September 2009

What's flying
around....

Trash Talking - rob wilson

| have spent most of the summer to date in the “out of doors”.
Is it my imagination or is there an ever increasing amount of
garbage everywhere? | have noticed the discards while
canoeing in northern Saskatchewan, while hiking in southern
Saskatchewan, while golfing in the Duck Mountains and while
searching for native plant species in local ditches.

Not only is the waste in my face, it is also in my thoughts. |
have noticed some news items. An article warned of a harmful
chemical, bisphenol A, which leaks from certain plastic
containers into their contents and subsequently is able to enter
our bodies. A program about Alberta’s tar sands suggested
that millions of litres of contaminated water are leaching from
tailings ponds into the Athabaska River each day. Once in the
river a portion of these substances begin a slow but deadly
march up the food chain, affecting the health of many
organisms, including humans.

| encountered a disturbing article (published Feb. 28, 2009) in
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the “Economist” magazine. | will share only the first
paragraph:“The stretch of the Pacific between Hawaii and
California is virtually empty. There are no islands, no shipping
lanes, no human presence for thousands of miles — just sea,
sky and rubbish. The prevailing currents cause flotsam from
around the world to accumulate in a vast becalmed patch of
ocean. In places, there are a million pieces of plastic per
square kilometer. That can mean as much as 112 times more
plastic than plankton, the first link in the marine food chain. All
this adds up to perhaps 100m tons of floating garbage, and
more is arriving every day.”

Plastic that we discard in our region will first fragment into very
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tiny pieces and unless burned, (a most undesirable process
unless done at extremely high temperatures with sequestering
mechanisms to capture those harmful volatile substances
which cannot be degraded) begin a slow journey to the sea.
Some of the harmful chemicals in the plastic will not
biodegrade for hundreds of years. Our wastes are creating a
massive problem for future generations of humans. We are
saddling our children and grandchildren with huge costs.

These newsy bits have caused me to think about wastes and
their management (or mismanagement). How do we “value”
waste? We are beginning to realize that there are some long-
term costs associated with “tossing” or burning items (eg.
accumulation of biocides in the food chain). It seems to me
that the price of a product should accurately reflect the cost of
its responsible (eg. safe) disposal. It follows that the cost of
responsible disposal is actually far greater than we currently
acknowledge. If purchase cost was to include proper
disposal, items would cost more and would therefore be
deemed to be more valuable (hence my question, “What is the
value of waste”?). Consumers would be motivated to buy less
(unfortunately, this is not good for an economic system based
on growth). If disposal were more costly manufacturers would
be motivated to provide products that generate less waste.
Consumers would tend to buy products with smaller waste
components and less non-biodegradable packaging. Perhaps
we should deem it illegal to release persistent poisons into our
collective environment. If manufacturers were to accept
responsibility for recycling a percentage of their products (eg.
used batteries) would consumers support them ? Presumably
a competitor who does not accept responsibility for waste
would be able to sell for less. Each of us would have to
decide the importance or value of responsible waste
management and therefore which producer to support and to
what economic extent. Could this work?

The provincial government ran a program called “Green
Power” whereby consumers voluntarily paid additional dollars
as part of their power bills. In exchange the government
promised to generate and consume power from renewable
sources such as wind turbines.

| implore our provincial government to take a leadership role. |
suggest a program whereby consumers could voluntarily pay
additional dollars for the privilege of disposing of wastes in
exchange for a government promise that funds thus garnered
would be used to construct an industrial grade incinerator
which would be used to produce heat to generate electricity.
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This would be a “garbage for energy” scheme. Such a
generator would have to produce enough heat to break down
harmful volatile substances such as dioxins into
environmentally benign wastes that could be safely released
into our atmosphere. The electricity produced could be fed
into our current electrical grid, immediately “sold” and
consumed locally (thus avoiding the waste associated with
transport of electricity to distant locations). Value of garbage-
produced electricity could be determined and those dollars
could be used to subsidize additional incinerators on other
landfill sites. We could at least attempt a pilot project of this
nature.

It is time for consumers to “value” their garbage - to calculate
the full costs of discarding and to accept full responsibility.
This responsibility includes purchase considerations, disposal
considerations and consideration of both immediate and long-
term costs. We are striving for a safe, healthy and sustainable
future.

While waiting for sustainable strategies to be created and
developed we can follow the example of the Saltcoats
“morning walkers” (see article by Kathy Morgan in this
newsletter). Kudos to these, and other, community leaders
who literally “walk the walk” and to those who know the value
of their garbage.

Trash Walk - Kathy Morgan

The Town of Saltcoats has several “Garbage Girls.” These
girls are early morning walkers who combine exercise with
cleaning up the environment. On our walks we gather trash
and litter that we come across. In the spring time we make
sure to take different walking routes in order to clean various
areas within the town.

Why do we do this? We love the beauty of our town and we
like to keep it clean. We care about our environment and hope
to preserve it for future citizens. Where does all the litter go if
it is not gathered?

The “garbage girls” include Lorraine Andres, Lorna
McCredie, Adeline Kirkham, Fern MacKay, Joyce Hillis, Gerri
Knudsen, Marie Vermette and Kathy Morgan. | believe that
many other individuals are also picking trash as part of their
exercise routines.
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You never know when you might meet

a nightjar - Lauretta Ritchie-Mclnnes : YFBTA
President

A few weeks ago, on a Saturday afternoon, | was at
home labouring over my usual weekend chores. The
phone rang and it was my husband calling. Elmer works
at a book store and a lady came in to the store asking if
he knew what kind of bird she had been seeing on her
farm near Langenburg. My husband’s response to the
lady was “No, but | know someone who might!”

On the phone, Elmer explained why he was calling and
promptly put the woman on the phone to speak to me.
With some reluctance, she began by saying that she had
seen this bird in the evening on her walks, she explained
the sound it made and what its body and wings looked
like, then said, “Do you have any clue what this might
be?” | heard myself saying, “A WHIP-POOR-WILL!" |
think | shocked myself more than the lady on the phone.

You see, | attended the 2009 Birding Symposium in
Churchbridge this past February and one of the
presentation topics was about nightjars, goatsuckers
and bats. | paid attention, | internalized the information
and | was able to pass along my newly acquired
knowledge to satisfy this lady’s question.

To me, the conversation was poignant. It speaks to a
valuable lesson and just how simple is it to connect with
people and brighten someone’s day. After about five
minutes when the conversation ended, my husband
came back on the phone and said “I knew you would
know the answer.” My reply was “Well, | did this time.”

| value the relationship that | have with my husband and
thank him for trusting me. So many moments in life are
all about relationships. | am thankful for the relationships
that have developed with members of the YFBTA and
look forward to deepening those connections.

Response to Inquiry Re: Casino Lights
and Birds - Steve Van Wilgenburg

| am writing in response to your recent correspondence
regarding recommendations for the most critical dates during
which a shut-down of the display lights at the Painted Hand
Casino would be most beneficial for nocturnally migrating
birds. You also sent me a copy of a letter from the
Saskatchewan Indian Gaming Authority (SIGA), which

indicates their willingness to voluntarily institute a one month
dark out period during each of the spring and fall migrations.

First, | would like to express my appreciation for SIGAs
willingness to voluntarily take this action. A review paper was
recently published in the journal The Auk, which examined
the impact of communications towers and their associated
lighting on nocturnally migrating birds. This paper suggests
that the impact of lights on migrating birds can be
surprisingly large (>121,000 birds killed of 123 species at
one location alone). This suggests that SIGAs proposed one
month dark out period during peak migration could be an
extremely positive conservation action, for which they should
be commended.

In order to provide a first approximation of the most effective
dates for shut-off of the casino lights, | obtained some data
on the chronology of migration at Delta Marsh Bird
Observatory on the shore of Lake Manitoba
(www.dmbo.org). In the absence of data collected at
Yorkton, this site likely provides a reliable proxy for what
might be expected at Yorkton. At my disposal, | had the daily
number of birds caught over multiple years ( 10 years for fall
migration and 7 for spring).

The spring migration is quite concentrated, as birds are
rushed to get onto the breeding grounds, obtain the best
breeding territories, and breed while conditions are
favourable. This makes it relatively easy to use a one month
shut-off period to avoid conservation issues with regard to
the lights. As you can see from the following graph (page 4),
birds tend to migrate through our region during the month of
May. On the basis of these data, | would recommend that
the casino shut-off the lights from May 1 - June 3rd if
possible. If they cannot go a few extra days beyond the
calendar month, then the month of May would be a good
guideline for them.

Coming up with recommendations for the fall migration is
more difficult, since the migration is substantially more
protracted. | generated a similar graph for the fall migration,
however, | broke this graph down based on age (HY- hatch
year birds (just fledged), and AHY- after hatch year or adult
birds). As you can see, the migration extends from early July
and beyond September (though | only have data up to the
end of September), peaking in the middle of August. Since
the fall migration is so long, it would ideally be best to
generate recommendations based on factors influencing
migration and the likelihood of birds coming into contact with
the lights (factors like wind speed and direction, phase of the
moon, etc). However, the data in the graph below still
provide us with a good starting point. For the fall migration,
50% of the birds pass through DMBO between July 7th and
August 14th (the median date), so going two weeks on either

Page 3

This page is sponsored by Cherrydale Golf and Campground.




September 2009 Issue 3

N
o
o

d (+ SE)
e
B 3 38 &

-
L=
(=]

| I
0 s ..1§1§]@ g; L g

Average Number of Birds Capture
fe-]
o

N o o
o (=] (=]
R Y,
o —
s )
s e S T YT

il

April 20 April27 May04 May11 May18 May25 Jun
Date

side of August the 14th would likely be the best time period for
a one month dark out (i.e. July 31st-August 28th). Data from
Last Mountain Bird Observatory suggest a slightly later date,
with a median date of August 22nd (http://www.naturesask.ca/
docs/assets12/BAWWSPRING2009-FINAL _10Mar09 1 .pdf).
However, the average dates of peak migration at both banding
stations are both fairly similar (Aug 16 versus Aug 17),
suggesting that having the shut-off period centered around the
time between Aug 14th and August 17th should be a fairly safe
bet.

| would like to caution however, that there is a species bias in
the timing of migration, particularly during the fall migration.
Species such as Yellow-rumped warblers, and seed eating
sparrows (e.g. White-throated sparrows) and other more
omnivorous species will migrate substantially later than the
more insectivorous species. Those species often continue
migration well into September, and thus will not benefit to the
same extent from the shut-off of the casino’s lights. This is
another reason that it may be beneficial if in future we could
provide guidelines on the basis of weather, etc. that may help
predict when birds may come into contact with the casino
lights.

| have vetted my conclusions with a prominent Saskatchewan
ornithologist/ecologist, Dr. Keith Hobson (Environment
Canada). Dr. Hobson has seen these recommendations, and
agrees that given a one month dark out period, these are the
optimal times, given the data we have at hand. By way of this
e-mail, | am also sending this response to Alan R. Smith who
recently retired from the Canadian Wildlife Service and runs
Last Mountain Bird Observatory. Al is a very well known
Saskatchewan biologist with a great deal of knowledge
relevant to this problem. Perhaps Al can provide further
insights or can confirm if Last Mountain Bird Observatories
data suggests similar time-periods for shutting off the lights.
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You also enquired about factors that might attract birds to
lights. Experimental evidence suggests that some species of
nocturnally migrating birds use stellar navigation, so it is not
surprising that they should be attracted to or disoriented by
artificial lights. However, the response of birds to artificial lights
depends on the brightness, wavelength, and whether the light
is constant or strobing. For example, there is experimental
evidence that birds are attracted and disoriented and attracted
by the red and white spectra, whereas they are less
disoriented by green and blue part of the spectrum.

These factors have also been shown to influence bird
mortalities at lit structures, with mortalities being greater where
the lights are on constantly (as opposed to strobing).
Decreasing the candle power of lights has also been shown to
reduce mortalities of birds (one example being a change in
candle power at a lighthouse at Long Point, Ontario http://
www.bsc-eoc.org/download/Francis-Jones-light-mortality. pdf).
More bird carcasses also tend to be found where structures
have red as opposed to white lights, though other colors have
not been tested for their influence on bird mortalities to my
knowledge.

With regards to specifically which species would be affected by
lights at the Painted Hand Casino, this remains a matter of
conjecture. Assuming that birds are affected in proportion to
the number of birds migrating past (in other words, a random
selection), then we would expect some of the more numerous
species to be most represented in any fatalities. So we might
expect Yellow-rumped warblers, Ovenbird, White-throated
Sparrow, Yellow warbler, Tennessee warbler, Least flycatcher,
Dark-eyed junco, Chipping sparrow, Alder flycatcher, Orange-
crowned warblers, and Swainson's thrushes might be common
mortalities. However, without data from Yorkton, it is hard to
know in what proportions those species would occur.
Furthermore, the numbers of these birds migrating through can
fluctuate greatly (particularly those species that respond to
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insect outbreaks). In addition, it is likely that some species are
more susceptible than others, in which case, we would want to
ask if fatalities occur in proportion to the number of birds of a
given species migrating past, or are some birds over/or under
represented in the carcass counts?

Another factor to consider is the interaction of lighting and
weather. There is some evidence to suggest that birds are
more susceptible to lighting on nights with low cloud ceiling or
overcast skies. Furthermore, the literature on avian collisions
with human structures suggests that large mortality events
might be associated with the occurrence of cold
fronts. However, there has been relatively little research in this
area, and we can only say for the moment that bird collisions
and disorientation due to lights is undoubtedly related to
weather conditions. Precisely which conditions contribute the
most is a matter that needs further investigation. We think that
SIGA, Environment Canada, and local naturalists are in an
ideal situation to inform this question and we would welcome
future discussions on this point.

| would like to again emphasize how impressed we are with
the voluntary action SIGA has taken on this issue. Instituting a
dark out period during both the spring and fall migration is a
very positive step that shows their corporate responsibility and
commitment to the community. We would be delighted to
discuss this further with SIGA if they are so inclined, and in
fact would like to invite them to contact us on this issue.
Please feel free to direct my correspondence or contact
information to your contact(s) at SIGA.

| hope this is of assistance.

Steve Van Wilgenburg

Science and Technology Branch
Wildlife Landscape Science
Environment Canada
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
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Unusual Bird Sightings

Ruby-crowned Kinglet. This photo was taken at Marcelin,
Saskatchewan by Shelley Farquharson. Shelly and Scott
sent these photos to Walter Farquharson who shared them
with us. Scott commented: “Check out the tuft on this little
bird. It seemed to be challenging its reflection at our picture
window.

Townsend’s Solitaire - Photo by Gerri Knudsen
This bird decided to spend its winter vacation at Saltcoats
instead of migrating to the south which is the norm for this
species. With the help of Alan Smith, members identified this
species as a Townsend’'s Solitaire. Our thanks to the
Knudsens who allowed it to spend the blustery winter nights in
their shed.
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Western-Scarlet Tanager (hybrid). This photo was taken
by Brian Tochor of Esterhazy.

Elaine and Brian Tochor sent a number of photos to Walter
Farquharson for identification. They had seen this bird on and
off over a week in May 2009. Walter sent the photos to
Trevor Herriot, renowned Saskatchewan writer and an expert
in bird identification, with a request for his assistance in
identifying the bird. Here is Trevor's reply: “Wow! That is an
unusual tanager! Not a flame-colored (it would need wing
bars). It could be an orange variant Scarlet Tanager, but the
shade of orange is not right (too yellowy) and there is a
problem of the little triangle of color invading the black of the
wind at the shoulder, which is characteristic of Western
Tanager. | am wondering if it may be a hybrid Western
Scarlet. Whatever it is, Brian should try and get some better
photos-especially of the bill, wings and head”.

Owl Say

Owls in the Family
Randy Torrie and Bev Westberg

We've always had owls around our yard, not so much seen as
heard hooting late at night. In 2008 a pair of Great Horned
Owls nested in our shelterbelt. The nest was approximately
200 feet from our house. They hatched three chicks that we
were fortunate enough to be able to watch grow up. When
they were about two months old and long before they could fly,
the smallest mysteriously fell out of the nestl We found it
unscathed, perched in a maple tree beside our garage but
approximately two hundred feet from the nest! What to do?
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Great Horned Owl chick—Photo by Judith Stewart

After failed attempts to feed it we decided that if it was going to
survive it had to go back into the nest. We caught it, putitin a
five gallon pail and tied the pail to Randy's waist. Randy
climbed the tree and put or rather dumped it back into the nest.
Quite a performance with the other two young owls looking
down and clacking their beaks at Randy. In the end it was
successful and the three young owls grew up in our yard,
learning to fly and to hunt. Interestingly, the smallest owl was
always a little apart from the other two. Watching as they learn
to fly is most entertaining. Basically, it starts with a jump, then
flapping of the wings and often concludes with a crash landing
on another branch!

This spring our pair of Great Horned Owls nested in an old
magpie nest in the spruce trees only thirty feet from our front
window and hatched two chicks. We were very excited to
have front row seats to watch and anticipate all their growing
up habits. We were able to watch the adults feed them, quite
a varied diet we might add. We watched them bravely leave
the nest and go through their antics as they learned to fly.

On July 8" disaster struck. We walked outside to find one of
the adult owls, with prey still in its claws, lying under the power
pole. It had presumably been electrocuted. This very sad
morning brought a new dilemma. The young owls were flying
but certainly not successfully hunting on their own. We had
not seen an adult owl for nearly a week prior. Again, what to
do? Up another spruce tree went Randy. We built a platform
there and we have been feeding them gophers and chicken
ever since!

Now, a month later, the food disappears every night. We only
see the young owls in the yard once in a while but we know
that they are still alive. We can only hope that Mother Nature
is kind and that they survive. We also hope that we get
another opportunity to have Great Horned Owls nest again in
our yard and that we are able to watch fluffy little chicks
growing.
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Adopting an Owl

By Jan Niebergall

Janice Niebergall and her class in Melville,
Saskatchewan

For the past eight years my grade four classroom have
worked on language units about “Owls”. We have had a
member from Ducks Unlimited come each year to
present wonderful presentations on owls. They have
brought owl artifacts including the favourite activity
“dissecting owl pellets”. The students became scientists
and discovered all the different types of food a Great
Horned Owl can eat.

We read various books on owls and each child selects a
favourite owl and writes a report on it. This has always
been a very valuable report where students are so
excited to learn about their owl. They also learn how to
write a report. | model a report first and then the class
and | do a shared piece of writing. Finally students are
ready to write their own.

One of the most exciting concluding activities is the
adopting of an owl from the Alberta birds of Prey
Foundation. Students collect money and then | match
their donations. We have been able to adopt an owl for
the past eight years. The foundation's Birds of Prey
Center provides us with a coloured photograph and a
letter about owl and why he/she is in the Center. Our
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donation provides food and care for the owl for one year.
We have adopted Saw-whet Owls, Burrowing Owils,
Great Horned Owls, a Barn Owl and we have just
received our adoption news in the mail for the coming
year. We adopted a Great Gray Owl by the name of
Echo. Echo is a permanent resident of the center
because his wing was permanently damaged by a car.
We are thrilled when we opened the envelope and
discovered that Echo sent us three of his large feathers.

| have had many students who have moved on and who
have returned to my classroom to share news of owl
sightings over the years.

This is a portrait of the Great Horned Owl
created by Katie Morgan. Katie will be in Grade One in
Saltcoats School this September.

What's flying around ...
This newsletter was first created and published by Kim
Wondrasek GM of Yellowhead REDA a Langenburg,
Saskatchewan in 2004. Kim has been an important member of
the YFBTA since the beginning of this organization.
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The Exciting Adventures of a Brown

Creeper
by Thom Carnahan

Our Esteemed Editor has suggested this article be submitted.
It is not about a neighbourhood stalker, nor about the activities
of our editor. It all began last year. This bird was seen slinking
in a downward spiral, feeding upside-down on the elm trees.
The downward spiral is a major identifying characteristic. It is
Brown and Creepy, hence its name. The bird has the shape
and size of a nuthatch and is part of that family, not considered
very common to the Canora area. We hear the sound of
nuthatches when it is around, but don’t know if that is the one
making the sound, since we also have nuthatches.

Overall, it is somewhat nondescript in appearance, and could
be confused with a sparrow, which | have done. This bird has
been a regular visitor to our back yard this year. Many birds
come to our water fountain and have a prolonged bath,
flapping their wings and splashing. This bird (we have only
seen one at a time) is in the habit of dive-bombing the fountain
straight down several times in a row from the overhanging
Mountain Ash branches, which is what has attracted our
attention to it. It does not get in a flap and tarry like the other
birds do. This is definitely the only bird we have seen exhibit
this particular diving behaviour.

An Old Gaelic Blessing with a Twist

A few years ago one of our sons gave us a plaque with the
words of an old Gaelic blessing. "May those who love us,
love us. And those that do not love us, may God turn their
hearts; and if he does not turn their hearts may he turn their
ankles so we know them by their limping."

The other day it occurred to me that it might be the natural
world itself that could be heard to utter this prayer. And
perhaps the limping is more evident than we care to admit.
Indeed it could be that all of us limp a bit as we make our way
through the world threatened by our society’'s own excessive
waste, bearing in our bodies the results of chemical and
industrial poisoning, and crippled in imagination and
compassion because we do not allow our spirits to be nurtured
by the gifts of air, plants and water - and the whole amazing
natural world of plants, animals and birds. Perhaps it is the call
to gratitude that will open us to compassion and compassion
that will lead to change.

- Walter Farquharson
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Bison and Issues of Crown Lands
Walter Farquharson

The Saturday August 8 edition of the Leader Post carried
a story about the tragic death of a Calgary man. The
highlights notes on the bottom of the front page directed
the reader to the story but it was the highlight itself that
carries implications many of us, | am sure, have given
little thought to. It said, "The goring death of a Calgary
oilman, who happened upon a hormone-charged bison
bull while out on an early-morning walk in southern
Alberta last Sunday, is raising questions about the safety
of allowing the burly animals to graze on public
lands." Among the people making comment was a
wildlife biologist at the University of Calgary who said
that : “allowing (such) animals to graze on public lands
open to hunters and other recreationalists is folly."

| would raise this question for members and friends of the
YFBTA and Nature Sask , "How does this concern relate
to our concern that presently the government of
Saskatchewan may be willing to sell to private interests
crown lands within this province?"

For many decades crown lands have been leased to
farmers who have grazed animals on them. What
happens when a public whose interest in recreation
usually surpasses its interest in ecological conservation
demands total safety? What happens if all leased or
unleased crown land must be made safe for walkers,
cyclists, quad operators etc.? Is there an assumption
that crown lands should always be totally accessible to
the public? What are the issues of liability in a society
that is on the one hand increasingly litigious and on the
other hand paranoid about the possibility of being sued
for negligence or some other costly misdemeanor?

That one would think walking alone within fifteen meters
of grazing buffalo could be deemed 'safe’, is beyond my
comprehension. But | would apply that same logic to
walking alone towards a grazing bull (or cow) of the
domestic cattle variety.

| am aware of little public education about living with
wildlife - in the 'wild', in parks and crown lands, even in
our towns and cities when creatures from the wild come
visiting.  Perhaps as YFBTA and as Nature Sask we
need to find better ways to communicate and educate
within the general public. It takes much less energy to
blame governments, the media, developers, and even
uncaring neighbours and friends than it takes to develop
and implement an effective and positive campaign of
raising awareness and involvement. My question
to me is, "What can | do that takes us closer to that
goal?" My question to you, the reader is, "What can you
do? What can we do? Who do we need to get on board?"
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Members of the YFBTA who attended the Nature
Saskatchewan Spring Meet 2009 in Regina. Seated: L-R
Phyllis McCallum, Shirley Jowsey, Jim Jowsey, Jim
McCallum, Ron Knudsen. Photo was taken by Gerri
Knudsen also in attendance.

Ten reasons to register for Nature
Sask.’s Fall Meet to be held in Saltcoats:
September 25, 26 and 27.

TELL YOUR FRIENDS

Registration forms (providing specific times and
costs) available in various places:

i) YFBTA website (www.yfbta.com)

i) in Fall Edition of Nature Saskatchewan’s “Nature
Views”

iii) from Nature Sask.
iv) from YFBTA’s Martha Karau, Box 403,

Churchbridge, Sask., SOA OMO (email:
marwal@sasktel.net)

V) Registration forms also provided as an insert
with YFBTA ‘s newsletter (Issue 3) “What’s Flying
Around”
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1. Renowned naturalists, Shirley and Jim Jowsey, to
be honoured.

Attend the dedication of the Dr. Jim and Shirley Jowsey
Wildflower Heritage and Conservation Area. The
dedication is planned for 5:00 p.m. on Saturday,
September 26.

Nature Saskatchewan and the Yellowhead Flyway
Birding Trail Association (YFBTA) will honour the work of
Jim and Shirley Jowsey at the Fall Meet of Nature Sask.
The following is the text (still subject to editing) of a
plague that will be mounted at the Dr. J. R. (Jim) and
Shirley Jowsey Wildflower Heritage and Conservation
Area., a planned initiative for Saltcoats Regional Park.

Jim and Shirley Jowsey have lived their lives as
respected and knowledgeable naturalists who have
shared their passion, enthusiasm and knowledge with a
host of people. Their particular expertise in identifying,
photographing, cataloguing and describing the many
species of wildflowers found its culmination in the
publication of Wildflowers across the Prairies, a user-
friendly and scientifically accurate compendium of the
wildflowers that have been part of the landscape of the
great western plains of North America. F. R. Vance, J.
R. Jowsey and J.S McLean were the authors of this book
published in 1984. The acknowledgements at the front
of the book speak of Shirley Jowsey's skill, wisdom and
commitment to the project as being "substantially
equivalent to those of the authors.”

The third edition of the book (1999) includes an exciting
section on grasses, sedges and rushes by Frank A.
Switzer who, like Jim Jowsey, is originally from this
area. The Jowseys are charter members of the
YFBTA. In 2008, Dr. Jowsey was named Honourary
Chairperson of Nature Sask.

This area celebrates the Jowseys, the book, Wildflowers
across the Prairies, and the wonderful but threatened
multiplicity of species of wildflowers that have delighted
generations with their beauty while also providing the
original inhabitants of the land and early settlers with
plants with medicinal and other household uses.

We invite you to pause and wonder at the amazing
richness of the natural world. Take time to find and
identify as many wildflowers as you can. Step carefully,
and with gratitude for life and all living things, so that
future generations may also know something of the



[ September 2009 2009 Issue 3

beauty and diversity of the natural prairie.

2. Enjoy fiddle playing of young (age 12) fiddle
player, Scott Cornelius Friday evening, September
25.

When the YFBTA hosts Nature Sask's Fall Meet we will
find ourselves thrilled by the fiddle playing of Scott
Cornelius who at age 12 is fast developing a reputation
as one of the best and most versatile
young fiddlers in the music scene on the prairies. Most
area people have at some time or other delighted in his
enthusiastic performance of many styles of fiddle music
including Down East, Metis, Celtic, Western, and
Novelty. Scott lives at Lake of the Prairies, his father
farms at MacNutt and his mother teaches in
Roblin.  Scott has spent hours bringing joy to many in
CareHomes and Seniors' Residences as he has
exercised both his musical talent and his
immediate  connection with, and respect for, older
people. While it had been hoped that Scott would be
part of the banquet program on the Saturday evening
we changed our plans so that he could be part of
Friday evening's program and still participate in a major
fiddling event in Portage the following evening. This is
an added bonus for all attending the Fall Meet.

Remember that in addition to the full package
registration, tickets are available for Friday 's events, for
tours, and for Saturday's banquet.

3. Participate in one of four tours. See insert
provided with this newsletter for details.

4. Participate in one of three “add on tours:
opportunity to discover local flora and fauna of
Parkland of eastern Saskatchewan in company of a
guide. See insert provided with your newsletter.

5. Opportunity for three hour digital photography

workshop with Larry Easton on Friday. For
information regarding fees and to register, please
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contact Lauretta Ritchie- McIinnes. Phone (306) 782
0057.

6. Purchase tickets giving you the chance to win a
beautiful quilt crafted by Martha Karau
commemorating the 60" Anniversary of Nature
Saskatchewan, a colorful afghan created by Ann
Tatham of Churchbridge, and an original piece of
art crafted by Brian Marion.

7. Enjoy debut performance of five vignettes by
playwright Kathy Morrell.

Mrs. Priestly, Naturalist

The YFBTA will host a dramatic tribute to the life of
Isabel Priestly at the Fall Meet of Nature Sask.
Directed by Gloria Rathgeber and written by Kathy
Morrell, the twenty-minute vignette will present the life
of a woman who was the founder of the Yorkton
Natural History Society and the Blue Jay, a newsletter
that would later expand into the magazine of Nature
Saskatchewan. Priestly was an enthusiastic mentor to
teenagers who saw, in her commitment to the natural
world, a role model into the future. Harvey Beck and
Stuart Houston, teenagers in the Priestly nature group,
are two of the characters represented in the vignette.

8. Enjoy photos submitted as part of the Larry
Morgotch Memorial photo contest.

9. Participate in a guided walk along the Leflay
Trail. Visit the wildlife viewing platform in
Saltcoats.

10. Feel the energy —absorb some; provide some.
Add to the synergy created as naturalists from all
parts of the province gather for three days in
Saltcoats to mix and mingle with local nature
enthusiasts and members of the Yellowhead
Flyway Birding Trail Association. Get involved
and lend your support.
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What Your Membership Means to
YFBTA by Rob Wilson

YFBTA has grown from an organization of twelve
members to an organization of 85 members and
although we are in the back half of the vyear
memberships continue to be taken. | am disappointed to
report that in 2009 we dropped from 91 members to 85
but we do remain a vibrant force.

This note is to ensure that you are aware that your
presence with us (YFBTA) is not only recognized and
appreciated, it is vital to our efforts. YFBTA is proud of
the work we did in cooperation with the Saskatchewan
Indian Gaming Authority to improve the situation in
Yorkton for migrating birds. We have established
relationships with rural municipalities, communities and
tourist organizations.  Within these relationships we
advocate for preservation of habitat, for wildlife and for
ecological tourism.

We work to highlight unusual bird sightings, to educate
and to encourage visitors to our area. We broadcast our
messages via newsletters, each costing hundreds of
dollars. Many members and a number of organizations
provide support as subscribers to the newsletters.
Others are willing to engage by attending regular
meetings and serving as board members or as
volunteers on an ad. hoc basis.

We hope to produce one additional newsletter in 2009.
When it is sent, you will be reminded and encouraged to
renew your membership with YFBTA for 2010. We
believe that when that time comes you will continue to
support the YFBTA. Be assured that your membership
is valued by YFBTA. It is what keeps the board working
on our collective behalf.

Rob Wilson was appointed to the Board
of Nature Sask. - Kathy Morrell

Rob Wilson, member of the YFBTA, has been appointed
to the board of Nature Sask. According to its website,
“Nature Saskatchewan is a provincial non-profit
organization focused on promoting appreciation and
understanding of the natural environment and protecting
and preserving Saskatchewan's diverse ecosystems. It
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undertakes a broad range of programs and partnerships
with organizations and landowners to achieve its
objectives. Its vision is one of 'humanity in harmony with

nature'.

Wilson has shown the kind of commitment Nature Sask
seeks in its board members. He has acted as secretary
of the YFBTA for the past six years. He was
instrumental in the instigation of the on-going Loon Study
at Madge Lake, a partnership program with Duck
Mountain Provincial Park. He has been invited to speak
to groups in Yorkton and area about preservation of
natural habitat and the work of the YFBTA.

In addition to his work with our organization, Wilson
works for Ducks Unlimited. He travels the province
presenting workshops focused on the value of wetlands
to school groups. Sometimes, the children meet him in a
nearby marsh. In other situations, Wilson hauls an
assortment of invertebrates in tubs filled with pond water
for an in-class presentation. The students love mucking
about in the water.

Mr. Wilson, retired teacher, taught math and science at
the Yorkton Regional High School. He will always be
remembered for the iguana that he incorporated into his
classroom..

Wilson is an avid outdoorsman — a hiker, cyclist, skier,
canoeist and hunter. And on his adventures, he takes
his camera — always looking for that next shot of a bird or
animal.

Receive This Newsletter
You may receive this newsletter by becoming a member of
the Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association. See
Page 12 for details. Membership fees. Single - $15.00:
Family - $25.00 : Corporate $ 50.00. This newdetter is
published 3 or 4 timesayear.

If you wish to receive the newdetter in digital form, please
contact Rob Wilson and be certain that he has your
email address.
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Members and Friends Wish John
Sawkey Well

Most of us associated with YFBTA know that John
Sawkey has, over the past few years, dealt with cancer
and the treatment and aftermath of treatment that goes
with that disease. Now, at the beginning of August, John
has begun yet another round of chemotherapy. He is
optimistic that the treatment will be successful, and
certainly all of his family and friends offer him their
prayers, good thoughts, and the healing energy of a
powerful network of care and caring.

We celebrate John's exceptional interest in many areas -
history, community, gardening, the natural world. His
passion and expertise is well demonstrated in the
amazing variety of beauty spots and habitats offered by
his own Slough View Park. =~ We know how well he
serves as assistant editor and publisher of our
newsletter and as webmaster for our website. He
continues to be one of the chief publicists for YFBTA and
its mission. We need you John, friend and naturalist.
May you know a full and speedy return to health.

Submitted by Walter Farquharson on behalf of many,
many people in and beyond the boundaries of
YFBTA.

The Last Word

| would like to thank all my friends with the YFBTA and
everywhere for their kind words of encouragement and
prayers. While waiting for surgery to re-install the Porto-Cath, |
thought of all the messages | received by email, letters and
phones calls. | could hear the voices assuring me that
everything would work out well.
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My battle with cancer began in 2006. | had chemotherapy
every second week during most of 2007. In 2008 | began to
pick up the pieces and catch up on many things that | had to
delay as a result of this unexpected intrusion. | had hoped that
all would have a happy ending, but unfortunately a tumour
developed and | will be headed for another round of therapy,
every second week until it disappears.

| want to congratulate Rob Wilson on his appointment to the
Board of Directors of Nature Saskatchewan. Rob is a very
knowledgeable and capable individual who will be a great
asset to the organization. | would also like to thank Rob for his
patience with me while trying to do the layout of this
newsletter. It has been some time since | put together a puzzle
of this magnitude. | personally wish to thank all the contributors
to this newsletter for sharing their interesting experiences with
us. These individuals are the lifeline of this newsletter.

I would like to thank Perry Neumann and Marcel Pelletier for
their hard work drilling holes and installing posts for bird
houses on the Sawkey Bird and Nature Trail near the church
this past week. They devoted most of the day doing this and
were joined by Perry's son Bradley who came after work. As a
result bird houses and signs will finally be installed.

| would also like to thank Ann Tatham of Churchbridge and her
daughter Barbara Herman from Saskatoon for all their work
making and selling towels, dish cloths and other items during
this past year raising money for the YFBTA.

Finally - | hope that you will be able to attend the Nature
Saskatchewan Conference in Saltcoats. | understand that a
number of you will be visiting Slough View Park. Once again, |
will be very happy to meet you.

Have a great summer! - John Sawkey

M ember ships and Renewals

Martha Karau

Phone (306) 896 2660

Box 403 Churchbridge, SK SOA OMO
marwal @sasktel.net
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