
I am very excited to be writing my first article  as 

the President of the Yellowhead Flyway Birding 

Trail Association. As I assume the position of 

YFBTA President, I offer huge thanks to Walter 

Farquharson, my predecessor, who has ably led our 

organization over the past few years. I know that I 

will be referring to him for guidance on a regular 

basis. I look forward to working with the 2008-09 

Executive, Wally Karau, Vice President, Martha 

Karau, Treasurer and Rob Wilson, Secretary, as well 

as the Board of Directors that includes Arden 

Bradford, Jim Jowsey, Walter and Joan 

Farquharson, John Simpson, George Murray, 

George Maben , Wally and Martha Karau, Rob 

Wilson, Lauretta Ritchie-McInness and John 

Sawkey. 
 

At this point, may I offer a confession? My 

knowledge of birds is limited; but I do have a keen 

interest in the natural world around me, having 
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A Message from the 

President 

Lauretta Ritchie-McInnes 

grown up on a farm near Wroxton 

and in a family that has always 

appreciated and lived in 

accordance to the natural order of 

the land.  Some of my most prized 

possessions are diaries  that 

belonged to my Grandmother, 

Peggy Ritchie that date back to the 

1940’s. Documented within these 

journals are the migration of birds, 

the temperature and rainfall 

patterns, as well as the garden, 

crop and farm animals’ 

productivity. These bits of 

information are interesting 

keepsakes and I believe we can 

learn so much from nature if we 

pay attention as my Grandmother 

did. (Just to note on the day I was 

born the heifer “Spotty” also gave 

birth to a heifer calf!) 
 

I encourage you to talk to your 

neighbors and family about what 

you have observed in your natural 

world or somehow record your own 

experiences for future generations. 

The joy of birding and nature is that 

one need not be an expert to 

participate. Of late, my delight has 

been learning how to distinguish 

one avian species from another, 

nothing that a good book and a little 

observation can’t cure. 
 

Over the next months, my husband 

Elmer and I hope to become better 

acquainted with the membership and 

friends of this organization and have 

opportunity to meet you all. I would 

delight in learning about your 

personal experiences and invite you 

to contact me at home either by e-

mail laurmer@sasktel.net or by 

telephone 306-782-0057. 

mailto:laurmer@sasktel.net
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Thoughts on the address given 

by Lynda Haverstock at the 2008 

Birding Symposium 

By Kathy Morrell 

 

“Like everyone else, I get out of town to be in a place 

where a good chunk of nature remains available to my 

senses. When our souls want restoring, we do not go sit 

in the middle of  parking lots. We go where life is a 

little less scripted, a little less conscripted.” Trevor 

Herriot, Jacob’s Wound, A Search for the Spirit of 

Wildness 

 

 Of the five attributes Haverstock listed as things the 

traveler is seeking, Saskatchewan has them all – a peaceful and 

relaxing setting, a safe environment, a sense of place, freedom 

of expression and an authentic experience.  Might I add that the 

trails of the Yellowhead have these same attributes, too. 

There is peace in the shoreline reeds reflected in the still 

waters of Carleton Regional Park.  There is safety, too. The 

hiker wonders as the grass snake slithers into the long grasses 

beside the trail. 

“Why panic,” the visitor wonders, “in a place so protected?” 

Along these trails, there is a sense of place – a sense of the 

small and a sense of the mighty.  Who can forget the image 

from Raymond Lacusta’s video of Joan Wilson carefully 

bending a wild flower towards the camera’s lens so we all can 

see and appreciate.  Who can forget the might of that little bird 

of prey – the falcon with its piercing dark eyes and talons?  

Who can forget the freedom of the sky and the wind as, in 

image, we follow the falcon’s flight upwards and then further 

upwards before that final swoop towards its quarry?  And who 

can forget that unique photo of the turkey vulture – ugly, oh so 

ugly, and yet unique.  

The Birding Symposium reminds us that the trails of the 

Yellowhead offer a unique sense of place that is peaceful, safe, 

free, and restoring. 

“Saskatchewan, like Canada, offers geographic diversity in 

a vast expanse of sky and land,” Haverstock continued in her 

presentation. 

The Yellowhead area merits a similar comparison.  Great 

mounds of cloud climb skyward over Slough View Park.  The 

sunset over the slough at Cherrydale tinges the water with a 

rosy hue. The sun highlights the Painted Ladies, the butterflies 

Arden Bradford described at the January meeting of the 

YFBTA. The rat-a-tat of a woodpecker echoes across Anderson 

Lake. 

The appreciation of what we have comes in the looking and 

listening – for movement, colour, light and expanse of land and 

sky. 

Our world of Saskatchewan offers an authentic experience 

of nature – a reality untouched by the changes introduced by 

man and industry.  Wander the trails.  Leave behind the 

competition of the golf course and the financial demands of 

producing more in order to spend more.  Experience a space 

free from chemical pollution and the dictatorship of time.  

“And, like Canada itself, the province is undervalued as a 

tourist destination,” Haverstock added. 

And like Saskatchewan, the unique experience of the 

Yellowhead is undervalued because it is so little known. 

Tourism Saskatchewan spends $2.5 million dollars annually 

promoting the province.  In the Saltcoats-Melville area, there 

are more than 100 events, attractions, and tourist related 

businesses.  Tourism brings 24 million dollars per year to the 

local economy, yet, local attractions remain largely unknown 

and undervalued. 

St. Augustine said, “The world is a book and those who do 

not travel read only a page.”  And yet travel to broaden the 

mind and restore the soul does not require a jet, a passport and a 

suitcase full of travel brochures. The traveler simply asks a 

location “where a good chunk of nature is available to the 

senses”, that unique place where the trail opens on an ever 

changing vista of light and sound, of plant and bird and animal. 

To value what is ours – walk the trails of the Yellowhead 

this spring, summer and fall.  Let us not say that we undervalue 

what is close at hand.      

The trails of the YFBTA offer a unique experience where 

“life is a little less scripted, a little less conscripted,” where the 

solace of Nature is there if we leave the confines of our cars and 

the sterility of the paved parking lot. Let us value what we 

have.  Let us marvel at a unique place that is peaceful, safe, 

authentic and inviting.  Let us bask in the blessing that is ours 

along the trails of the YFBTA. 

 

THE VALUE OF UNDEVELOPED 

ROAD ALLOWANCES  

 by Lorne Scott 

  
Saskatchewan contains about 25% of all the roads in Canada.  

If all our public roads were connected end to end, they would 

encircle the globe six and a half times.  The need for public 

roads is evident because Saskatchewan contains some 45% of 

the arable farmland in Canada.  The land was surveyed in a 

manner to provide public access to each quarter section in the 

southern Saskatchewan. 
  

In the earlier decades of the 1900’s it was common to see a 

homestead on each quarter section in some areas of the 

province.  The number of farms peaked at 142,000 in 1936 and 

since that time, the number of farms has decreased by about 

100,000 to fewer than 48,000 today.  Consequently, public 

roads that were once being used regularly a few decades ago, 

are no longer in use, and in some cases have returned to natural 

vegetation, whether it be trees, native prairie, or wetlands.  

Over the years some under-utilized public road allowances have 

been fenced off, cleared, and farmed, mostly without any 

authorization from the Rural Municipality. 
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This page is sponsored by Cherrydale Golf and Campground.  

With the continual loss of natural habitat in southern 

Saskatchewan over the last few decades, it has become 

increasingly apparent that undeveloped public road allowances 

contain some of the best and only native vegetation in many 

areas of agricultural  lands. 
  

The Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation, with some 25,000 

members and supporters in 125 branches throughout the 

province, began working with rural municipalities in the 1980’s 

to conserve undeveloped road allowances. 
  

Southern Saskatchewan contains one of the most modified 

landscapes in North America.  We have lost 80% of our natural 

habitat.  In some areas, like the Regina Plain, over 99% of the 

natural landscape has been lost. 
  

Close to 50% of our original prairie wetlands are gone.  We 

only need to look at aerial photos from 50 years ago and 

compare the landscape with a recent aerial photo to see the 

changes that have occurred. 
  

In the five year period from 1976 – 1980, Statistics Canada 

reported that we lost close to two million acres of habitat south 

of the forest fringe.  Broken down, the loss equaled over 1,000 

acres a day, or 44 acres an hour, day and night. 
  

With the huge loss of natural habitat, we have witnessed a 

significant decline in our native flora and fauna.  Some 20% of 

our native plants are listed as rare or disappearing at an 

alarming rate.  Two out of three bird species are declining, 

including birds we are familiar with, such as horned larks, 

kingbirds, loggerhead shrikes or butcher birds, killdeer, and 

barn swallows. 
  

Bird Studies Canada, the foremost scientific organization 

monitoring birds in the country, recently had this to say about 

the barn swallow:  “While the North American population is 

still large, Bird Studies Canada’s research suggests over 50 

million, it is less than half of what it was 20 years ago, a 

potential loss of 50 million birds.  The barn swallow’s decline 

has accelerated so quickly in the last decade that it is now in 

danger of disappearing from large parts of its range.” 
  

Other animal life including long-tailed weasels, Franklin’s 

ground squirrel, and leopard frog, are all declining in number. 
  

The value and need to protect all remaining natural habitat in 

southern Saskatchewan is critically important if we wish to halt, 

let alone reverse, the continual decline of our native flora and 

fauna. 
  

Currently, the combined total of acres purchased and owned by 

all the non-profit conservation organizations in Saskatchewan, 

including Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation, Nature  

Saskatchewan, Nature Conservancy of Canada, and Ducks 

Unlimited Canada, amounts to 188,000 acres or about ¼ of 1% 

of the land base south of the forest fringe.  If we tallied up all of 

the lands in southern Saskatchewan with some degree of 

protection from development, including Provincial Parks, 

Community Pastures, Crown lands, wildlife lands, National 

Wildlife Areas, etc., we have 6% of our land base with some 

level of protection for our natural landscapes. 
  

With 85% of the land in the south privately owned, the future of 

wildlife and habitat rests in the hands of landowners.  

Fortunately many landowners choose to protect and save 

habitat on their land for wildlife and the benefit of society as a 

whole.  In addition to the limited capacity of Conservation 

Easements to recognize and financially reward landowners who 

preserve natural areas on their land, we need to find a much 

larger broad-based program to financially reward and 

compensate all landowners who protect natural habitat on their 

land. 
  

Getting back to the issue at hand, conservationists and 

conservation organizations have long recognized the value of 

road allowances for our native flora and fauna.  Obviously the 

main purpose of road allowances is to provide various degrees 

of public access to properties. 

  
In many cases where rough terrain makes access difficult, or a 

regularly maintained road for public access is not required, 

local municipalities choose to leave some public road 

allowances in a natural undisturbed state.  At the same time it is 

acknowledged that circumstances and land ownership may 

change and the previously undeveloped road allowance may 

need to be developed to provide public access to particular 

properties. 
  

Meanwhile undeveloped road allowances remain public 

property and provide a variety of benefits to society.  Some of 

these benefits include wildlife habitat, barriers that reduce wind 

and water erosion, carbon sequestration, corridors for wildlife 

to travel from one area to another, and places for the public to 

hike, pick berries, and observe nature. 
  

In many areas, the rare yellow lady slipper is found only on 

road allowances.  These narrow ribbons of habitat are home to 

an abundant and diverse variety of plant and animal life, and in 

many cases are the last life-line to their existence in an area. 
  

The conservation community congratulates Rural 

Municipalities who take the initiative to preserve and maintain 

undeveloped public road allowances for the benefit of wildlife 

and society as a whole. 
  

As a landowner and Reeve of a Rural Municipality, I have no 

more right to break up and farm a road allowance adjoining my 

land than a resident living in Regina who wishes to come out 

and work up a patch of road allowance so he can plant a garden. 
 Municipal road allowances are public property, administered 
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and controlled by the Municipal Council.  Under the Highways 

and Transportation Act 1997, Section 34 (1) it is illegal for 

anyone to break, alter, or damage a public improvement (in this 

case a public road) without prior permission. 
  

I would like to close with a quote from Teddy Roosevelt 

that says, “Wildlife and habitat cannot speak, so we should and 

we will”. 

 

Carlton Regional Park 

Bird and Nature Trail 

John Sawkey 

 

July 30, 2006 was a special day for my mother and me. It 

was a lovely day and I finally persuaded  my mother, who was 

90 years old,  to take a drive with me. We headed to  Carlton 

Regional Park. It turned out to be a very special day for both of 

us as it was one of our last drives  together.  

 

Who would have thought that there was a park so close to 

home where one could enjoy an entire day. There are so many 

things to do. There is a nine hole golf course for those who 

wish to golf. The course features automatic watering on 

fairways. In addition  the golf course has a practice green. 

 

As you drive up to the clubhouse you will be delighted by 

the waterfalls jetting out of the pond. For those who are hungry 

or thirsty there is a  licensed clubhouse. You may order a 

delicious snack as well as coffee or a cold drink. All these 

amenities are appreciated by campers  and visitors to the park. 

 

The park has two man-made lakes in its boundaries, one 

reserved for swimming , the other, South Lake, has summer 

cabins and is stocked for anglers. 

 

The park has developed three groomed trails totaling about 

1.6 km that lead you to explore the beautiful scenery, marsh and 

parklands. 

 

You will notice many species of birds including waterfowl 

as you walk the trails. Birds have a safe environment, water and 

a great habitat in which to live. 

 

The park is a small paradise for those who want to escape to 

a place where it is peaceful and quiet.  For those who enjoy a 

relaxing activity and socializing with others, there is the  golf 

course. 

 
The Carlton Regional Park  became a member of the 

YFBTA and a corporate sponsor shortly after the YFBTA was 

formed. 

 

Carlton Trail Regional Park Bird and Nature Trail is located 

20 km south of Langenburg on Highway 8, or 5 km north of 

Spy Hill on Highway 8. This park is seasonal and Regional 

Park fees apply for all visitors.  
 
 

The Backroad Strut 
 

Every spring I drive east on the backroad, park at the pasture 

gate and walk into the pasture to watch the prairie chicken strut 

and thrum on the dancing ground they have used for as long as I 

can remember. On some calm days you can feel and hear the 

thrum of their dance at the pasture gate. A short walk into the 

pasture will bring you close enough to see the birds fanning 

their tails and showing the world that they are the best and only 

choice for that spring’s breeding. Up above in the early 

morning sky a Wilson’s snipe is tirelessly flying up and down 

and a flock of geese are moving north to the nesting ground. 

Over by the dug-out a meadowlark on a fencepost is telling the 

world that he was here a year ago. And so was I. 

                                                                        Arden Bradford    
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Falcons -  Birds of Prey 
 

Lynn Oliphant, a retired professor of Veterinary Anatomy from 

the University of Saskatchewan, gave an informative 

presentation on birds of prey at the 2008 Bird Symposium in  

Saltcoats. 

 

Birds of prey have long held a fascination for mankind because 

of their powers of flight and ability to capture quarry as large or 

even larger than themselves. Falcons have been held in high 

esteem throughout the ages due to their spectacular ways of 

hunting from a position high above their quarry and the speed  

of their dive which can exceed 300 km per hour. 

 

Falcons have been used by people to hunt other birds and prey 

for thousands of years. Their prey can be ducks, grouse and  

Grey Partridges.  In Saskatchewan there  are about 20 falconers 

who continue the practice. 

 

Most people are aware of the most common birds of prey in 

Saskatchewan. Eagles are the largest of our birds of prey. 

Golden Eagles reside in Saskatchewan. Then there are 

accipiters which include short–winged hawks such as the 

Cooper’s Hawk and Goshawk. There are five species of 

falcons, the Merlin being the smallest. 

 

The nesting practices of birds of prey vary greatly. Merlins will 

nest within 100 yards of any other bird of prey. The Golden 

Eagle builds massive nests. Falcons do not build nests. The 

Peregrine Falcon builds its nests in scooped out hollows in hills 

or cliffs. The Merlin takes over the nests of other birds.      

              

In Europe the Golden Eagle is trained to hunt fox and roe deer. 

On the Siberian Steppes there are still people who hunt wolves 

with Golden Eagles. 

 

Over the years the Peregrine Falcon has become an endangered 

species becoming victims of chemicals. These birds have been 

saved through breeding and releasing programs. However, loss 

of habitat and  toxic compounds which find their  way into the 

atmosphere  still pose a threat to  birds of prey as well as other 

birds and wildlife. 

 

 Hopefully as people get to know more about the birds of prey, 

they will make an effort to protect  these birds and their habitat. 

Preserving wildlife for future generations should be everyone’s 

goal.   - John Sawkey  

 

When people think of Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) 
they typically think of people taking action to conserve 
wetlands and waterfowl. They think of programs for 
ranchers and farms, and wildlife habitat projects. While 
this is true, you may not realize that DUC works to 
conserve natural lands in many other ways.  
 
While DUC manages large marshes or purchased lands 
for wildlife habitat, DUC also supports and recognizes that 
sustainable and compatible activities such as bird 
watching, canoeing, hiking, and hunting can also occur on 
these lands.  Such complimentary land uses support 
conservation  activities, and  encourage  people to protect  

Lynn Oliphant  with his falcon Spook, a cross 

between a gyrfalcon and a peregrine falcon. 

Partnership Opportunities with 

Ducks Unlimited Canada  

Chuck Deschamps DUC 

Wadena Wetlands Viewing Area  
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natural areas. Recognizing this, DUC has initiated a 
number of education and outdoor programs. In 
Saskatchewan for example, DUC has created self drive 
nature tours around 12 of its more accessible marsh 
projects. The brochures consist of a map with directions 
along with project descriptions and a bird checklist. Local 
communities or clubs, with the support of DUC, have also 
created viewing areas on some of these projects by 
installing improvements such as washrooms, picnic 
areas, and trails. Examples of these can be found in 
Saskatoon, Regina, North Battleford, Chaplin, the Quill 
Lakes, and Yorkton. Such sites provide excellent outdoor 
classrooms that are utilized for a variety of activities by 
schools, clubs, and the general public.  
 
While DUC does not have the financial resources to build 
and maintain such developments on its projects, DUC can 
be a valuable resource and partner, providing biological 
expertise for site selection, information on minimizing 
impacts, and site developments. In addition DUC also 
maintains an extensive video and photo library which is 
available to non profit groups.  Such images can be used 
for signage, web sites, and brochures to promote and 
educate people about the value of natural lands. 
Resources for the general public, students, teachers, 
landowners and outdoor enthusiasts are also available on 
line on DUC’s website. 
 
For further information and resources visit us at:   http://
www.ducks.ca/resource/index.html 
 
Or Contact:  
 
Chuck Deschamps. DUC 
Box 670 
Wadena, SK 
S0A 4J0 
306-338-3677 Ext 3 
 
  

Leflay Trail is Ready for Visitors 

 

Rob Wilson  

 Saturday, May 3, a dedicated group of naturalists 

converged on the Leflay Trail at Saltcoats.  The 
group gathered for the purpose of ensuring that 
Leflay Trail is ready for visitors.  The three loops of 
the trail were inspected for hazards, fallen trees 
were removed and additional signage was placed 
along the trail. It appears that the infamous Ruffed 
grouse that greeted many hikers in 2007 has 
survived the winter and is prepared to encourage 

visitors to depart from its self-assigned territory.  The 
grouse was observed at close quarters Saturday. 
 

 

 

 

 

Earlier, YFBTA  met with the Saltcoats Park Board 
to discuss trail issues.  Plans are in place to ensure 
that the trail is cut in timely fashion to enhance the 
hiking pleasure of visitors this summer. The 
volunteers also installed a new sign promoting the 
viewing platform located north of the gas station on 
Highway 16.  YFBTA plans to work with the Town of 
Saltcoats to develop a trail into the platform and to 
provide a parking area for visitors. 
  
YFBTA thanks local artist, Joan Wilson, for painting 
the sign and Jim Jowsey for donation of  posts to 
accommodate the sign.  Thank you also to the 
following people who spent a part of Saturday 
working to improve the Leflay trail:  
  
Ron and Gerri Knudsen 
Cam Louttit 
Walter Farquharson 
Rob Wilson 
George Murray 
 

Joan Wilson  viewing the sign  at the  

entrance to the viewing platform . 
 

Photo by Rob Wilson 

http://www.ducks.ca/resource/index.html
http://www.ducks.ca/resource/index.html
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Loon Initiatives Committee 

Update 

Rob Wilson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 
YFBTA has agreed to pay the cost ($35.00) of 
registering with Bird Studies Canada’s Canadian 
Lakes Loon Survey (CLLS).  This will ensure that the 
Common loons that nest on Madge Lake in Duck 
Mountain Provincial Park will be monitored in 2008.  
The adult birds that frequent Madge Lake in May 
and early June will be counted.  Later, in late June 
or early July, an effort will be made to determine the 
number of chicks on Madge Lake.  The loons will be 
watched closely through the summer.  A final effort 
will be made in late September or early October to 
determine the number of juveniles that will be 
migrating.  Loons can live approximately 20–25 
years.  It is important to determine the number of 
juveniles that survive each year on Madge Lake. 
  
In addition to the CLLS initiative, Raymond Lacusta  
will be completing a video of loon and human 
activities on Madge Lake.  YFBTA expects to have 
copies of Raymond’s video for use in its youth 
programs in 2008 and in future years.  The video will 
also be available for use by the staff at Madge Lake. 
  
An invitation has been extended to the Madge Lake 
Cottage Owners’ Association to join in the loon 
partnership with YFBTA, Nature Saskatchewan and 
Duck Mountain Provincial Park.  We are hopeful that 
the cottage owners will choose to act upon our 

invitation.  The Loon Initiatives Committee is looking 
for interested persons to assist with observations of 
loons in the large bay areas of Madge Lake.  
Contact Rob Wilson (744-8140) with reports or if 
willing to assist with YFBTA’s work. 
 
 YFBTA’s Loon Initiatives Committee is actively 
working on a colour pamphlet.  We hope that 
funding can be obtained to pay for printing of this 
pamphlet intended for distribution within Duck 
Mountain Provincial Park.  Text selection and 
photography is donated by Rob Wilson on behalf of 
YFBTA.  Funding to pay for the formatting of the 
pamphlet was obtained from Saskatchewan Fish 
and Wildlife. 
  

Are you interested in joining the YFBTA Loon 
Initiatives Committee?  Contact us (www.yfbta.com). 

 

 

 

Wings and Roots Tour 

On the Bradford Farm 

Saturday, June 21, 2008 

 

Coffee, juice and muffins at 7:00 AM.  

Tour begins at 7:30 AM. 

 
 Hello YFBTA members: 
 
On Saturday, June 21/08, Donna and I will be hosting a 
“Wings and Roots” tour of our farm. We had a great 
thunderstorm last year and were rained out but this year I 
am sure we will have a good time and enjoy the morning. 
 
We will have a van again this year and ask you to pre-
register to book your seat. Cost will be $10.00 for 16 
years & older. Less than 16 youths are welcome at no 
charge. 
 
We will have coffee/juice and muffins from 7:00 a.m.— 
7:30 a.m. and will start the tour at 7:30 a.m. Refreshment 
break at the mid-point and finish the tour around 11:00 
a.m. 
 
The tour will be stopping at different points of interest on 
our farm to observe the plant and bird life. Jim and Shirley 
Jowsey have indicated they will be able to come on the 
tour and their wonderful knowledge of native plants, 
grasses and birds will be available to all of us. 

 
Please wear appropriate clothing for an outdoor 

Loons at Madge Lake 
Photo by Rob Wilson  

http://www.yfbta.com/
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experience.  Binoculars are essential, your own beverage 
for the tour and throw a lawn chair in the trunk of your car.  
Don’t forget your bug spray. Helena’s Schnitzel Haus will 
be open for brunch after the tour – let us know if you will 
be going to “Helena’s” so that they can prepare for your 
patronage.  We suggest you consider a visit to Slough 
View and the Leflay Trail while you are in the Saltcoats 
area. 
 
We are located 2.5 miles west of Saltcoats; we have a 
farm sign at the entrance to our farm. If you coming from 
Yorkton, turn south on the Atwater grid for 2 miles and 
then turn east for ½ mile. If you are coming from south-
east of Saltcoats on the highway, turn left off the highway 
when you are just past the elevator at Saltcoats, then go 
2 ½ miles west (yard is surrounded by tall evergreens & 
shelterbelt).   We will have surveyors tape at the corners. 

 
We will be happy to answer any questions you have 
about our farm operation. 
  
Tour is not limited to members of YBFTA – so tell your 
friends. 
 
Arden & Donna Bradford 
 
Home/Fax: (306)744-8194 
Donna’s Cell: (306)621-5570 
E-mail:  bradfordfarmtours@imagewireless.ca 
 
A program with Chris Somers is being planned for 11:00 

a.m following the   Bradford Farm Tour.  Chris Somers is 

an Assistant Professor and researcher at the University of 

Regina. Chris’s research is to understand interactions 

between humans and wildlife and the response of animals to 

human-modified environments. He is especially interested 

in cormorants, pelicans and grebes. He will be giving a 45-

50 minute presentation in the Sterling Room.  

The Last Word  

 

We hope you enjoy the second edition of our newsletter 

published in 2008. Our goal is to publish four newsletters per 

year. 
 

The newsletters are now available on a CD in PDF form for 

2007—2008.  If you wish to have  a copy of this CD, they are 

available for $19.00 (postage included). Funds realized from 

the sale of these CDs will be used by the YFBTA to fund 

various projects, including the publication of this newsletter. If 

you would like a CD, please send your request to: YFBTA, Box 

460 Saltcoats, Saskatchewan S0A 3R0. Members may receive 

the current PDF newsletter (free) by email if they wish. Send 

request to Editor. 
 

Rob and I appreciate  material and photos sent to us for 

publication. Unfortunately we are limited to eight pages. We 

will use them in the next edition if space permits. 
 

The YFBTA has published a brochure advertising the bird trails  

located in this area. We have  recently met with the Board of 

Directors of Tourism Yorkton and will work  together in 

promoting birding trails and wildlife awareness in this region. 
 

We are  inviting  those who are interested in our work to 

become members of the YFBTA.  You can become a member 

by sending your membership fees to Martha Karau in 

Churchbridge. Fees are as follows: $10.00 single,  $15.00 

family,  corporate $50.00, and  $5.00  a friend  - which entitles 

the individual to one newsletter.  
 

Corporate members who support the YFBTA are: Cherrydale 

Golf, Sask Tel, RM of Saltcoats, RM of Churchbridge, RM of 

Spy Hill, RM of Fertile Belt, RM of Langenburg, Town of 

Churchbridge, Town of Bredenbury, Town of Saltcoats, and 

Ducks Unlimited. 

 

I hope you all have a great summer. 
 

John Sawkey 

mailto:bradfordfarmtours@imagewireless.ca

