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Some surprising statistics:

While researching information about the Government of Sas-
katchewan’s Statements of Provincial Interest, I found a refer-
ence that stated that in the areas immediately adjacent to Sas-
katchewan’s largest cities, up to 98% of native prairie land has
disappeared.

A recent letter from Ducks Unlimited stated that currently in
Canada we lose 80 acres of wetland everyday.

“The World Wildlife Fund released a study in the fall of 2004
that estimated that humanity is consuming more than 20 per
cent more natural resources than the Earth can pro-
duce” ( “Conservator” Volume 26 Number 1, 2005). I don’t
know how humanity is doing in 2011 but with our world’s popu-
lation hitting 7 billion in 2010, I believe that rate of consump-
tion must be greater today than it was in 2005.

A large-scale study has documented the degradation of wet-
lands across the Canadian prairies. More than 90% of the sur-
veyed wetlands had visible agricultural impacts, according to
the analysis of more than 10,000 wetlands over a two-decade

span. Based on the high rate of impact and slow rate of re-
covery in prairie wetlands, the researchers recommend
stronger wetland protection measures. (Environment Canada
2011)

At the Native Prairie Plant Society conference in Saskatoon,
Feb. 19, the executive director, Chet Neufeld, reminded the
audience that approximately 6% of Saskatchewan’s native
prairie remains. Continued loss of our natural prairie will ulti-
mately result in loss of species that depend on prairie. The
loss of these species is a great loss of natural resources.
These resources have some value.

A problem
If we do not pay attention to continued declines we risk, on
behalf of future generations, complete loss of the ecosystem
that sustained the first settlers of our province and the eco-
system that sustained Aboriginal people prior to settlement.

Bill Anaka in his younger days.
Bill and his wife Joyce have a passionate interest in the

natural world. Page 4
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We risk losing a significant part of the next generation’s natu-
ral heritage. Children of the future deserve an opportunity to
experience the vastness of untouched prairie as a right of in-
heritance. We owe a legacy of natural heritage – call it a liv-
ing museum – to the future citizens of this province. With 6%
remaining surely it is time to prevent the disappearance of a
wondrous ecosystem. How do we protect and preserve the
natural heritage of not-yet-born citizens of this region? How
do we go about ensuring a legacy?

A proposed solution: A 6% solution
I believe that in the YFBTA region there exists a will to pre-
serve some remnants of our natural prairie areas. I propose a
6% solution. A premise is that we take collective action to
“hold the line” at 6%. We begin immediately to initiate actions
that attempt to prevent further loss of the amount of natural
prairie that remains in our region.

It is time to establish an inventory that tells us what native prai-
rie remains in this region. Once such a determination is made
I further propose that we implement an ongoing monitoring
system. The objective of the monitoring is to alert us to further
declines.

A further step is to identify needs. There must be a dialogue
with many stakeholders. If future generations are to have an
opportunity to experience native prairie then the tracts of land
must be sufficiently large to sustain the prairie soil and the
species that depend upon that soil. What will be the size of
such a tract? How is it to be developed? Will there be public
access? How will funding be achieved? Some will not agree
that 6% is an appropriate amount of prairie to preserve. Per-
haps it is too much. How much, if any, should be protected
and preserved? How many of these remnants should be es-
tablished, if any, in our region? Since the costs of preserva-
tion would have to be borne by taxpayers, some sort of polling
would be required to determine if these kinds of actions would
be sufficiently supported to allow governments to proceed with
necessary expenditures. In my view it is time to ask the ques-
tions.

It’s time to determine the value of our region’s untouched
spaces. By this I mean that it is time to place an economic
value on our remaining natural and as-of-yet-undisturbed natu-
ral spaces and the services that the natural world provides
within these spaces. Recent studies reveal that these values,
often referred to as ecological goods and services, have tradi-
tionally been ignored.

Dr. Nancy Olewiler, an internationally recognized environ-
mental economist at Simon Fraser University has stated,
“We’re destroying systems we can’t replace without properly
assessing their value to society”. In a case study looking at
natural capital in the agricultural lands in the Upper Assinibo-
ine River Basin Dr. Olewiler found that natural landscapes

may be worth more in a preserved state than if converted to
farmland. She reported that “At first glance that may seem
surprising. But when the savings in government payments
and crop insurance premiums, the value of improved water
quality, reduced wind erosion, reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions (from tractors), carbon sequestration, water-based
recreation, increased wildlife hunting and viewing are in-
cluded, the benefits add up to at least $33 per hectare, and
more likely $65 per hectare” (Taken from “Natural Capital”
by Stephen Leahy “Conservator”: 26 – 1; 2005). What is
the value of our remaining areas of native prairie?

I suggest that the above actions should result in policy. A
policy of replacement could be adopted within our region.
The idea is that as we, through our local governments, decide
that if various bits of native prairie and/or wetland areas must
be destroyed (in the interests of economic development and
growth) we commit to restoration of an equal amount in a dif-
ferent locality within the region. With a policy of replacement
we would be able to prevent our remaining native prairie from
dropping below the 6% level.

Encouraging gleanings.
Over the past couple of months I have discovered some
viewpoints. These seem, to my mind, to be very compatible
with our YFBTA stated objectives. It is affirming to note that
various groups and individuals are advocating on behalf of
our natural spaces and our natural heritage.

Reading the January newsletter of the Saskatchewan Prairie
Conservation Action Plan I noticed the following:

PCAP Vision – “Healthy native prairie ecosystems as vital
parts of our vibrant and strong communities”.

PCAP Ecosystem Goal – “Native prairie ecosystem health
and biodiversity are conserved and restored as part of a func-
tioning landscape”.

PCAP Economic Goal – “Sustainable uses of native prairie
improve the livelihoods of Saskatchewan people”.

PCAP Cultural Goal – “Native prairie is a valued part of our
culture and identity as Saskatchewan people”.

I certainly agree with PCAP’s vision and goals.

In some areas of our province concerned citizens have rec-
ognized a need for long-term planning with a conservation
perspective. One group is communicating with their rural mu-
nicipalities and with the Government of Saskatchewan in a
dedicated effort to gain support for a comprehensive plan
(See article on our website by Gary Howland, president of
Lumsden Valley Community Association). You can learn
much more by contacting Gary.
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This page is sponsored by Cherrydale Golf and Campground.

I encountered a wonderful interview of Richard Forman in
“Landscapes” (Winter 2010 Vol. 12 No. 1). Richard is consid-
ered by some to be “the father of landscape ecology”. His
work highlights the importance of natural systems in urban
regions. The nub of the interview is a discussion of the impor-
tance of understanding spatial patterns in particular land-
scapes. Recognizing and understanding these patterns re-
veals “the movements and flows across the landscape, where
water is flowing, how wildlife is moving, where people are go-
ing…the landscape is a living system” Richard emphasizes
the need to involve a diversity of stakeholders in formulating
plans to preserve areas that are sufficiently large to account
for biodiversity. The article provides encouraging examples of
urban areas that are benefiting from this kind of planning.

I believe that this kind of planning could be undertaken locally
by rural municipalities. It will be essential to have support and
leadership provided by our provincial government. Govern-
ments will have to hear from constituents before they give at-
tention to these matters.

If you care about protection and preservation, if you think that
the time has come and if you have a word with a local politi-
cian we may be on the cusp of a 6% solution.

The day begins with registration and the opening
of trade tables at 11:00 am and includes:

Noon Lunch and Speaker

Wes Olson - Manager of bison herd at the

Grasslands National Park

Afternoon Speakers

Michael Pitt - Canoeing Northern

Saskatchewan

Joan Wilson - Native Prairie Plants

Evening reception begins at 5:30 pm

Fried Chicken Dinner followed by speaker

Allison Henderson - Grassland Birds

The concurrent Youth Symposium for ages 5 -12
will be facilitated by the 2010 YFBTA Summer
Student, Nancy Kennedy, along with Stephanie

Stuart and Jared Clarke.

To register contact: Yellowhead Flyway Birding
Trail Association (YFBTA)

Martha Karau: 306. 896-2660
marwal@sasktel.net

Pre-registration March 28, 2011

Registration includes admission, speakers,
activities and all meals.
$50.00 / Adult
$10.00 / Youth

Piliated Woodpeckers
Photo by Darryl and Vicki Stevenson of Burgess

Beach at Good Spirit Lake. Male at top of tree, female
at bottom of tree.
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The Bluebird Line : Carol Bolt

Bill and Joyce Anaka live on the 3rd floor of a light-filled
condominium in Yorkton. It has panoramic views to the north,
west and south over the city and surrounding countryside. It's
sort of like a nest in the sky. This is fitting because Bill and
Joyce, who have a passionate interest in the natural world,
developed an even more intense interest in bluebirds. They
started to put out nest boxes in1984. They have only
reluctantly given up the care of their bluebird line. Various
people have tried to carry on their work.

The Anakas' bluebird line ran for an astonishing 53km. They
utilized the fence lines of the Good Spirit Community Pasture.
The habitat there is ideal for bluebirds. It is well grazed
pasture. The topography is slightly rolling with wooded bluffs
and has a number of seasonal waterways associated with
willow bluffs.

It took a couple of years to get things right. The first year all
the boxes were occupied by tree swallows. Stuart Houston
suggested putting a box for swallows on the post next to the
one with the bluebird nest. This solved the problem with the
tree swallows. Previously, they would arrive to find the
bluebird boxes occupied - by bluebirds - and throw them out.
Now that they had their own homes move-in ready, they left
the bluebirds alone.

The next problem was the raccoon invasion. Bill says they
are smart and vicious. Not his favourite animal. One year the
raccoons cleared out every nest box for a 5km. stretch. After
some research, Bill discovered a coon-proof box used by Ron
Bittner of Abernethy. It has two entrances and is easy to
clean. Plans for construction of this nest box may be seen on
the YFBTA website.

Some problems are caused by house wrens if the nest boxes
are too close to trees. Starlings and sparrows can also cause
problems but with the Bittner-style nest box – not so many.
Deer mice will occupy the boxes over the winter but if
properly cleaned, the are easy to get rid of.

Bill and Joyce spent many happy hours monitoring the nest
boxes. This began the 3rd week of May and lasted till the last
fledging in August.

Bluebirds are tolerant and won't abandon a nest because of
human interference. All the nest boxes are cleaned after the
winter and then checked regularly to record the number of
eggs, general progress and number of fledglings. Each nest
is visited five to eight times a season. This would see Bill and
Joyce out every couple of weeks with their trusty VW diesel-
rabbit and later with their camper. Table, chairs, pure luxury.
If they were really fast they could check all the boxes in one

day but it usually took two. Photos taken when they were out
on the line show fields of wildflowers, brilliant blue skies,
herds of cattle being patiently herded by the range riders.
Saskatchewan at its best.

In twenty years of running the line Bill and Joyce have been
responsible for the fledging of thousands of bluebirds. Of
course, not all of the birds make it back after a winter spent in
the south but the number of birds they have “raised” is a
testament to their passion. Thank you Bill and Joyce.

The Cranes you see pictured were located just east of

Cherrydale Golf course. They had been feeding in this

particular field for a number of days. There were at least 150

birds on the field and they continued to feed for a couple of

weeks. I watched them for a number of days while taking

pictures from the edge of the field. They were quite skittish so

it took awhile before I was able to get a decent picture.

The birds were likely flying out of the Rokeby Marshes, just

south of the field they were feeding in. They may have been

local birds as we appear to be on the southern edge of their

breeding grounds or they may have originated father north

and were just stopping off on their way to the Platte River

Sandhill Crane

Photo by Martin Phillips

Sandhill Sightings - Martin Phillips
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where up to 450,000 of the birds stop on their journey as far

south as New Mexico.

Adults are approximately 47 inches in length, weigh about 6-7

pounds and have a wingspan of up to 78 inches. The sexes

look alike. They are omnivorous, eating plant tubers, grains

and small vertebrates and invertebrates. The Sandhill Crane

does not breed until it is two to seven years of age (usually

laying two eggs). They can live up to 20 years. Mated pairs

stay together year round and migrate south as a group with

their offspring. You have probably heard the trumpeting call

of the crane as they fly overhead in the fall. Mated pairs also

engage in unison calling, with the female crane making two

calls for every single call of the male.

There was a time when there where far fewer Cranes

(1940s), but now the Sandhills are the most abundant of the

world’s cranes numbering about 650,000 birds.

Nature Saskatchewan’s Spring
Meet: June 3 – 5, 2011

Kathy Morrell

Focus on Youth

It’s new. It’s innovative. It’s exciting, too. For the first time,
Nature Saskatchewan will include a three day Youth Rally as
a part of its Spring Meet, an event hosted by the Yellowhead
Flyway Birding Trail Association. The goal for the teenagers
(ages13 to 17) is to increase their awareness of the natural
environment. It is just possible they might have a little fun,
too.

The Youth Rally begins Friday evening with registration at the
Saltcoats Community Hall and the opportunity for visiting and
meeting the others in their group. Activities at the camp site
that evening include star gazing with expert Jim Huziak and
sleeping overnight in tents. (The word sleeping is chosen
optimistically!) Saturday morning, the young people will have
opportunities to participate in birding, archery and geo-
caching. At 11:30, they will join the adult group for lunch at
the Western Development Museum and for their choice of
tour on the regular afternoon schedule.

During the social hour before Saturday’s banquet, adult
registrants are encouraged to talk with the teenagers about
their day and their favourite activities. Immediately following,
the youth registrants will meet for dinner separate from the
adults. The meal is meant to give the group a chance to form

bonds that will foster an interest and commitment to
nature. Sunday morning, the youth participants will have two
activity oriented sessions. The first is canoeing; the second a
hands-on study of the fascinating world of
invertebrates. YFBTA is counting on Mom nature to provide
suitable weather as the youth activities are much more active
in nature than the adult programs.

The Youth Rally, with its exciting menu of activities, is a new
venture for Nature Saskatchewan. The event represents a
determination to capture the interest of youth in nature.

The fee for youth registrants to attend the event is only $40,
an amount that comes no where close to paying for food,
accommodation, equipment and transportation for the Youth
Rally. Needless to say, the YFBTA is subsidizing the costs of
the event.

To help offset the costs, the YFBTA is inviting organizations,
families and clubs to sponsor a youth as a participant. The
sponsoring group will identify a teenager interested in nature
and provide the financial assistance to attend the event. The
youth component of Spring Meet promises quality programs
and a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to meet people of similar
interests, whether they be adult or youth. For more
information about this sponsorship initiative or youth
registration information, please contact a member of the
YFBTA

Open Invitation to the Public

“Spring Meets give people with common interests the
opportunity to gather in fellowship,” explained Lauretta Ritchie-
McInnes, president of the YFBTA. “It offers participants the
chance to reject the computer connection in favour of the
warmth and friendliness of human interaction.” It is, in part at
least, that interaction that is the focus of Nature
Saskatchewan’s Spring Meet and the attraction for the general
public to attend the event.

This newsletter is offering this abbreviated schedule of events.
It is meant to entice interest rather than to detail all the
relevant information. That information is available in Nature
Views, the newsletter of Nature Saskatchewan, on the YFBTA
website, or from members of the YFBTA.

Friday, June 3

1:00 PM Registration begins at the Saltcoats and District
Community Hall

Aboriginal art display and sale.
Evening Reception and presentation about Saturday’s tours.
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Saturday, June 4
Transportation is provided to the morning tours, lunch at the
Western Development Museum, and the afternoon tours.

Morning Tour Options
8:30 – 11:30 Tours depart from Saltcoats Hall.

Bradford farms/Chesney Farm: an exploration of aspen
bluffs, unbroken prairie, the water habitat of Crescent Lake
and other natural environments.

Isabel Priestly Trail and York Lake (York Lake Regional
Park): an excellent location for the sighting and study of
various plant and bird species.

Rokeby Marsh (Ducks Unlimited) exploration of the wetland
and its birds.

11:30 Lunch at the Yorkton Branch of the Western
Development Museum.

Afternoon Tour Options
1:30 – 4:30 Tours depart from the Saltcoats Hall. The Youth
Rally participants will join the tours.

Harris Conservation Project and Richardson International
Sustainable Land Use Centre :

The site of the Harris Conservation Project located behind
the offices of Ducks Unlimited in Yorkton includes an
interpretive trail, observation areas, a boardwalk that extends
into the marsh, and a zero entry dock for those who might
want to launch a canoe.

The tour of the Richardson International Sustainable Land
Use Centre, a partnership project of Richardson International
and Ducks Unlimited, will highlight landscape issues and best
practices for agriculture and the environment.

The Ravine Ecological Preserve and the Warren Hjertaas
Nature Trail:

This area, contained within the city of Yorkton, includes
three natural habitats: wetlands, grassland, and forest. The
visit includes the opportunity to view birds, aquatic life,
mammals, amphibians and reptiles as well as a wide variety of
shrubs and plants.

Barvas Marsh (Ducks Unlimited):
The area is a naturalist’s delight. It features a variety of

plant species: native grasses, forbs, shrubs, trees and some
ninety flowers. The area is alive with 72 species of birds.

Evening Activities
4:30 Participants will be dropped off at the Comfort Inn in

Yorkton or at the Saltcoats Community Hall. Those leaving
the bus at the hotel will be responsible for their own

transportation to the banquet in Saltcoats.
5:00 Time to socialize with adult and youth participants.
6::30 Banquet and program.

Sunday, June 5
6:30 AM Walk the Leflay Trail at Saltcoats.
8:00 Breakfast at the Saltcoats Hall.
9:00 AGM – Nature Saskatchewan.

The fee for early adult registration (prior to May 16) is
$115. After May 15 and up to May 31, the registration
deadline, the fee rises to $125.

In addition to the events listed in the schedule above,
YFBTA has arranged for additional tours in East Central
Saskatchewan on Sunday. All three tours demand participants
hike some distance over hilly, uneven, wet terrain. The first
option is a walk with Barb Elsasser along the south facing
slope of the Assiniboine River, an area close to Togo,
Saskatchewan. The tour promises an abundance of
wildflowers and spectacular views of the Assiniboine River and
the Lake of the Prairies. The second is an exploration of the
natural beauty of the Duck Mountains and/or Little Boggy
Creek with Don and Marlene Brock, hosts of the Border
Mountain Bed and Breakfast. The third is a hike with Anne
Stupak in the sand dunes of Good Spirit Lake, an area that
contains some unique vegetation and a variety of woodland
birds.

Participation in these events requires registration by
May 27 in order to determine if numbers warrant offering
the tour. Consult the YFBTA website for the appropriate
telephone numbers.

Photo of River Otter taken by Nancy Kennedy
Taken at Narrows of Waskisu in Prince Albert National

Park
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Of course these donations and grants did not fall out of the
trees. In almost every instance, with the exception of the
Saltcoats Laketown Players and the Town of Esterhazy, they
were the result of many hours of research, arm twisting and
filling out application forms on the part of our President
Lauretta Ritchie-McInnes to whom we are all indebted.
Thank you Lauretta!

In addition to donations and grants, a considerable amount of
the revenue has in the past and continues to be generated
from within the YFBTA membership. Of note are paintings
and sketches by Joan Wilson, quilts crafted by Martha Karau
or afghans crocheted by Anne Tatham, donated for direct
sale or raffle as appropriate to raise money. Last fall a
number of members met to make fruit cakes as well as
perogies for sale to the public. Fund raising comes in many
forms such as Val Trowell’s participation in the Honourary
Granny Clampett Competition representing YFBTA, others
chose to make cash donations or as is the case with Dr.
Wilkinson, he made a donation in kind. In other words all
donations are gratefully received.

BIRD HOUSE COUNT
Barb Elsasser

I had a total of 25 houses out. Most of them were along
Highway 369 on the community pasture fences. This is where
I had the greatest success. I also had some houses near the
eco-reserve, some in our own field and some near the yard.

Of the 25 houses, two had the remnants of wren nests. One
was not occupied. Two had the remnants of rodent nests.
They were full of dried chokecherries. I believe the
chipmunks had something to do with this. Six had the
remnants of tree swallows, three were knocked completely
off the fence or else had the tops torn off. I am suspicious of
bears, but of course it could have been raccoons, and eleven
had the remnants of beautiful woven grass bluebird nests.

This is the first year that I didn't find any eggs at all or any
dead babies. Other years this has happened. I have changed
some of the houses around, more along HWY 369 where I
see a lot of bluebirds during the summer when I drive by.

A Note from Nancy Kennedy
While cross country skiing in Prince Albert National Park
recently, I had a chance encounter with a group of river otters
playing and sliding in the snow. From a distance I observed
their playfulness and apparent carefree attitude towards life,
which makes me feel lucky that we share our planet with
such interesting creatures. I wish everyone could have the
same chance to experience such amazing sights that nature
offers.

I am currently completing my last couple of months of the
Geographic Information Science certificate program in Prince
Albert and I am looking forward to taking a break from my
studies to spend the day in Theodore for the Annual Birding
Symposium on April 16th. I will be helping with activities
during the symposium, working with students that participated
in the Nature Camp Program last summer.

Although I regret not being able to return in the spring to
contribute to the summer program, I am very pleased to see
that the program will continue to encourage young people to
experience nature. Best wishes to this year’s YFBTA summer
student facilitator who will undoubtedly have an unforgettable
and rewarding experience.

YFBTA 2011 SUMMER STUDENT
PROGRAM

Wally Karau
Based on the reported success of the 2010 Summer Student
Program, YFBTA is gearing up to provide a similar program
in the summer of 2011. Of course key to any decision to
proceed with the program is to ensure the funding is in place
to pay the prospective Student and to cover all other inherent
costs.

For any member who just pays their annual membership and
doesn’t get involved with the day-to-day operation of the
organization, a legitimate question would be where do the
finances come from to cover the cost of hiring a summer
student, provide billeting, and if required to pay the students
travel expenses if billeting is not provided in the community in
which the program is being conducted?

Thanks to the generous Corporate donations from the Royal
Bank, Toronto Dominion Bank, Town of Esterhazy, Sunrise
Health Region and Nature Saskatchewan along with strong
support from non profit and charitable organizations like the
Tri Community based (Langenburg, Churchbridge and Spy
Hill) Family and Friends Foundation and Saltcoats Laketown
Players, a major portion of the funding for the 2011 Summer
Student Program is in place.

Nature Saskatchewan is looking for caretakers for many
Important Bird Areas sites in Saskatchewan.

ÌMPORTANT BIID AREAS CARETAKERS NEEDED
See article on www.yfbta.com
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Vultures of Destiny - Raymond Lacusta
The incredible story that Dr. Stuart Houston presented on
turkey vultures at Saltcoats in 2008 sparked my interest in
this large carrion-bird. Documenting nesting vultures on the
prairies would be exciting and challenging. I decided to keep
my eyes and ears open for sighting of “buzzards”, a name
often used in USA.

A friend of mine, Bob Sheedy, noticed vultures hanging
around one Saskatchewan farm yard. Our search through
abandoned buildings proved successful, and we discovered
two whitish eggs with red-brown blotches. I would visit the
granary occasionally to film and keep tabs on the progress of
the eggs. On one of my visits, I encountered a parent bird.
Apparently both parents incubate the eggs, and it is hard to
distinguish the sexes. However, the bird that was there ran
into a corner and just humbly watched me. There was no
hissing or aggressive behavior, as one would get if
encountering a hawk or owl.

Incubation of turkey vulture eggs is around 40 days. The
young are white fluffy creatures with black heads and a lot of
attitude. Later on in midsummer when making a check on the
progress of the eggs, I was suddenly startled with hissing and
growls that I never heard before. Two newly hatched vultures
made their presence known. They sounded like huge
monsters ready to take on any intruder. I would film and
document their antics for two or three minutes and leave
them in peace. I returned week by week to film and check on
their progress and health. As the birds grew bigger, so did
their attitudes. The hissing and growls would continue. As
their bodies grew and their wings developed I could see the
reason why vultures are so magnificent in the sky.

Baby vultures are fed by both parents and these parents
may be gone from the nest most of the day in search of food.
Vultures feed primarily on carrion, roadkill, and rotten flesh.
Coming home the parents would regurgitate the food to their
young. At times I do admit that the granary did not smell that
great.

As the birds were close to maturity, I called Dr. Stuart
Houston on the phone and let him know of our discovery. He
took down the location, and kept in touch with me as to when
his team could come out to wing-tag the birds. I followed
along with camera in hand to get footage for the procedures
and reasons for tagging turkey vultures.

I was also privileged when Dr. Stuart invited me to follow his
team once again in documenting vultures in the Saskatoon
area. We then returned to Dr. Stuart’s home in the city and
were privileged with a two hour interview. We have decided
to wait with the final production for another year. The
upcoming year, 2011 should prove to be interesting, as I
hope to continue searching for vultures. Will the same pair
return to the old granary to raise two more chicks? Time will
tell.

Raymond Lacusta Productions would also like to take this
opportunity to thank the Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail
Association and Saskatchewan Parks for an interesting
journey when we partnered to document the loons at Madge
Lake. The film “Loon Voices” is finished and we hope to
have copies available shortly.

Are You Interested…?

In continuing to receive our newsletter, “What’s Flying Around?”? If you
have taken a YFBTA membership or if you have renewed a membership,
newsletters will be sent to you in 2011. If you have not renewed, this will be
the last newsletter that you will receive. Minutes of regular meetings and
announcements will be sent only to our 2011 members.

With a current membership you can receive the minutes and announce-
ments if you have an internet connection and if you provide your email ad-
dress to Rob Wilson (rjwilson@sasktel.net). If you prefer to receive your
newsletters in digital form you can arrange for that by contacting
Rob. Those members who requested electronic newsletters in 2010 will
continue to receive electronic newsletters in 2011 if they have renewed.

You will find information regarding memberships on the YFBTA website
(www.yfbta.com). If you do not have computer access you may contact
Rob Wilson


