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In this newsletter you will find a statement by YFBTA 
member Kenn Wood, “The flood of 2014 will last in 
the memories of residents of East Central 
Saskatchewan for a lot of bad reasons …”.  I agree.  
On occasion some good may emerge from disaster. 
 
The Agricultural Producers Association of 
Saskatchewan (APAS) requested and were granted 
a provincial meeting which included ministers from 
Government Relations, Highways and 
Transportation, Environment and Agriculture (Four 
Town Journal;  Wednesday, September 03, 2014).  
“Flooding and the need to examine both short-term 
and long-term solutions were the main topics.  
 
On another front an Assiniboine River Basin 
Initiative (ARBI) is underway (Kamsack Times;  
Thursday, August 14).    An organization referred to 
as the Prairie Improvement Network (PIN) “realized 
that there was no one across jurisdictional agency 
that dealt with water issues across the basin”.   

One of the PIN board members, Dr. Allan Preston, 
stated that “Our goal, through the work we are doing 
with the ARBI planning committee, is to bring 
together stakeholders across all three jurisdictions to 
develop an effective organization to work 
cooperatively in this area”. 
 
David Zerr, on behalf of Sask. Farm Stewardship 
has written that water management policy must 
involve all stakeholders (Four-Town Journal;  Oct. 
15). 

 
Within my community of Saltcoats applications and 
plans were filed (Water Security Agency;  Regional 
File:  E5-1551) for approval to construct and operate 
works described as: 
 

A drainage project 
A survey and design of a ditch lowering 
Channel clearing. 

Indigo Bunting 
Photo:  YFBTA  member Gloria Herron 

Dark Clouds May Include a Silver Lining 
  Rob Wilson:  Editorial 
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I commend Saltcoats  Town Council  for prudently 
rescinding a flood control bylaw (passed in 2013) 
permitting these actions.  “Council is 
asking the Water Security Agency to an information 
session prior to any further steps being taken on the 
Kirkham Lake project (Four Town Journal;  
Wednesday, August 27).  I am in no way opposed to 
water management but I strongly agree with the 
council’s suggestion that provision be made for “an 
opportunity for all residents to ask questions and 
receive accurate information”.  The rain event of July  
underscores the need for careful thought to be given 
to matters of water management and especially to 
downstream impacts. 
 
The Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship 
Association (AWASA) in partnership with 
Environment Canada, Lake Winnipeg Basin 
Stewardship Fund (LWBSF), Ducks Unlimited 
Canada (DUC) and the Water Security Agency 
(WSA) are looking to work with landowners and 
communities in order to restore 100 acres of drained 
wetlands/slough areas in the Assiniboine Watershed 
(Four Town Journal;  Wednesday, September 17).  
“We are looking to re-establish 100 acres of 
wetlands which will hold some water and trap some 
nutrients from travelling downstream…We, as a 
watershed have to be aware of what we are doing 
here that can affect someone downstream.  Our 
cities, towns, villages, RMs, industries, which 
includes the ag industry, have to be aware and 
responsible with the nutrients leaving our system”, 
said AWASA manager, Aron Hershmiller. 
 
There seems to be an increasing awareness of the 
impact that alteration of water flows within the region 
may have on those who live along these waterways.   
Public interest is growing.  There also seems to be a 
willingness to consult and to partner. Municipal, 
provincial and federal governments are committing 
funds.  
 
The July flooding has been nothing short of disas-
trous.  A considerable momentum, building toward  
coordination of future actions, provides hope. A 
need for action creates opportunities.  Governments 
may lead us in positive and sustainable directions.  
They may craft a long-term water management plan 
for our region.  Such a plan could well prove to be a 
silver lining to dark rain clouds. 

Photographed at last (2014) 
 YFBTA member Joan Farquharson 

Despite this lack of crest and feathering and its 
uncharacteristic silence, the bird did not seem to be 
diseased.   We could not imagine that feathers could 
have been stripped off by a predator or by the bird 
getting its inquisitive head stuck in some opening in 
a glass, metal, plastic or wood object.  When we 
opened the door to place some peanuts on the rail 
the bird flew over to our Ohio Buckeye tree.  It 
seemed to hide – as if from embarrassment.  
 
Eventually it flew over, took a peanut, again went 
into hiding.  That day, and on other days when the 
jay visited, we failed to get a decent photo. 

Patterned Baldness 

For the past several years we have welcomed blue 
jays to our yard and feeders.  They like the oaks 
and hazelnuts, and they like the peanuts we put 
out when they come calling, demanding that we 
take note of their presence and of their need for 
peanuts to eat, to hide, or with which to torment 
the red squirrels that think the entire offering of 
nuts should be for them alone.  
 
Last summer we were surprised to see perched 
quietly on our deck rail a very silent jay.  On closer 
look we saw that this jay had no crest, indeed no 
feathers on his head.  

A ‘”Balding” Bluejay 
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Her keen eye and her uncanny appreciation of the 
miniature would inevitably result in her spotting 
some particular plant for companions to note and 
to experience, with delight.  Shirley’s quick eye, 
attention to detail, compendium of knowledge, 
came together to make birding expeditions 
productive and informative.  This might mean 
quickly cataloguing several duck species on one  
small pond, identifying the 15th species of warbler 
to show their colours on a Sunday afternoon in the 
midst of spring migration, noting with wonder the 
fall gathering of hundreds of crows in one section 
of farmland.  
 
Neighbours were recruited to participate in 
backyard bird counts and for several years Shirley 
organized local Christmas Bird Counts. 
 
With her faithful partner, Jim, Shirley has left a 
lasting legacy in the hearts and minds of many.  
Both will be celebrated for their years of service to 
Nature Saskatchewan, to YFBTA, to other 
organizations involved in the celebration and 
protection of our natural world.  
 
Their role in creating and producing the amazing 
guide Wildflowers across the Prairies is celebrated 
by professional naturalists and by hobbyists alike.  
 
That is all important.  What will be treasured by 
YFBTA members is Shirley’s friendship, her 
presence and persistence.  She will often be our 
unseen companion when we, with openness and 
love, explore some corner of our wondrous world. 

After a few days absence the jay returned, feathers 
clearly growing, healthy and vivid in colour.  Other 
bird watchers I asked said they had never seen this 
phenomenon.  Information is available on line. When 
I googled “bald blue jays” I found several articles 
and many pictures.  Some articles indicate the 
phenomenon (among jays, cardinals and some other 
species) is relatively uncommon, others say there 
are ‘increasing reports”, others say it is a 
common occurrence.  That may indicate some 
geographic variances.  Some articles support the 
idea that a percentage of jays are genetically 
programmed to lose all head feathers at the same 
time each year.  Others suggest mites.  Several 
articles I read stated, ”No one knows for sure why it 
happens, the condition has not been well studied.  
Fortunately, new head feathers grow in within a few 
weeks.”  
 
Oh that the same were true for males. 

Shirley and Jim Jowsey were involved in the 
conversations that led up to the formation of the  
Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association.  They 
remained key members of the organization. 
 
Despite dealing with health issues, through the 
summer of 2013 they participated in several 
organized YFBTA excursions and activities and 
many informal drives and meanderings with fellow 
birders and plant enthusiasts. 
 
Both have contributed much in terms of their passion 
for nature and for environmental stewardship, their 
knowledge and willingness to mentor budding 
naturalists of all ages.  Both have been generous 
supporters of YFBTA projects and undertakings. 
 
Shirley’s death on February 2 was experienced as 
profound loss by all members of the nature loving 
community.  We knew that we had been privileged 
to know her as friend, mentor and teacher.  
 
 It is easy to picture her walking so gently and 
carefully along a roadside ditch, in some pasture, 
along the edges of a stream or slough.   

Shirley Jowsey 
YFBTA member Walter Farquharson 

Photo:  YFBTA member Doug Welykholowa 
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This page is sponsored by Cherrydale Golf and Campground 

Photo provided by Robert (Bob) Stone 

 
YFBTA Spring Birding - May 25, 2014 Bradford 
and Maier's Farms  
 
We started our day at 8 a.m. on a lovely spring day 
at Donna and Arden Bradford's farmyard. The group 
of members, the summer student Sara, and non-
members ( we always welcome visitors and new 
friends) proceeded down a dirt country road observ-
ing the green wing teals and other ducks in the 
ditches including a White winged Scoter. The 
Meadow Larks serenaded us, the Snipes were 
whooping it up, a Marsh Wren was hiding in the wil-
lows.  

 

A Touch of Humour 

We divided our large group. Half headed off into the 
pasture land and the others stayed on an 
easier, walking road. The two groups counted many 
species of spring birds before birding along the way 
to the Maier's farm to see the many water-birds and 
shore-birds close at hand in their yard. The Avocets, 
Phalaropes, Grebes, Willet and Sandpipers were 
within easy sight. A Brown Thrasher was seen on a 
woodland trail at the farm. We tallied 60 species for 
the day.  Each of us brought our own lunch into the 
barn loft, accompanied with lots of discussion about 
bird sightings. It was a great day.  

 The positive side of such a wet walk was there were 
no wood ticks but mosquito repellant was a 
necessity.  
 
We saw a pair of Mallards with their 7 ducklings, 
Pintails, Black Terns, Baltimore Orioles, House 
Wrens, Martins, Chipping Sparrows and other 
regulars.  
 
We drove to the Ducks Unlimited grounds, and were 
joined there by more members. it was especially 
nice to have long-time naturalists Dr. Jim Jowsey 
and Dr. Harold Wilkinson join us on this nice, easy 
walk to floating boardwalk and dock. 
 
We were able to spot an Eastern Phoebe, Mourning 
Doves, Barn Swallows, Tree swallows and many 
water plants. Members were amazed at the size of 
the snails we pond dipped for a closer look.  
 
We ate our lunches at the museum’s picnic tables, 
then toured the Western Development Museum. It 
holds an impressive display of items. Some of the 
participants were first time visitors and others were 
regular visitors. All found the experience to be amaz-
ing and worthwhile. 

 
- Tour Articles by YFBTA Member Gerri Knudsen 

 

 

Photo:  YFBTA members Gerri and Ron Knudsen 

YFBTA Visits Yorkton 

June 28, 2014 was a wet day outdoors, but the  
rain held off until the afternoon.  
 
Twelve participants had a good walk, part way 
around the ravine trail (the Dale Hjertass Nature 
Trail). The path was very wet from overnight rains so 
we couldn't complete the trail, but we had some  
interesting sightings.  

YFBTA Farm Tour 

Attempted Murder 

https://skydrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=54fbd64cfaaed528&page=play&resid=54FBD64CFAAED528!1539&parId=54FBD64CFAAED528!1538&type=1&Bsrc=Photomail&Bpub=SDX.Photos&authkey=!ABvF538yYyc8EkQ
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Building Boom Follows Flood 
at Woodbird Farm 

YFBTA  member Kenn Wood 
 

The flood of 2014 will last in the memories of 
residents of East Central Saskatchewan for a lot of 
bad reasons – water in the basement, crops 
drowned, roads closed – everyone has stories of 
inconvenience and costs incurred. We were without 
a land line for over three weeks – I never thought 
underground phone lines could get washed out! 
Nearby Cussed Creek  produced a spectacular 
washout two miles southwest of us [two giant 12 foot 
culverts swept away and 50 feet of road gone!]. The 
same creek, one mile east, stopped me from picking 
the mail for two weeks. There was, however, one 
delightful product of this tragedy that transpired at 
our place. 
 
The flood hit here on July 2. We had only received 
about 3 inches of rain locally but the mighty Cussed 
Creek brought all the moisture experienced in the 
Melville and Willowbrook area to us. The following 
day I walked outside to find the sky alive with Cliff 
Swallows. Prior to this we had only had a few nests 
on the place and there had not been any for several 
years.  
 
Overnight our yard was turned into a busy 
construction zone with their lovely mud gourds 
appearing on every building on the yard. A week 
later I walked around and counted 32 nests 
completed or at least half done!  My phone troubles 
enabled me to get up close and personal with the 5 
nests on our second floor balcony. That happens to 
be the only place we can get reliable cell phone 
coverage in the yard. I ran up there at least 10 times 
a day to answer or make calls. At first they would fly 
away “cheeking” at me for interrupting their toil. After 
a few days and the start of incubation, my presence, 
a mere 3-4 feet below, mattered not. They seem to 
be playing “peekaboo” with me – the 
striking white triangle on their forehead highlighting 
the entrance to the nest. 
 
Some observations on Cliff Swallow behaviour: 
 
 I speculate the relocation occurred after their 
colony, under some bridge, was swept away.  
 

  It takes 5-6 days to complete a nest. There 
seems to be some competition for nest sites.  
 
 Does the alpha swallow get the site at the peak  
of the roof or are they fighting over new deliveries of 
building mud to the construction site? 
 
 Has the white triangle on their forehead evolved 
to mark the occupied nests? They always seem to 
be peeking out once they are incubating and there is 
no missing this striking feature. 
 
 Will they return next year? I  give thanks to the 
Bird God for sending me this delightful troop of 
aerialists to help me cope with a natural disaster. 

 
 
 

It occurred to me some time later that we had 
hosted almost all members of the swallow family at 
our place this summer: 
 
  Cliff Swallows. 
 A Bank Swallow colony in a mountain of topsoil 
built to mine sand from moraine on quarter east of 
yard. 
 Tree Swallows nesting in boxes around our yard. 
 Barn Swallows that have kept me from closing 
the door all summer. 
 I erected a Martin house this spring.  We were 

delighted to attract a couple of pairs right away. 
 
Yours in Hirundinidae 
Kenn Wood – Ebenezer, Saskatchewan 
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YFBTA Summer Program Facilitator  
Adieu my new YFBTA friends 

 
I had an unforgettable experience here in beautiful 
Saskatchewan.  I appreciate every single person 
who has helped me along the way. I look forward to 
what the rest of the summer has to bring in addition 
to other future endeavours that happen to come my 
way.  
 
This job has opened numerous doors and has 
allowed me to overcome many things I had not, 
previously, experienced. It has made me a stronger, 
more confident individual and has ultimately sparked 
an interest in travel. I would not have found out how 
much I enjoy teaching and residing within 
Saskatchewan if I had not accepted this position. 
  
I am extremely thankful for everyone who has taken 
the time to be a part of the YFBTA. Without you, I 
would not be here. It is truly an amazing program 
that must continue. Teaching children environmental 
stewardship practices through the love and respect 
of nature is vital to preserving nature. 
  
I write this letter of appreciation signifying the end of 
an amazing opportunity.  I have arrived at the end of 
my Saskatchewan adventures and the end of the 
summer.  
 
This may conclude my YFBTA involvements but it is 
truly not the end. I will continue to make a difference 
in the lives of others and the environment. I will 
forever carry this part of my life with me.  I am 
incredibly happy and humbled to have come to 
Saskatchewan and to have worked for the YFBTA 
this summer. 
 
I hope that I had the ability to leave an inspiring 
impression on all of the minds I have taught. I am 
optimistic that they will continue to appreciate and 
enjoy every aspect of nature and the environment.  
 
Thank you YFBTA for this wonderful and lasting op-
portunity, I will remain forever grateful.  
 
Sincerely,  
Sara Belontz.  

An Invitation from president Martin Phillips 
  

The YFBTA will be hosting Nature Saskatchewan‘s 
Spring Meet. The meet will be held Friday, 
June 19 - Sunday, June 21 in Saltcoats. 
 
The meet will include opportunities 
to meet new friends, a banquet 
and speaker and ecological tours 
for the edification of participants. 
It will likely include some 
entertainment, displays and 
possibly a Silent Auction. 
 
The YFBTA hopes that many of our members will 
plan to participate in this meet. Further, since our 
group is hosting, at some point we will be looking for 
volunteers to help with the planning and organizing 
of the event. So stay tuned for further updates 
concerning the meet.  Don't forget to mark your 
calendar and do plan to help and/or attend. 

YFBTA.COM  
Another shameless plug by member Jim Huziak 

 

Only two more pages to go in this newsletter and 
you’ve finished catching up on YFBTA happenings 
for another season.  The next issue is three to four 
months away, so now what? 
 
Luckily, you have YFBTA.COM.  Not only does this 
electronic version of the newsletter attempt to keep 
birders abreast of current news between printed 
editions, it allows for expanded articles simply too 
large to be published in the newsletter itself. 
 
For example, this month marks the launch of our 
‘Writers’ Corner’ (see page seven for more info).  
You’ll find new loon initiative information, 
upcoming promotion for, and the results of, the 
annual Christmas Bird Count, and initial Spring 
Symposium info, all before the next printed 
newsletter hits your mailbox. 
 
So, when you’ve finished the next two pages, head 
on over to YFBTA.COM, where the fun never stops. 
 
Nature waits for no one, so neither do we. 
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Young Readers’ Corner 

Saltcoats’ Leflay Trail 
  Submitted by Katelyn Farquharson 

The Leflay Trail is a great place for enjoying nature 
and spending time with family. The trail is near the 
Saltcoats Regional Park and by Anderson Lake. It is 
land owned by the Klause family but they have given 
permission for the public to use the trail. 
 
It is a beautiful nature trail with lots to see. There are 
three different loops- 900 meter, 260 metre, and 470 
metre.  On the long loop you get to walk along the 
lake.  It is a bit harder to walk because of the slant 
along the hill.  It takes us about a half an hour to 
walk all the way around.  We are so lucky to have 
this trail near us so we can enjoy nature and spend 
time with family.  Thank you to all the volunteers 
who make this trail possible. 
   
There are many reasons why people might want to 
go on the Leflay Trail. The trail is a great place to 
learn about nature, like birds and a lot of other 
animals you might see on the Leflay Trail.  We have 
seen deer, squirrels, grouse, Cormorants, and many 
other birds.  There are also lots of flowers and 
different kinds of trees. 
 
Some of the things that I like are the pretty colours 
on the trail in the fall and seeing my dog Keltie run 
around in the bush getting so excited over a little 
squirrel. 
 
The trail can also be used in the winter.  You can go 
cross country skiing in the winter on the trail.   So if 
you like spending time with your family and friends, 
and being around nature- the Leflay Trail is for you! 
 
By:  Katelyn Farquharson 

Leflay is a Trail for all Seasons 
Photo: YFBTA member Rob Wilson 

Writers’ Corner 
YFBTA member Kathy Morrell 

 
This week the YFBTA is launching Writers’ Corner, a 
new website feature. This “e-zine” showcases the 
work of a poet, a humourist, an opinion writer and a 
playwright.  A big thank you to Arden Bradford, Rob 
Wilson, Thom Carnahan and Kathy Morrell for their 
submissions. Check out this new YFBTA venture at 
http://www.yfbta.com/ .  It’s worth a peek. 
New submissions are enthusiastically appreciated.   

Please email your work to kmorrell@sasktel.net 

Web Page: www.yfbta.com  or  Facebook: www.facebook.com/yellowheadflyway.birdingtrail 

Follow the YFBTA between issues: 



Looking for interest and/or help 
 

Interested in: 
 

 Writing?                      

 Editing? 

 Formatting? 

 Seeking contributors? 
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Memberships/Renewals: 
Lauretta Ritchie-McInnes 
216 Roslyn Ave. 
Yorkton, SK.    S3N 1P4 
(306) 782-0057 
 
yellowheadflywaybirding 
@gmail.com   

Newsletter Submissions:  
Rob Wilson (editor) 
Box 329 Saltcoats, SK. 
S0A 3R0 
Phone (306) 744-8140  
 
rjwilson@sasktel.net 

 
Contact:  Rob  Wilson 

Letters to the editor 

Rob 
The bird Arnold was telling you about was a Lazuli 
Bunting, male. He was easy to identify using 
Petersen’s bird guide. He was at the feeder 
and also picking seeds up off the ground under the 
feeder. This was on May 25 ..... 
 
He was around for most of the day, however we 
haven't seen him since. We think we should be 
reporting this sighting to someone, perhaps you can 
do this for us?  Also, would like to know if this bird is 
common to the Saskatoon area. 
 
Petersen says it is only present up to the 
American border, and not north of that. 
 
Jackie Meister 
 
Note:  Jackie lives near Radisson. 
 

Controversial Owl in Churchbridge 
Editor’s note: 
 
The article “Owlets in Distress”  (by Walter Karau in 
Issue 2, 2014) set wings aflutter.  What’s Flying  
Around received emails from prominent birders 
Lorne Scott and Dr. Sturart  Houston with  
suggestions with regard to species identification, 
based on whether the owlets had come from a tree 
or a ground nest. 
 
A resident of Churchbridge photographed the adults, 
always near the owlets.  He has kindly 
provided a photograph.  With a photograph of an 
adult, I leave it to you to consult references or birder 
friends to resolve the mystery generated by Wally’s 
article. 

If you have internet access, you can, if you wish, 
receive email messages from YFBTA.  You can also 
receive an electronic copy of the 2014 newsletters 
upon request. 
 
Internet communication with members is not without 
glitches.  Unless contacted, YFBTA has no way of 
knowing if you are receiving emails and/or pdf 
newsletters.  If you want the emails and you 
suspect that you are not receiving them, please 
contact Lauretta (see below). 
 

A concerned parent 
Photo:  Brian Basken 

mailto:marwal@sasktel.net
mailto:marwal@sasktel.net

