June

Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association Inc.

What's flying
around....

Does PFRA Now Stand For Please Find
Resources After?
Editorial By Rob Wilson

“After what?” you may ask. After the Federal Government
divests itself of (currently) federally administered parcels of
land, managed under The Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Act
when these lands will revert to our provincial government.
Some provincial politicians have stated that The Government
of Saskatchewan will attempt to sell the land. This implies
that conservation and/or preservation are not contemplated
for species surviving on these lands. Some provincial
politicians have championed retention of community pastures
and some crown lands and/or leasing land with conservation
easements. Former Minister of Agriculture and MLA for
Melville-Saltcoats Bob Bjornerud has often spoken in favour
of such a policy.

So you may now be thinking, “Please Find Resources” for
what? | believe we need to find ways to find resources to
purchase some parcels of land which contain unbroken
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prairie. Most of the native prairie that once covered most of
the area in our Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association
(YFBTA:  www.yfbta.com) region has been permanently
altered to accommodate human usage. It is my understanding
that most of the natural prairie that remains has been severely
“fragmented” to the point that some species can no longer
reproduce upon it.

Conversations with like-minded friends who are concerned
that young people seem to be disconnected from the natural
world tend to be dark and gloomy. One such friend recently
stated that as far as humans are concerned, “We are doomed”
- doomed because we will degrade the natural resources upon
which we depend. The future appears bleak because our
society is focused on growth and development that sometimes
excludes consideration of the fact that humans are consuming
natural resources at a rate that exceeds replacement (eg.
ocean fisheries; fossil fuels; old-growth forests). We also
ignore a gradual degradation of the state of our surface water
and our air. We witness, without alarm, a continual reduction
in the number of species that live in this region. Until we
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Purple Finch Mating Display
Photo Credit: Rob Wilson
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balance consumption with replacement, we face a future with less
“natural capital” and, by extension, a future economy that may not
permit our children, or perhaps grand-children, to live a life style
that we currently enjoy. Wallowing in the gloom and doom seeking
people, institutions and corporations to blame, will, of course, do
little to change the direction of our communal life.

Unlike my friend, | see a glimmer of hope. The glimmer, to my way
of thinking, flickers because many folks are talking and thinking
about a need to protect and preserve native prairie. At the recent
YFBTA Symposium held in Saltcoats, April 28, a prairie-loving
woman, Nora Stewart, requested that she be allowed to speak to
the seventy registrants. In a brief and impassioned address she
implored each person to find a way to get a message through to our
politicians (the only group that can provide the kind of resources
needed) to set aside some of these soon-to-be-disposed-of PFRA
lands as preserved and protected areas. If the political will to do
that cannot be mustered then, at the very least, the Government of
Saskatchewan could ensure that environmental assessments are
conducted with a view to placing conservation easements on those
parts of the land deemed worthy (this determined by environmental
assessment). This is to be done PRIOR TO SALE. Nora’s brief
moment at the microphone resulted in fifty-six signatories to a sheet
that she passed among the crowd.

Where is the glimmer? People are thinking about and talking about
the need for conservation-based, long-term regional planning. This
is a hopeful sign of a changing public will. In my opinion it is a
signal that, if ignored by politicians and by the citizens and
communities they represent, will result in us facing extremely
unhappy consequences in terms of environment and human
society.

How much native prairie remains? My research tells me that in the
southern part of the province there remains (mostly as a result of
the fact that a significant proportion of the land is utilized by
ranchers rather than farmers) approximately 20%. The figure for
land surrounding cities in central areas of the province is closer to
2%. 1 do not know if any person or agency is collecting this
information. If 2% is accurate for our region, does anyone know
where that 2% exists, by whom it is owned and how it is managed?
Would anyone disagree that it is time to discuss and plan for some
public initiative to conserve native prairie spaces regionally?

Another glimmer. There is a massive amount of ditching and
draining happening. | certainly do not criticize land owners for
doing what they have to do. | imagine that some of the unfortunate
land owners who happen to be downstream of these actions must
be unhappy with the lack of a plan. | do ask for some public
meetings, whereby a conservation-based, long-term strategy could
be devised to determine where the drained water is to be directed.
It seems to me that IF THERE WERE A PLAN it would be possible
to have some areas along the needed ditches and trenches set
aside.
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Why set such areas aside? My answer is in order to protect and
preserve some (to-be-determined-by-a-meeting-of-stakeholders)
fraction of the 2% of the native prairie that remains along SOME
PORTIONS OF THE DRAINED WATERS ROUTE as it flows to the
Assiniboine River. Is this not an opportunity?

Those of us who photograph wildlife, who hike or drive hoping to
view wildlife and those of us who hunt realize that animals
(including birds) require corridors along which they may move.
Such corridors increase their chances of survival while travelling
without shelter, cover or food from one remnant of their habitat to
another. We have a responsibility to assist the billions of birds that
migrate through our region. Could not a carefully devised “master
plan” providing for removal of water from needed acres also provide
for a sustainable series of protected spaces which would not only
protect prairie remnants but would also provide essential wildlife
corridors and resting points for migrants? Could not such a human-
crafted water route include, at planned intervals, parcels of land
with public access? Could not a portion of the soon-to-be-disposed
-of PFRA lands and/or soon-to-be-sold crown lands be incorporated
into such a plan? Our society can find dollars to support dreams of
a stadium. There are millions of dollars (a thousand of them, |
believe) to research carbon recapture and re-release if it is sold.
Can there not be a discussion of the dollars which might be
provided to purchase and maintain local acres that preserve native
prairie, our valuable legacy lands? | believe that we have an
opportunity to craft a vision.

This opportunity could perhaps be initiated through our elected
representatives who could support and enable a meeting of
stakeholders. Most importantly, each of us can play a role in talking
with neighbours and friends, building a new consensus that will
push preservation of prairie lands higher on the list of each
communities priority, and creating an expectation on the part of all
citizens that governments and corporations can, and will, choose to
act responsibly to protect and enhance the viability of native lands
where they still exist.

Kelsey Ecological Society Announcement

We will be hosting Nature Saskatchewan'’s Fall Meet in Preeceville,
September 28-29. The Friday and Saturday evening events will
take place at the West End Community Hall of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church, at 27 3rd St NW. Three Saturday field trips will
feature migratory waterfowl at Gulka Slough, Ketchen Lake and
Lake Lomond. Registration by September 14 is $60.00; $75.00
thereafter. Contact Michael Pitt for more information (306) 547-
2008; mpitt755@gmail.com)
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Paying It Forward
YFBTA Member Kathy Morrell

Isabelle Priestly was a botanist, mentor and friend, someone
who encouraged an interest in nature and organized the work
of the Yorkton Natural History Society. Her group of budding
young naturalists included Stuart Houston. As a child in
Yorkton, Stuart fell under the influence of Mrs. Priestly, an
influence that would begin his life-long curiosity about the
natural world.

Tanner Garbutt continues the tradition.

Tanner has been hired as YFBTA's Summer Program
Facilitator. He has completed his first year of study in Wildlife
and Fisheries Conservation at Lakeland College in Vermillion
and hopes to complete his second year before continuing at
university in the same field.

Lauretta Ritchie-McInnes with Tanner Garbutt
Photo Credit: Kathy Morrell

Tanner’s interest in nature is family based. His older brother,
who studied Wildlife and Fisheries Conservation at Lakeland
College as well, is employed doing water survey work for
Environment Canada.

“Both mom and dad like to fish,” Tanner added. “Even my one
-year-old nephew has been out in the boat.”

‘I remember my first fishing tournament,” Tanner said. “It was
put on by the Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation. Even though
the weather was windy, the lake was choppy and | was afraid
of water, | wasn’t going to quit. I'd already paid the entry fee.
By the end of the day, only seven of the 50 boats on the water
had caught a fish. | was one of them. We all tied for seventh
place.”
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Tanner gave an infectious grin. “The good thing about it was
that | didn’t lose to my principal who was a participant and a
tournament fisherman. It wasn’t winning, but it sure wasn’t
losing either.”

In addition to his family, Laurie and Joe Milligan encouraged
Tanner’s interest in nature and his understanding of the
issues facing the environment. He was a member of a youth
group of the Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation and assumed
a leadership role within that organization.

“l think of my work with the YFBTA as paying it forward,”
Tanner said. “I've learned an interest in nature from my
family, from the youth group | belonged to. Now it's my turn.”

It sounds very much like a tradition established more than 75
years ago, very much like Isabelle Priestly.

Highway 47 Bluebird Trail
Val Edwards & Mavis Hrynkiw

After an interesting conversation with Mr. Bill Anaka, Val
Edwards, my husband Jim, and I, Mavis, started out with
renewed enthusiasm to tackle “the highway 47 bluebird trail”
to repair and put up a few new condos for bluebirds. It was a
beautiful sunny day( Mar 30 ) and we got to enjoy several
bluebird sightings and other enthusiastic birds checking out
possible nesting sites. Val's quick eye spotted a kestrel and
other hawks, which | couldn't identify.

Val also pointed out an area where some natural native
grasses and plants are growing. Next time | will have to bring
a bird book as well as a plant book.Val's muffins and cheese
topped off the afternoon "sitting on top of the world ".

Editor’s Note: A couple of years ago, Val Edwards undertook
to maintain a portion of a long line of bluebird houses
installed over many years by Bill and Joyce Anaka.
Subsequently, Mavis and Jim Hrynkiw have agreed to assist.
I hope, with the assistance of Val and Mavis, to be able to
provide a follow-up report at the end of the summer.

Male and Female Mountain Blue Bird
Photo Credit: Morley Maier
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Unusual Mortality At Snake Hibernaculum
Andrew Didiuk

The red-sided garter snake hibernaculum at the Fort
Livingstone National Historic Site, near Pelly, Saskatchewan,
has been known since 1875, when the fort was
constructed. Local resident, Cliff Abrahamson, visited this
site about one week before Thanksgiving of 2011 when he
observed the usual congregation of snakes returning from
summer feeding areas. On Thanksgiving day, October 10,
this situation was drastically altered when Cliff reported large
numbers of dead snakes at the hibernaculum site.

Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment was notified and
conservation officer Ron Mytopher visited the site on October
14 when he observed 300-400 dead snakes. Ron collected
some of the dead snakes and this sample was submitted to
the Western College of Veterinary Medicine for
necropsy. Wildlife pathologist Lorraine Bryan examined 25 of
the dead snakes, and Lorraine reported no evidence of
disease, chemical poisoning or blunt trauma from acts of
vandalism was present in any of the samples. At the site,
Ron and CIiff both reported no evidence of this nature as
well. Upon additional examination, all 25 snakes revealed
the presence of small lacerations in the skin and underlying
muscle of the neck region, in some cases with severing of the
spinal cord, which is typical of bite wounds. Additional
examinations are being conducted in an attempt to determine
from puncture separations the possible mammalian predator
(s) which may have been involved.

It appears this significant mortality of snakes by predation
occurred within a short time of about one week, based on
Cliff's earlier visit to the site, and the limited state of
decomposition of the bodies which were submitted. It is
surprising that such a large number of snakes would be killed
and not consumed or carried off by predators when the
snakes have access to the holes of the hibernaculum. Cliff
also reported that during a visit last May to the site he
observed some snakes which had difficulty in emerging from
the wet soil around the holes of the hibernaculum, with some
snakes firmly wedged and unable to exit.

It is possible that with the recent heavy rains and
resulting high soil moisture there have been down-
slope slumping of the low hill where the holes of the
hibernaculum are situated, such that snakes may not have
been able to enter their wintering site upon their arrival in

September through early October. The weather in early
October was relatively mild with no freezing temperatures
overnight. The snakes may have been compelled to stay
above the surface in the immediate vicinity of the holes and
may have accumulated in numbers with new arrivals.

There was some evidence of partial consumption of snakes
but it is uncertain if this was scavenging of dead snakes, or
predation. Some predators may respond to the movement of
the snakes with subsequent attack without any attempt to
consume the snakes. There may have been multiple

predators involved, such as a family of coyotes or
racoons. Certainly this a puzzling situation, and | invite all
readers to share their ideas!

Photo Credit: Ron Mytopher

Letter To The Editor
YFBTA Member Candace Savage

Prairie is back! No, not the grasslands of the great North
American plains--which tragically are in failing health--but
Prairie: a Natural History by Saskatchewan author, Candace
Savage. The book, first published in 2005, has recently been
released in an updated and redesigned second
edition. Through photos, drawings, maps, information and
inspiration, the book advocates for the appreciation and
protection of natural grasslands in our region and wherever
else they still exist. More information about the book: http://
www.dmpibooks.com/book/prairie-new-edition
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More Moose On The Loose
Jennifer Avison

The only moose sightings | remember occurred when
camping with my family up north. They resulted in
momentary excitement and a photo that resembled a dark
brown boulder amid the trees.

It was 2006 when | made my first trek down to Oxbow,
Saskatchewan. Because of its southern location, | was
exceedingly surprised when | noticed a moose lazily
wandering from one small willow-framed slough to another.
When filling in locals of my sighting | learned that there had
been the odd moose sighting in the area, which would have
been unheard even three years previous.

Come 2009, moose were so abundant that they were
included in the big game draw for the area around Oxbow.
So why would Canada’s favourite ungulate expand to the
open grasslands of the south? Well, the real question should
be why not?

The cropland is a free buffet, and the several wetlands
provide aquatic plants to provide the sodium requirement for
their diet. Even in the winter, bark, shrubs, and coniferous
trees provide them with enough nutrients to make it through
the season.

Photo Credit: Jennifer Avison

Aside from a food source, trees function as cover from
predators. It is humans who have provided the vegetative
shelter. But who is to say that within time natural predators of
moose such as cougars, black bears and even wolves won’t
make their way south as well?

There have been rumored sightings already. And let's not

forget, fewer ftrees result in better quality roadside
photographs of our friendly Canadian moose.
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Osprey In Canora
YFBTA Member Oney Pollock

After hearing of a pair of ospreys nesting, last year, near the
PFRA dam four miles east of Canora, Thom and | eagerly
awaited their return this spring. We first drove out to the site
on April 18" but, saw no sign of them. We did note the huge
nest of mud and branches atop the power pole and saw that
the power transmission lines had been rerouted around the
pole. Sask Power in partnership with the Town of Canora,
whose treatment plant is on the site, decided last year to take
action to avoid accidental electrocution of the birds. We
heard through others that the birds returned on April 25™ and
decided to return to check the site at our first opportunity. On
April 28", we drove out. There was no activity at the nest at
this time. We drove down closer to the river in hopes of
seeing them fishing. Disappointed, we returned home without
a sighting. Perhaps they were fishing further downstream
away from view.

On May 13" we took an early morning drive and were
excited to see one of the adult osprey sitting atop the nest!
Hoping to see the mate down by the river, we approached
quietly. Again, there was no sign of the other bird close by.
However, we did see a mature bald eagle perched on top of
another pole 20-30 feet from the osprey nest and facing the
river! He, too, was out for an early morning meal. We
watched for awhile, hoping to see the other osprey return or
to see the eagle dive for a fish; but saw neither. We left
hoping that there would be no disruption of the nesting with
another large bird of prey in the near vicinity. We plan to
return to watch the progress at the nest and hopefully to
catch a glimpse of the nestlings.

Editor’s note: YFBTA salutes The Town of Canora and Sask.
Power for their efforts on behalf of the ospreys. We hope that
Oney will keep us informed about this season’s parenting on
behalf of the Canora ospreys.

Burgess Beach Bittern
Darryl Stevenson

| had heard this guy out front for about a week, but could not
spot him. | finally saw him early this morning in a slough out
front when | went out to feed the birds. We have been taking
our bird feeders down for the nights as a raccoon is tearing
them apart and won't go in the raccoon trap. When | walked
out, | scared the ducks and then spotted the Bittern.
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Photo Credit: Darryl Stevenson

| stood and watched him as he stood with head straight up for
as long as | was there, maybe ten minutes. This Bittern never
flinched. | quickly fetched my camera and when | came out
(two nesting geese were right in front of him and flew noisely
away) the Bitten never moved. That's when | took his picture.
It ducked down at first but stood straight up again when it saw
me. He makes a funny galuup galuup sort of sound and can
be heard by quite a few people out here; but rarely
seen. We had three here last fall, so I'm thinking there are a
couple in the reeds again this spring.

Who’s Living In My House?
YFBTA Member Walter Karau

On Thursday 8" March 2012, | was informed by Mike Dervin,
a local Building Contractor, that a Great Horned Owl had
taken up residence in one of his partially completed houses in
Churchbridge. Approximately half an hour later, | returned
with my camera and took several photos. | was surprised that
the owl ignored me as | moved closer to get a better shot.

Photo Credit: Walter Karau
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Letters To The Editor:

| just wanted to say how well you have done in the most re-
cent issue of the Yellowhead Flyway Birding Association
Newsletter. There is variety, interest, evidence of careful re-
search, a biography of several authorities, something for the
kids, news of the provincial fall meet (the first info I've re-
ceived) and several other articles of interest. And the whole
package is attractive -- very important.

| notice that there are no readily identifiable members of the
Yellow Head Assoc on "Saskbirds", the provincial website
where birders exchange news about the activities of the
birds and birders in their area. Perhaps they don't know about
it. The address to get started is Sas-
kbirds@egroups.com. Membership is free and encour-
aged. You don't have to be a great birder to join; everyone
can enjoy the news items, and when a person feels like con-
tributing, it's easy to do so.

Perhaps you could write up something on the organization
and its activities in the next issue of your newsletter. If you've
already done so, just ignore my remarks. | think that many
Yellowheaders would enjoy membership, and you could use
it occasionally to announce certain activities in your end of
the province.

Thanks for keeping me on your email list. | really appreciate
what you and your organization are doing.

Sincerely, Frank Roy

It was a pleasure to spend April 28™ at the splendid symposi-
um in sunny Saltcoats. Congratulations to the organizers1

| was grateful to be allowed to speak briefly to the attendees
about the PFRA pastures that may soon be transferred to the
Saskatchewan government and eventually sold (part of the
changes to environmental laws in the recent Federal budget).
| was very pleased that almost everyone in the room was will-
ing to sign an appeal for the protection of these lands.

Much of the prairie grassland that remains in an unbroken
state is hilly, rocky or sandy — not suitable for agriculture. But
many of the PFRA pastures are large blocks of arable land
and as such, are unique remnants which support different
flora and fauna than, for example, the Qu’Appelle River Val-
ley or the Moose Mountain Foothills. The pastures have
been managed well and deserve their positions as a signifi-
cant part of the Representative Areas Network (RAN) of
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Saskatchewan (see RAN Report, 2005), although oil and gas
activities are having a negative impact in some areas.

Some groups are suggesting that these priceless and irre-
placeable lands should be given special status with not even
oil and gas extraction allowed. That’s unlikely to happen, but
at the very least, the properties should be assessed and,
where possible, conservation easements applied before the
lands are sold. | urge everyone to support this effort.

Nora Stewart, YFBTA member, Arcola, Sask.

Symposium Report
Burke Sebastian
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Editor’s note: Burke, who is ten years of age, attended the
Symposium. He agreed to do a few interviews during the
day. Unfortunately, Burke came down with some flu symp-
toms and decided to leave part way through the day. He did
interview displayers Floyd and Dianne Henrickson of The Sas-
katchewan Trappers’ Association as well as Cecil Machnee
who spoke about fur-trading forts on the Assiniboine River.

During the walk-about, Burke was the only one in my group to
spot The Mountain Bluebird enter a bird house located in Salt-
coats.

Thank you for submitting your interview, Burke. YFBTA wants
to hear from more young naturalists.

Saskatchewan Trappers’ Association:
Dianne Hendrickson

The Saskatchewan trappers are dedicated to the wise use
and enhancement of our fur resources. We represent Sas-
katchewan trappers and defend the right to trap and harvest
fur in an honest, humane and professional manner. We be-
lieve the fur bearers of Saskatchewan should be properly
managed for the benefit of everyone.

We have a tanned fur kit containing every commercially har-
vested furbearer in Saskatchewan. This kit is taken to
schools, clubs, social events and wildlife functions where
each species is identified. As part of our presentations, we
discuss food sources and habitats. We explain humane trap-
ping methods as well as answer questions pertaining to fur
management and marketing.

Trained members of the Saskatchewan Trappers’ Association
will conduct classes for first time trappers wishing to obtain a
trapping licence.

A scholarship is available ($1000.00) to STA members and
their immediate families who meet certain criteria. For more
info please e-mail: sasktrappers@sasktel.net.

Saskatchewan Trappers' Association Display

Photo Credit: Dianne Hendrickson

Editor’s note: Floyd and Dianne may be able to assist schools
in arranging a classroom presentation at no cost to the
schools. Contact them at (306) 324-2087 to explore possibili-
ties.

YFBTA Would Like To Thank TD Canada Trust For Their $1000.00 Donation
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Marbled Godwit Sighting South of Regina, Saskatchewan
Photo Credit: Rob Wilson

Great Egret At Madge Lake In Duck Mountain Park
Photo Credit: Rob Wilson
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An Invitation To Our Young Readers
YFBTA Member Marcel Pelletier

In previous issues of the Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail
Association’s newsletter, What’s flying around, we have had
noteworthy contributions from young readers. When space
and time has permitted us to do so, it has been a pleasure to
include these contributions in our newsletters. For an
example of this, please refer to our last issue of this
newsletter in March, where there was a “Young Readers
Corner” on page seven.

Every effort is made to reproduce these submissions in their
original state and we would like to thank those who have
assisted junior contributors to have writing, art and/or
photographs published in What'’s flying around. | ask that you
continue to lend your encouragement to youth to submit
material for possible publication. We would like to thank you
in advance for your consideration of this very worthwhile
participation. Our contact information is provided at the
bottom of this page.

RBC Provides Support To YFBTA

The Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association (YFBTA)
happily accepted a cheque in the amount of $5000.00 from
The RBC Blue Water Project. This kind of support
encourages the many folks that give generously of their time
as volunteers in our association.
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