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Treasurer Martha contacted me to indicate that she 
required a calendar date to indicate the very beginning 
of YFBTA.  After much searching through old binders I 
found that the earliest meetings, eventually resulting in 
the formation of an association (The Yellowhead Flyway 
Birding Trail Association (YFBTA), occurred in 2002.  
The earliest correspondence took place between Walter 
Farquharson of Saltcoats and Ken Kessler working at 
the time for Chaplin Tourism and for the provincial 
government.  In 2002, encouragement was received 
from Nature Saskatchewan and from “The Four Town 
Journal”, as a number of planning meetings were 
organized and conducted. 
 
In February of 2003, 16 folks attended a “Birding Trail 
Meeting” in Saltcoats.  By April of 2003, the towns of 
Saltcoats, Bredenbury, Churchbridge and Langenburg 
were favourably disposed to the concept of a birding 

trail group and attempts to define a birding trail area. In 
May of 2003, the organizational meeting of what was 
then referred to as “Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail 
Organization” was held in Saltcoats.  There were seven 
members present, five of whom currently  hold YFBTA 
memberships. 
 
A membership report in October 2012 stated a 
membership of 110 individual or family members and 18 
corporate or municipal memberships.  The current level 
of memberships shows good general support among 
folks of the YFBTA region.  Since 2003, folks from all 
across our province and even a few from other provinces 
and the U.S.A, have chosen to take, and maintain, 
memberships in YFBTA.  The level of membership has 
been sufficient to encourage YFBTA to continue with 
annual newsletters.  Most of the “work” of YFBTA is 
done by volunteers, many of whom hold memberships 
and some of whom, though not members, are yet strong 
supporters. 

Continued On Page 2 

Let’s Give Credit Where Credit Is Due 
Editorial By Rob Wilson 

Falcon Presentation At Saltcoats School 
Photo Credit: Rob Wilson 
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YFBTA has received generous financial support from 
Yorkton’s Painted Hand Casino and also from The 
Saskatchewan Indian Gaming Authority.  These contributions 
assisted with efforts to provide signage on YFBTA’s five 
charter trails. 
 
YFBTA has received financial support from Mosaic Potash 
Corporation and from The Churchbridge Co-operative and 
The Churchbridge Credit Union as sponsors of various 
events since 2005. 
 
The Town of Churchbridge supported YFBTA in securing 
appropriate spaces for the work of our Summer Program 
Facilitators and for access to the Churchbridge town hall.  We 
have also been assisted by the Churchbridge daycare. 
 
Special mention must be made of the Town of Saltcoats.  
Since 2002, various town councils have made the Stirling 
Room in the Community Services Building available as a 
place to conduct our business.  We have worked 
cooperatively with the town and with its staff to promote trails 
in the area.  Recently a letter of appreciation was sent to the 
Town of Saltcoats recognizing a decade of support. 
 
The Saltcoats Regional Park Authority has assisted YFBTA 
with preservation of native plants in a designated area 
honouring Shirley and Jim Jowsey and with promotion of the 
Leflay Trail.  The Authority has also provided facilities for use 
by our Summer Program Facilitators. 
 
In the past three years, YFBTA has received financial support 
from the federal government to assist with wages of a 
Summer Program Facilitator.  We also received financial 
support from Nature Saskatchewan,  R.B.C.’s  Blue Water 
Project and from Toronto Dominion Bank’s Friends of the 
Environment fund.  This financial support enables YFBTA to 
continue the Summer Program Facilitator Program, which is 
our most important service to a wide community. 
 
I am keenly aware of danger, inherent in this editorial, of 
having missed some of our support or supporters that should 
have been mentioned.  I have made a concerted effort to give 
credit where credit is due.   YFBTA in its present form 
remains vibrant  through its strength of membership, its level 
of volunteerism and the wide support received for initiatives. 
 
Please place one of your hands on one of your shoulder 
blades, tap lightly and say, “You are appreciated.  You 
deserve credit.  Thank you for your interest.”  
 

 

 

YFBTA Crescent Lake Pelican & Cormorant 
Tour 

Kenn & Nancy Wood 

On Sunday, August 26
th
, twenty three members and guests 

assembled at Paula and Morley Maier’s farm for a guided 
historical and nature tour of the nearby Crescent Lake area, 
approximately  20 miles south of Yorkton. The first stop was a 
stone cairn commemorating the Crescent Lake pioneers of 
1881. It was erected in 1933 to mark the site of Crescent 
City, a settlement of over 60 people which included a hotel, 
school, church, hospital, store and sawmill. Once it was 
realized that the railroad would not pass through this area, 
many  inhabitants moved to more prosperous areas near the 
rail line.  

A short distance west of the cairn was the second stop of the 
tour - a visit to the Anglican log church built in 1877. The 
cemetery details the many hardships endured by the 
Crescent City congregation.  

 
The third stop was the eastern shore of Crescent Lake where 
pelicans and cormorants were observed on the beach of a 
nearby island. Numerous waterfowl and shorebirds inhabited 
the lakeshore. The tour followed the shoreline until the fourth 
stop was reached - Hagel Beach, where stone remnants of a 
dock mark the site of a popular resort area in earlier days. A 
picnic lunch was enjoyed by participants while numerous bird 
species were identified including a bald eagle, a bohemian 
waxwing, and a turkey vulture. Members took advantage of 
this occasion to express their appreciation to Tanner Garbutt, 
the Y.F.B.T.A. summer youth program facilitator, for an 
excellent job. It was particularly fitting that Tanner’s parents 
were present to hear these farewell remarks.  
 
The fifth stop was on the opposite shore of the lake. This 
stop, located at a higher elevation provided a panoramic view 
of the lake including other islands with resting areas for 
waterfowl including   pelicans and cormorants. A flock of 
eastern kingbirds was observed near the shore. On the return 
trip was the sixth stop which was located a short distance 
east of highway # 9 near a wooded slough. Black-crowned 
night herons were an unexpected evening treat to mark the 
end of the tour. The event was a great opportunity to 
familiarize ourselves with this lesser-known wetland area rich 
in historical detail and wildlife in close proximity of Yorkton. 

 

We Need YOU to RENEW!!!  

As many of us are getting settled into another winter and 
making our festive season plans, please do not forget about 
your YFBTA membership renewal. What about those family 
or friends that already have everything, including penicillin? 
How about the gift of a YFBTA membership which includes  
our newsletters? 

The publisher of this newsletter, Marcel, needed 

this space to tell you about the little note to the 

right about  you and your membership. Thanks! 
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and waited. We didn’t hear them for a while and went on to 
other things. Some friends stopped by for a visit and I went 
for a walk down to the end of the peninsula with one friend. 
On our way back we spotted the pair of owls in the tall spruce 
trees. They moved when we approached and may have been 
hunting squirrels, as there were an abundance of them about. 
I had my iPhone with me and I played the Barred Owl call on 
my bird program. The pair of owls swooped low over us one 
way across the pathway and then over us again in the 
opposite direction! This was a real treat! One of them 
perched in a tree about 20 feet from our campsite and gave 
the others a good sighting.  
 
I heard the owls again in the middle of the night a couple of 

times in the next 3 days that we were camping there. 

Barred Owls are reported to be widespread in the eastern 
half of North America; but have been spreading westward in 
the northern portion of the range. They prefer deep forests 
and woodlands near waterways. Their diet consists of voles, 
shrews, mice, rats, squirrels, young rabbits, moles, etc. They 
are monogamous and thought to mate for life. Unlike most 
owls, which have yellow eyes, the Barred Owl has brown 
eyes.  

I enjoyed the opportunity to add them to my life list. 

Are You The Next YFBTA Newsletter Editor? 
Rob Wilson 

 
My role as editor of “What’s Flying Around” has, for a variety 
of reasons, been making increased demands upon my time.  
I will not be continuing as editor indefinitely.  I would be very 
happy to work with a person or persons who is/are willing to 
do some writing and to assist with organizing items for 
upcoming newsletters, perhaps, but not necessarily, with a 
view to eventually assuming the editorship of the newsletters.  
If you are willing to work with me, please contact me. 
 
A word of appreciation from me to each person who has 
contributed material for our newsletters.   It is those special 
bits of writing which give our newsletter, in my opinion, its 
distinctive “flavour”. 
 

A Thank You To YFBTA Members 
Alisa Leidl - Churchbridge Public School  
 

I would like to pass my sincere thanks for your continued 
YFTBA student sponsorship.  We have been very fortunate to 
benefit from the educated and engaging young people your 
program provides to us each spring.  Students and staff at 
CPS appreciate the increased support for our students to 
explore the elements of our natural environment.  I hope that 
you are able to continue to provide this support in the future. 

Barred Owls Sighting  
Oney Pollock 

 
I have always been interested in owls – perhaps my father’s 
story was the start of it: 
 
We moved to an acreage just outside of Preeceville (now 
within town limits) when I was 5 years old. Although my 
parents were both teachers, they came from farm 
backgrounds and the idea of moving out of town may have 
been to raise a few animals. My dad had a milking cow, Mom 
had chickens, and from time to time they had a pig or two. 
One winter morning my dad was out doing chores while it was 
still dark. He always wore a fur hat. On this particular morning, 
he got the surprise of his life when a Great Horned Owl 
swooped down to snatch his hat!  

I have had various owl sightings over the years and some 
success in calling them. In the Good Spirit Park while skiing at 
night, we have seen and called Great Horned Owls, Great 
Gray Owls, and Snowy Owls. 

I first heard a Barred Owl on a canoe trip north of La Ronge in 
June, 2011. I was intrigued with its call, “hoo, hoo, too-HOO; 
hoo, hoo, too-HOO, ooo” interpreted as “Who cooks for you, 
Who cooks for you all”. Although we heard it a couple of nights 
during that trip, we did not see it – as the calls were from the 
opposite shoreline and in the middle of the night! 

On September 26
th
, 2012, we were camping at Madge Lake, 

SK. At about 5 pm, we had just returned to our campsite after 
being out on the water all afternoon. We heard a Barred Owl 
calling nearby! I started answering and it seemed to be coming 
closer! Then we heard another one calling from the other side 
of the peninsula that we were camped on, so, we listened  

A pair of Barred Owls 
Photo Credit: Duncraft’s Wild Bird Blog 
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YFBTA Summer Student Program 
Wally Karau 

 

Just a few short months ago, YFBTA wound up another year 
of operating the summer student program and planning is 
already in progress for fund raising for the 2013 program. The 
cost to run the 2012 program was approximately $13,000. 
Therefore, given inflation if we plan to proceed next year, our 
fund raising needs to generate around $14,000.  

The 2012 summer student program activities centered 
around three local schools (Churchbridge, Esterhazy and 
Saltcoats) during the months of May and June. During the 
months of July and August, summer camps were carried out 
in Churchbridge and Saltcoats. A few activities were planned 
to take place at Carlton Place such as family days but were 
cancelled due to lack of registrations.   

The school program conducted during the months of May and 
June was a complete success as gauged by both students 
and teachers. Registrations were down for the month of July 
and August camps compared to the previous two years in 
both Churchbridge and Saltcoats. This indicates that some 
thought will have to be given to revising these programs to 
generate more interest if similar camps are to continue.    

As in past years, thanks to corporate donations from the 
Toronto Dominion Bank and the Royal Bank, almost half of 
the 2012 expenses for the student program were covered.  
To make up for the remainder of the finances required, we 
again received generous donations of articles for raffles, 
Chinese auctions and direct sale from within the membership.  
The sale of fruit cakes, Christmas puddings  and  perogies 
made popular the previous year again added to the coffers. 
YFBTA members catered deserts for a Laketown Players 
production in Saltcoats which proved to be a worthwhile fund 
raiser.   Accommodations for the summer student and space 
to conduct the summer camps is always a concern. YFBTA 
wish to thank  Jim and Shirley Jowsey for providing their farm 
house rent free for the student from May through August . 
YFBTA also wishes to thank the Saltcoats Regional Park 
Pavilion Committee and staff as well as the Churchbridge 
Day Care Co-Operative for allowing use to conduct our 
Summer Camps using their facilities free of charge. 

Based on the experiences of the past three years, if the  
summer student program is to continue,  it will take the active 
participation of all members to generate sufficient funds to 
support this worthwhile program.  

 

 

 

Cougars In The Cypress Hills 
Carl Morrison 

In the past decade, confirmed cougar occurrences have been 
increasing east of their contemporary range. In at least four 
areas in North America, cougars have successfully re-
established breeding populations where there has not been 
an ecologically significant population of cougars for the better 
part of the past century. These areas are N.W. Nebraska, the 
Black Hills in South Dakota, the Badlands in North Dakota 
and the Cypress Hills in S.W. Saskatchewan and S.E. 
Alberta.  
 
A shift towards conservation-based cougar management 
(versus eradication efforts that dominated the first half of 20

th
 

century), an increase in deer abundance throughout mid-

western North America, and the cougars’ incredible dispersal 
capabilities are likely key factors contributing to their 
eastward expansion. Although historically cougars ranged 
across North America, the landscape these east-bound 
cougars are returning to is a human-dominated expanse 
much different from the one occupied by their ancestral kin. 
In light of this trend, questions arise as to how this range 
expansion will progress ecologically and be tolerated socially. 
 
Ecologically, the return of a large carnivore to a landscape 
previously void of this guild could be beneficial in terms of 
restoring a more natural balance to the area’s ecosystems. 
However, in order to have a re-colonization event, there must 
be habitat patches large enough in size and with ample prey 
to support a population. Perhaps more importantly, cougars, 
especially breeding age females, need to be able to get 
there. Although cougars have been documented dispersing 
hundreds of kilometers in search of territories, potential 
mates and food, these long distance movements are most 
often done by young males.  

This page is sponsored by Cherrydale Golf and Campground.  

Photo Credit: Carl Morrison 
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Females tend to remain closer to their natal range which 
could be a limiting factor on the rate at which cougars are 
able to re-colonize other areas.  Male territories range from 
150-700km

2
 while females home ranges are smaller (50-

300km
2
) and tend to overlap with other females. Cougars, on 

average, require a deer-sized meal every 7-10 days. 
 
Socially, the return of a large carnivore can be a heated topic. 
In a human dominated landscape, public tolerance could 
ultimately be a determining factor if the cougar is able to re-
colonize other portions of its former range. Therefore, a 
fundamental aspect of managing cougars is understanding 
human-cougar interactions. This includes understanding the 
real and perceived risks associated with coexisting with 
cougars and also understanding how human infrastructure 
and human activity affect cougar ecology and their role in the 
ecosystem. 
 
Our research efforts in the Cypress Hills have aimed to 
address these questions. More specifically, the goals of the 
research are 1) examine the spatial and temporal shift in 
cougar behaviour and habitat selection associated with 
seasonal fluctuations of human use in Cypress Hills 
Interprovincial Park and 2) examine the movement and 
habitat selection of juvenile cougars during dispersal to better 
understand the mechanisms behind this process.  
 
One of the more notable findings to date is that we have not 
documented a single case of livestock depredation by any 
study cougar despite visiting over 600 kills sites. Cougars 
much prefer their natural prey which is primarily deer. 
Although this has helped calm some initial concerns about 
the impact of cougars on the ranching livelihood, there are 
still questions about how cougars will be managed - a 
question that falls to the appropriate wildlife management 
agencies. As our research analysis progresses, it will help 
provide more quantifiable information about cougar ecology 
in the region for this ongoing discussion. With time, I think 
stake holders will gain a better first hand understanding of the 
real and perceived risks associated with cougars. So far, 
without any livestock depredation events by a study cat and 
minimal negative interactions with park visitors, they are off to 
a good start. 
 

Wilson’s Snipe  
Martin Phillips 

 

If you visit any of the marshes in our area, you are probably 
familiar with the Wilson Snipe. Your first hint of their presence 
might have been the hu-hu-hu sound called 
“winnowing” ( wind flowing through his tail feathers ) made by 
the male bird as he defends his territory or attempts to attract 
a mate. The Snipe, a small bird (10.5 to12.5 inches, weighing 
2.8 to 5 oz with a wingspan  of 16 to 19 inches), forages 

along the edge of the marsh, probing through the mud and 
the water with its long flexible bill. If you crept in for a closer 
look, the bird likely crouched in an attempt to hide or it 
flushed, flying away in a zig zag pattern in its attempt to 
escape. 
 
These shorebirds build a small cup-shaped nest close to the 
ground where the female lays 2-4 pale tan to darker brown 
eggs flecked with dark spots. Incubation lasts 18 to 20 days. 
Following the hatch, the parents divide the brood with each 
parent independently caring for 1-2 of the young. They raise 
one brood per year; young remaining with their parent for 
approximately 15-20 days or until their first flight. 

The Wilson’s Snipe Can be found in the summer in the 
Pacific north west from the tip of Alaska south to northern 
California while in the winter they are found in the central and 
southern US, Central America, northern South America as 
well as the Caribbean. The Snipe is not considered to be 
threatened in any way although preservation of wet but 
shallow habitat is essential to the long term viability of this 
species. 
 

It’s For The Birds 
Rob Wilson 

 

Are you willing to do something for birds (and mammals)?  
You can become a part of one of the largest citizen scientist 
projects in North America.  This project is the Christmas Bird 
Count, conducted annually in the United States and in 
Canada.  

The count must occur between December 14, 2012 and 
January 05, 2013 (inclusive).  The deadline for return of 
counts is January 31, 2013.  The preferred count area is a 24 
kilometre diameter circle.  There is a form to be submitted to 
the Saskatchewan coordinator, Alan Smith.  Results are 
published in the “Blue Jay” magazine of Nature 
Saskatchewan.  Results are also sent to Bird Studies Canada 
where they can be accessed by researchers. 

Photo Credit: Martin Phillips 
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A list of folks in the YFBTA region who are planning to 
conduct a count this year are: Rob Wilson (Saltcoats), 
George Murray (Chatsworth), Geoff Rushowick (Yorkton), 
Martin Phillips (Yorkton East), Doug Elsasser (Togo), Walter 
Karau (Churchbridge), and Thom Carnahan (Canora).  

The Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association (YFBTA) 
provides the details of Christmas Bird Counts on its website 
(www.yfbta.com).  There is a down-loadable form for the 
count and there is a sheet with some important notes at this 
site.  YFBTA will be pleased to assist you to get started, 
either as a helper or as an initiator of a count in a region that 
does not yet have one.  You may contact Rob Wilson (744 – 
8140 or rjwilson@sasktel.net) if the answer to a question 
cannot be found on the website. 

2013 YFBTA Symposium   
Carol Bolt 

 

The 2013 Symposium will be held in Churchbridge on April 
13th. It will be at the Churchbridge Community Centre. 
Registration starts at 11AM. Lunch is at 12. The organizing 
committee has contacted several people who will be excellent 
presenters. They are waiting for confirmation before 
announcing the line-up. Register by April 3rd by contacting 
Martha Karau by phone at 896-2660 or email her at 
marwal@sasktel.net. The cost to members is $45 or $55 for 
non-members. Included in the registration fee is lunch and 
supper. Please register early. Be prepared to come and have 
a wonderful, educational day with a group of like-minded, 
congenial people. See you there! 

 

Nature Saskatchewan’s Fall Meet   
Michael Pitt 

 

Sixty-two registrants at Nature Saskatchewan’s Fall Meet 
(September 28-29) in Preeceville enjoyed a wonderful 
weekend, with glorious weather, interesting field trips and 
entertaining speakers. Participants gathered at the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church Hall on Friday evening for registration, light 
refreshments, an introduction to Saturday’s field trips and 
reports from the Prairie Conservation Action Plan.  Natasha 
Wilke, the new PCAP Manager spoke of how more than 30 
groups work together for common objectives.  Local farmer 
Tom Treen discussed his mentoring of younger farmers to 
manage their soils and be better land stewards.  The evening 
concluded with a moonlit walk along Annie Laurie Lake, led 
by Dennis Osatiuk. 

On Saturday, members explored the headwaters of the 
Assiniboine River on a series of field trips.  Dallas Fairburn 
led a tour to Gulka Slough, Ketchen Lake and the 
Satherstrom property,  12 acres of wildlife habitat that   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

has been donated to Nature Saskatchewan.  David Weiman 
and Michael Pitt led walking tours at Lake Lomond, and Mary 
Grimsrud and Lorne Plaxin led a tour of the Preeceville Herit-
age Museum.  All of the groups socialized over a delightful 
outdoor lunch at Lake Lomond. 

The afternoon concluded with a business meeting and mem-
bers’ forum.  The ladies of the Ukrainian Catholic Church ca-
tered a delicious banquet, followed by awards. Michelle 
Clarke, former PCAP Manager, received the annual Conser-
vation Award; Teresa Dolman was named a Fellow for her 
work in preparing indexes for Blue Jay; Carman Dodge re-
ceived the Volunteer-of-the-Year Award and Nature Views 
editors Rob Warnock and Angela Dohms received the Long-
term Service Award.  The Blue Jay editors chose Laura Gar-
diner and Kendall Sonmor for the Cliff Shaw Award. Kathleen 
Pitt won the Larry Morgotch photography award for her imag-
es of Tree Swallows. 

The evening ended with an enthusiastic presentation by Cecil 
Machnee about fur trading forts (Fort Alexandria and Fort 
Hibernia) on the upper Assiniboine River.  Cecil also dis-
played artifacts he’d collected over the years, plus maps and 
research papers. 

Don Weidl provided the following list of  “birds of interest” 
sighted during the weekend: Varied Thrush (very unusual 
sighting for location and time-of-year); Vireo (species not de-
termined – but a good sighting); six Blue Birds; Sharp-tailed 
Grouse; Bald Eagle; Pileated Woodpecker; Rusty Blackbird 
(good sighting); and, Turkey Vultures. 

 
Receiving YFBTA Newsletter In Digital Form   

Rob Wilson 
 

Those 2012 members who requested that they receive their 
newsletters in pdf format have allowed us to save some costs 
associated with our newsletters. 

If you are willing to receive or continue to receive future 
newsletters digitally, please indicate that, by contacting Rob 
Wilson (rjwilson@sasktel.net).    

Providing an email address to YFBTA makes our task of 
keeping you informed much easier.  We have a Communica-
tions Committee that will be developing a group emailing list 
for 2013.   Please consider providing this information to 
YFBTA. 

I continue to be challenged with keeping my group email list 
error-free.  If you suspect that you are “missing” YFBTA com-
munication, please check by contacting me. 

YFBTA Would Like To Thank  The RBC Blue Water Project For Their Support 

http://www.yfbta.com
mailto:rjwilson@sasktel.net
mailto:marwal@sasktel.net
mailto:rjwilson@sasktel.net
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 Letters & Notes 

Dear editor:  A terrific day was spent on Aug. 26 exploring 
Crescent City history and bird watching.  Thanks to all the 
YFBTA members who participated. On behalf of the YFBTA 
we want to thank Tom and Florence Stachura for sharing 
their knowledge of the area and for graciously allowing us to 
wander about on their land.  It  was fun to have a picnic on 
the old Hagel Beach Resort site on Crescent Lake. We really 
were experiencing some of the past.   
 
Sincerely Paula and Morley Maier 

Hi  all who helped in any way with the recent Newsletter. 
Once again you have produced a fine newsletter ---
informative about local activities, but also reaching out in 
many directions in an interesting and intelligent series of arti-
cles, some with photographs. You are doing important work. 
Your newsletter deserves a wide readership. I appreciated 
the excellent treatment of composting; the article on Regional 
Planning in Regina-Lumsden; the favorable approach you 
used to SIGA and how they are meeting the challenge of 
lighting at night during migration times; and a preliminary 
summary of this year's Sage Grouse study.  Every one of 
those articles involved natural history and the environ-
ment.  All of them should appear in local newspapers as well! 
I hope that some of you can make it to Fall Meeting of the 
Saskatchewan Natural History Society. Again, thanks for 
what you are doing.  
 
Sincerely,  
Frank Roy   
jfroy@shaw.ca. 

Just a short note to let you know how AWESOME Tanner has 
been here at P. J. Gillen School.  The kids absolutely love 
him and the program has been so great. Thank you so much 
for supporting this program at our school.  Take care and 
have a great summer!   
 
Reg Leidl 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Where Are They Now? 
An Update On Past YFBTA Summer Students 

 

This past summer YFBTA hired Tanner Garbutt to run the 
summer youth program. He worked with the teachers in the 
schools for May and June, and then he ran camps and out-
door events in July and August. Tanner is back to his own 
education program now in Conservation at Lakeland College 
in Vermilion, Alberta. In a recent phone call interview with 
YFBTA member, Gerri Knudsen, he updated us on what’s 
happening with his education. 
 
Question: What’s your toughest class this year? 
Tanner: The Ornithology (Bird) class. I just had a test of pic-
tures and sounds of all the hawks – including juveniles. It was 
tough. I study the most for this class. I did well on the previ-
ous song bird identifying tests, but the hawks are very chal-
lenging. 
 
Question: Are you in class all day? 
Tanner: We are in class in the morning, and in the field or 
labs most afternoons. One afternoon a week we do bird 
watching. One afternoon we participated in blowing up most 
of a beaver damn to help regulate flooding. This afternoon we 
are doing a watershed lab which includes a culvert assess-
ment to see if there is enough water running through it to sup-
port fish life. 
 
Question: What are some of your most interesting learning 
events this fall? 
Tanner: The end of September we spent the weekend at Wolf 
Lake gill-netting the fish to study them. We weighed, meas-
ured and counted the fish. Another time we were in Hinton, 
Alberta doing a Big Horn Sheep Survey. There were about 24 
in the herd and we were about 20 yards away. Some of the 
males had amazing sets of horns. That was a great trip. 
 
Question: Will you still do field work in the winter? 
Tanner: Yes. For example we will do tracking and a 
“subnivean survey”. 
 
Question: What’s subnivean? 
Tanner: That’s the layer between the snow and the ground 
where mice, voles etc. like to live and run around in the win-
ter. 
 
Question: Anything you would like to say to YFBTA mem-
bers? 
Tanner: Hi to all, and let me know when the Christmas Bird 
counts are happening. I’d like to come, help and see every-
one. 
 

- See the following page for more updates - 

TD Canada Trust Friends Of The Environment Helps Support This Newsletter 

mailto:jfroy@saw.ca
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Memberships and Renewals: 

Martha Karau  

Phone   (306) 896-2660   

Box 403 Churchbridge, SK  S0A 0M0 

E-mail: marwal @sasktel.net 

 

Photos, Letters, Articles for Newsletter: 

Rob Wilson  

Phone (306) 744-8140 

Box 329 Saltcoats, SK   S0A 3R0 

E-mail: rjwilson@sasktel.net 

 

Publisher: 

Marcel Pelletier  

Phone (306) 620-8336 

Box 460 Saltcoats, SK   S0A 3R0 

Email: onecoolharley@hotmail.com 

 

 

Summer Student Shevon Wilson 
Joan Wilson 

 

After Shevon’s experience as YFBTA’s summer Program 
Facilitator and her rewarding time spent with students in 
2011, she decided to return to Lethbridge University to obtain 
her B.Ed. Shevon took classes throughout the year and the 
summer. She qualified to participate in an overseas program 
and was accepted to finish her internship for her degree at an 
international school in Macau, China. There are about a 
thousand students at her school. Most of the students are 
Asian but instruction is in English and the school follows the 
Alberta curriculum. Shevon is teaching Marketing, Computer/
Digital Photography and Business Venture Planning. She has 
been busy with lots of preparation for her classes and report 
cards. She will complete her internship December 21 and 
travel to Thailand for the holidays before returning to Canada. 
Shevon invites YFBTA members to read about some of her 
adventures and interesting experiences in China by reading 
her blog: http://scholasticscandalsheet.blogspot.ca/ 
 

Summer Student Nancy Kennedy 
Walter Farquharson 

 

Remember that brave young woman who was our first 
student educator/program facilitator and who took our ideas 
outline and forged a summer program, establishing a co-
operative and workable arrangements with schools in 
Saltcoats, Esterhazy and Churchbridge, and successfully 
directed the summer day camp programs in those same 
communities during July and August?   We are pleased to 
report that things are going well for her and that she is 
looking forward to again joining our organization now that she 
is no longer a student.   
 
Nancy has recently accepted a permanent position with the 
South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards as an 
Environmental Education and Communication Coordinator. 
One requirement of this position is to acquire the Eco Canada 
Environmental Professional (EP) Certification which offers 
official recognition of their members environmental 

qualifications.  Hopefully Nancy's participation in our summer 
program will be part of her dossier indicating her experience 
and competency in the areas of environmental education and 
training.  

Nancy is pleased to send her regards to everyone at the 
YFBTA. She comments, "My experience working with the 
YFBTA has certainly been  instrumental in leading me down 
my current career path. I am so glad to hear that the summer 
program is continuing to be such a success, and that the 
YFBTA is as busy as ever.  I would sure like to see everyone 
again. Maybe Travis and I will try to make a trip out that way 
for a meeting, or for your next symposium. Keep in touch! 

Young Reader’s Corner 
  
Liam Baron of Saltcoats School reacted to a presentation on 
Falcons by the Oliphants from Saskatoon by writing this 
poem: 
 

FAR 
AND 
LOW 
CLAWS 
OUT 
NAB THAT DUCK! 

http://scholasticscandalsheet.blogspot.ca/

