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What’s flying 

around…. 

Nature Saskatchewan:  Doing it Right 

Inside this issue: 

Some organizations develop mission statements 
which articulate how they envision themselves.  This 
is commendable.  
 
Frequently a mission statement is followed with an 
organizational pledge to strive to achieve best 
practices and to work toward doing  the right things.  
These actions are commonly referred to as best 
management practices (BMPs). 
 
BMPs involve collaboration.  They are systematically 
developed.  A process begins with three pronged 
actions:  monitoring, recording and reporting.  These 
actions provide crucial data.  Such data can be used 
to determine the current state of that which is under 
examination.  Data garnered can also be used, often 
in collaboration with partners and/or  stakeholders, 
to predict expected outcomes of planned  actions. 
 
Data collection is an ongoing process providing 
evidence and/or facts. Facts, in turn, provide a 
means to assess both predicted and actual 
outcomes.   

Black-polled Warbler 

Photo:  YFBTA member Morley Maier 

Examination of data is a critical part of the process.  
It is at this juncture that unintended consequences 
(perhaps resulting from initial actions) may be noted.   
 
Unintended consequences, in turn, can encourage 
decision makers to mediate current practice/s (for 
example, adopt new or amended policies.  They 
may even lead to reversal of  previous actions). 

Contemplation of environment issues within our 
region suggests that unintended consequences 
abound, (particularly if you consider health of the 
soil, water, and/or air. Disposal of unwanted, unused 
and uneconomic materials is an additional issue).  
Application of BMPs in relation to environmental 
concerns (examples: drainage;  management of 
Sharp-tailed Grouse and Tiger Salamander 
populations; active management of top predator 
populations in Duck Mountain Park) is critical to 
future action.  Contemplation of facts could guide 
examination of anticipated impacts, both future and 
actual.   
 
 Enter Nature Saskatchewan.   
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Photo:  Diana Gilleshammer 

Finch Funeral?                        
YFBTA member  Jack Dawes 

Was Shrek right? Do ogres, animals and other 
creatures actually have feelings?  Is there really a 
secret language of bees???? 
 
Thanks to Walt Disney and certain authors such as 
Thornton W. Burgess* who wrote nature books I 
read as a kid, many, many people  transfer human 
thinking and emotion on to pets and other animals, 
birds and even lizards! Is it wishful thinking or 
science?  Frans DeWaul of Emory University in the 
UK is quoted in a 2014 British newspaper article       
- The Independent - saying animal empathy is 
underestimated: "There is increasing evidence, 
mostly in mammals but also in birds that animals are 
sensitive to the emotions of others and react to 
distress in others by attempts to ameliorate their 
situation or rescue them.  

There are experiments showing the same…              
De Waul states, “stories of animal and avian 
empathy should be taken seriously.” 

Nature Saskatchewan (NS), over decades, 
continues to prove that best management practices 
are key to successful programs.  
 
Stewards of Saskatchewan (SOS) is a suite of 
voluntary stewardship programs delivered by Nature 
Saskatchewan.  These programs utilize monitoring, 
recording and reporting strategies.  Funding is 
provided through annual donations and grants. Most 
of the monitoring is done by volunteer 
landowners and/or land manager partners.  Data 
collection is done by Nature Saskatchewan staff.  
Collaboration with partners is extensive and 
ongoing.  
 
The level of voluntary participation is impressive: 
 
Rare Plant Rescue:  82 land owners and land   
managers monitoring 105,000 acres. 
 
Shrubs for Shrikes:  230 participants monitoring 
45,000 acres 
 
Plovers on Shore:  64 partners monitoring 132 
miles of Saskatchewan shoreline  for presence of 
Piping Plovers 
 
Operation Burrowing Owl (2018 marks the 30th 
anniversary of this program):  363 participants 
sustainably managing 140,000 acres. 
 
Nature Saskatchewan  continues to attract fiscal 
and volunteer support necessary to maintain its 
programs. The programs, (completely controlled by 
land owners and land managers) strive to achieve 
best management practices aimed at 
maintaining sustainable conditions (environmental 
and economic) for land owners and for species. 
 
These NS programs provide strong evidence 
suggesting  that best management practices are 
effective tools that can lead to successful 
organizational practices. 
 
You can find Nature Saskatchewan’s Fall 2017/
Spring 2018 report (16 pages) on our 
YFBTA website (www.yfbta.com).  
 
Rob Wilson: Editor 
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Redpoll 

Photo :  YFBTA member Chuck Deschamps 

Eventually this fellow  - round back – tapped (most 
politely one supposes)) on the kitchen/ garden 
doors..  And ( yes – wait for it!)  repeated and 
repeated this behaviour for several days, even to 
perching on the door handle!  Did he just want to 
be friends? Was he looking for crumbs, or ( as an 
old song goes)  maybe he was “just lookin for a 
home” – with humans? 
 
Footnote: Thornton Burgess was born in the 
19th century > In the 20th century he  wrote 170 
books and fifteen thousand stories – Wikipedia 
notes Burgess used his outdoor observations of 
nature as plots for his stories. In Burgess' first 
book, Old Mother West Wind (1910), the reader 
meets many of the characters found in later books 
and stories. The characters in the Old Mother 
West Wind series include Peter Rabbit (known 
briefly as Peter Cottontail), Jimmy Skunk, Sammy 
Jay, Bobby Raccoon, Little Joe Otter, Grandfather 
Frog, Billy Mink, Jerry Muskrat, Spotty the Turtle, 
Old Mother West Wind, and her Merry Little 
Breezes.[2] 

Internet searches for more articles  on the animal 
empathy question very often turn quickly towards an 
even deeper question  - do  birds, animals and other 
creatures, in fact, have a soul? There is also a 
famous animal “psychic” who “interprets ” for people, 
thoughts from their long dead pets!  And, the internet 
being what it is, you may find articles supporting just 
about any point of view from bird empathy to fishy 
feelings!  
 
We were encouraged to think about these questions 
from a chance visit to friends in Miinnedosa, 
Manitoba this past June. Upon our arrival, one wet 
Sunday afternoon, our friends Harold and Diana 
Gilleshammer (she of the vireo story in a previous 
YFBTA news letter) - pointed us immediately to the 
adult male finch – obviously alive but immobile – on 
their deck! 
 
Several hours later the finch was still alive but still 
not going anywhere, until, it seems he suddenly 
perked up and flew away –no doubt hungry but 
happy to have survived! Was it the nurture of his 
family that eventually gave his finchness strength 
and motivation to fly away at last (or can finches  
also ‘play possum’)? 
 
Mr. Finch was one of those bonk-your–head-on- the 
- window cases and had been lying deck-side, for 
several hours... A short time later we noted an 
immature young finch hopping right up, as if to 
check out the poor old guy (or so we thought!).  As 
we drank our coffee we noticed that one or more 
other finches also checked out their wounded friend.  
We wondered if the dIsabled finch was the male 
parent. 
 
Not long after the ‘finch affair”- back home in 
Saltcoats  - the  question once again literally “flew in 
our faces”!  
 
Our neighbours, the Strakers, wondered if suddenly 
they had entered the world of an Alfred Hitchcock 
movie (Surely everyone has seen “The Birds”!).  For 
several days Strakers had observed an obviously 
distraught young Oriole fluttering to get through their 
picture window. Later an (apparently) mature finch 
was seen flitting window to window to patio door – 
as if to ask admission to the house. 

KEY Chevrolet Cadillac Buick GMC.  Inc.  Yorkton Canora 

By 2050, there will be more plastic than fish in the 
world’s oceans, according to study. 
 
“Nearly all of the world’s seabirds have eaten plastic, 
study estimates”. 
 
Article by Sarah Kaplan 
Taken from The Washington Post, January  20, 2016. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Cottontail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thornton_Burgess#cite_note-twbs-2
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Harold Wilkinson:  Voice for Nature 
YFBTA member Ray Riesz  

Dr. Harold Wilkinson 

He also sat on the board of York Lake Regional Park 
Authority. Above all things and in spite of all the 
activities in which he was involved, his family came 
first!  
 
Harold was a soft spoken man who respected the 
opinions of others while still maintaining his 
convictions. Through his involvement with the 
Kinsmen and Rotary service clubs he was 
instrumental in the development of York Lake 
Regional Park, Yorkton Ravine Ecological  Preserve 
and the Logan Green park and walking trails. For 
York Lake’s Isabel Priestly Trail he developed a 
pamphlet describing and naming its biodiversity. 
Harold and Wilma maintained approximately ninety 
birdhouses at the park that were built by retired 
Sasktel employees. 
 
He was recognized by the Yorkton Wildlife 
Federation for his fifty years of work in 
environmental conservation.   He sat on the Good 
Spirit Lake Cottage Owners Board for many years 
advocating for the preservation of the natural beauty 
of Good Spirit Provincial Park. 
 
He was especially outspoken  when park officials 
proposed extending the picnic and camping  sites 
throughout the dunes. He enjoyed his cottage at the 
lake and could often be seen wandering in the park, 
binoculars handy, looking for that elusive, possibly, 
exclusive, bird.  
 
Harold was an avid birdwatcher, taking part in 
Yorkton Christmas Bird counts for many, many 
years. He was an early and ardent supporter of the 
Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association 
(YFBTA). 
 
Harold Wilkinson’s life was spent serving his 
country, his church and his community. His 
contributions were many. 
 
 We are very fortunate to have known him.  It is 
certain that he was responsible for connecting many 
people with nature and for providing an effective 
voice on behalf of nature. 

Dr. Harold Wilkinson of Yorkton, beloved husband of 
Wilma Wilkinson, passed away on December 12, 
2016 at the age of 94 years.  Harold and Wilma 
were married on August 29th, 1951 and were 
blessed with two children, Doug of Yorkton and Di-
ane of Morinville, Alberta. 
 
Harold was very active in his community and in St. 
Andrew's United Church. Some of the activities and 
groups that were near and dear to Harold were: 
Trans Canada Trail, Boy Scouts, Banff  Mens’ 
Conference, stamp collecting, Camp McKay, Older 
Boys Youth, Parliament, bird watching, and the 
Yorkton Natural History Society. He was also   
instrumental in lobbying for the Ravine Ecological 
Preserve in Yorkton. 

Harold served as president of the Natural History 
Society, and was a member of the Whooping Crane 
Society. He served as camp director at Camp 
McKay, served on the Board of Sask. Camping 
Association of United Church and Camp McKay 
Board. He held a lifetime membership in Nature 
Saskatchewan and was a trustee and board 
member of St. Andrew's United Church.  
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Photo: Michelle Hanson 

YFBTA thanks the Painted Hand Community Development Corp. 

 Geological History of the Saltcoats Region 
Geologist, Michelle Hanson 

 

Editor’s notes: 
1. Apologies are extended to Dr. Stuart Houston and to 

Marcus Phillips. Your editor was provided by 
Stuart and Marcus with an absolutely pristine copy of 
the Bill Anaka (2018 Issue 1) article. Somehow, I 
inserted the wrong draft of the article which resulted 
in the cutting of a sentence (page 2). This reflects 
poorly on the writer and co-editor who are blameless.  
The error is entirely mine.  

 
Note received by the editor 
 
“I admire the work that the Saltcoats people have done to 
promote conservation and to educate about birds of your 
area”. Frank Roy 
 

Most people are aware that Saskatchewan was 
once covered by an ice sheet (the Laurentide Ice 
Sheet), but did you know that it happened eight 
separate times over the past 2.6 million years? 
Fourteen thousand years ago, ice still buried the 
land upon which Saltcoats sits. That ice was over 
2000 m high.  Can you imagine that landscape? 
 
Everywhere you look in Saskatchewan, you can 
learn something about past glaciers: the shape of 
the land is the result of the erosion, transportation, 
and deposition of gravel, sand, silt, and clay by past 
ice sheets. Only the Cypress Hills and the Wood 
Mountain areas remained untouched by ice sheets, 
but in other places glacial sediment is over 300 m 
thick. Beneath the town of Saltcoats, there remains 
approximately 200 m of glacial sediment.  
 
As the Laurentide Ice Sheet was retreating at the 
end of the last ice age, a substantial amount of 
meltwater was coming off of the ice. This water 
should have flowed in the direction of the regional 
drainage system, which in most of Saskatchewan is 
towards Hudson Bay. The ice sheet, however, 
blocked the way, causing meltwater to pool and form 
lakes along the edge of the ice sheet. Many of these 
lakes drained catastrophically when a local dam 
(higher land or another part of the ice sheet) was 
breached due to rising water levels or exposure of a 
gap as the ice sheet retreated. The floodwaters from 
various glacial lakes carved out wide, shallow 
spillway valleys across southern Saskatchewan; the 
Qu’Appelle River valley is an example. 
 
Melt water flowing from the melting Laurentide Ice 
Sheet carried sediment, mostly silt and clay, 
depositing it in glacial Lake Saltcoats (to the 
northwest of present-day Saltcoats).  
 
The edges of this former lake have not been 
mapped, but flat, fertile ground that was probably the 
lake bottom can be seen if you head toward Yorkton.  
The town of Saltcoats sits in what was once Cutarm 

Spillway. This spillway formed when glacial Lake 

Saltcoats drained suddenly, causing a flood.  

The spillway begins just to the northwest of 
Anderson Lake and extends about 23 km to the 
southeast, along Highway 16, varying between 650 
m and 2.4 km in width. The spillway cut down 
through hummocky moraine, which is composed of 
glacial sediments characterized by many little hills 
and lakes. Floodwaters continued to flow 
southeastward beyond the end of the known 
spillway. Eventually these floodwaters flowed into 
glacial Lake Agassiz, in Manitoba and North Dakota, 
which was a lake larger than all of the Great Lakes 
combined. The material left behind in the spillways is 
commonly stratified, or layered, sand and gravel, 
which does not make good agricultural land, like 
glacial lake bottoms do, but instead can be a 
valuable source of gravel. 
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The Boreal Owl or Tengmalm’s Owl, as it is 
sometimes called in Europe, nests in old 
woodpecker nests or natural cavities. They will take 
readily to artificial nestboxes. 
 
They have a lifespan of 7-8 years. Incubating 
females quite often fall prey to Pine Martens. Their 
status is generally uncommon to rare. Boreal Owls 
are endangered in some areas and locally common 
in others. 
 
Female Boreal Owls are much larger than males. 
They find their prey by sound. Their ear openings 
are asymmetrical. This means that on the owls head 
one ear opening is higher than the other. This allows 
the owl to tell exactly where the sound comes from. 
This also allows the owl to find mice beneath 
vegetation or snow. 
 
The male advertises for females with a hauntingly 
beautiful song called the staccato song. Although 
not very loud , the call  can be heard beyond a mile. 

Boreal Beauty 
YFBTA members,Ember Ringdal and Bob Holtkamp 

My twelve year old granddaughter, Ember, lives 
near Rokeby. This past winter she saw a Boreal Owl 
in her yard.  Her keen interest in nature is 
evidenced by her article below: 

Photo: YFBTA member Bob Holtkamp 

I live on an acreage near Rokeby. On the morning of 
Tuesday February 5th I was walking down my 
driveway to get to the bus. I saw something in a tree. 
 
I looked closer and I saw it was an owl. I took a 
couple of pictures and texted them to my Mom. Later 
that day, when I came home, the owl was still there 
but in another nearby tree on a low branch. This 
time it’s eyes were wide open. My mom told me it 
had been here all day and it had caught a mouse.  
 
My Grampa came over and took some pictures. He 
also found a pellet of fur and bones the owl had 
expelled. The owl returned the next day. After that 
we did not see it again.  Grampa went on the 
internet and found these interesting facts: 
 
Boreal Owls hunt by perching on low branches or 
tree trunks. Prey items are mainly small rodents, 
especially voles. They also eat lemmings, shrews, 
mice and voles. 
 Submitted by YFBTA member Howard Derksen 



Page 7 

Young Readers’ Corner 
Submitted by Joselyn Beynon 

Submitted by Larry Wentland.  

Painting:  Joss Beynon 

Staff of Saltcoats School 

After the Party 

I would like to share a story with you. One day 
during Christmas break my Dad and I went to the 
farm to feed the horses. While I was in the loft to 
drop bales of hay I saw something on the floor 
between some of the hay. After closer inspection 
and calling my Dad and Nana, we discovered it was 
an owl. Nana came and picked it up and we 
discovered it was frozen solid! 
 
Nana took a picture and sent it to a “birding” friend 
who said it was a Boreal Owl.  Shortly after I was 
asked to write a short article and so, I would like to 
share some of what I have learned.   

How lucky that they are common to this area, where 
they often live on their own. They do not build nests 
but live in empty woodpecker holes or tree hollows.  
  
Here are some interesting facts. Females are larger 
than males. These owls don’t hibernate.  They find 
prey like mice by sound. Their hearing allows them 
to find their food under snow.  
Boreal owls grow to about 10 inches. They have 
long wings and large head. They are brown with 
white spots. They have yellow eyes and a white face 
with a dark outline. 
 
Keep your eyes peeled for these shy owls. I hope 
you have enjoyed my article about the owl that I 
discovered . I also hope that you learned some 
interesting facts about  Boreal Owls.  

Boreal means “of the North” or “northern 
regions”.  Boreal Owls are often found in Alaska, 
Canada and Northern Eurasia as well as Northern 
Minnesota and mountains of the Western United 
states.   
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YFBTA member, Laurie Murray, is a Winner  
Submitter by Joanne Neal 

Laurie loves to take pictures.  Her involvement with 
photography began when the Murrays retired from 
chicken farming.  Her daughter, Lisa, encouraged 
Laurie to “get out there” with a camera.  Laurie is 
mostly self-taught but she benefitted greatly from an 
introductory photography workshop provided by 
Larry Easton.  YFBTA sponsored the event in 2012. 
 
Laurie estimates that she produces approximately     
5 000 images each year.  She just takes photographs 
whenever and wherever she can.  . 

Her photographic subjects are usually wildlife found 
near the farm.  She has also developed interests in 
buildings (eg. houses, churches, grain elevators) 
and abandoned vehicles and/or equipment. 
 
Her favourite subject is the night sky when it hosts 
the lights of the Aurora.  This interest motivated 
Laurie to take the trip of a lifetime to Churchill, 
Manitoba.  This trip yielded some wonderful photos 
of Polar Bears.  Laurie plans to see the Aurora in 
Iceland in the future.  She also has Newfoundland 
on her photo-bucket-list.  She is expanding her 
photographic interests with the assistance of a 
recently purchased drone. 
 
Laurie also enjoys entering her photos into contests.  
She has earned a mention four times since 2014.   
Two of the wins were in the Saskatchewan 
Photography Contests.  She placed third with a 
photo of an old house and second for a photo of the 
sunrise. 
 
She has also had wins in the Canadian Photography 
Contests.  She achieved a third place finish for a 
photo of a frost covered bird house.  In November of 
2017 the photograph featured opposite won first 
place. 
 
Congratulations Laurie.  The members of YFBTA 
are proud of you.  I believe that we have not seen 
the last of Laurie and her photographs. 
 

Sharp Volunteers Wanted 
 

The Saskatchewan Co-operative Wildlife 
Management Survey (CWMS) requests that you  
report any observation/s of Sharp-tailed Grouse 
(phone 1-800-567-4224 or locate email address from 
CWMS).  All observations can be recorded on an 
App that can be downloaded.  
Email centre.inquiry@gov.sk.ca to garner additional 
details. 
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