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What's flying
around....

FALL MIGRATION MUSINGS
by Rob Wilson : Editor

I have been participating in the fall migration these
past weeks. I admit that [ am doing this in a mostly
vicarious manner. I have been enjoying the many
visitors to my feeders, some expected and some who
appear as delightful surprises.

Thinking about the birds and their incredible
journeys leads me to contemplations of the natural
world. This can also lead me into negative and
gloomy thoughts. I have noted a couple of articles
in the 2007 Fall Edition of Nature Saskatchewan’s
“Nature Views”. “1,500 Scientists Worldwide Call
for Protection of Canada’s Boreal Forest” and
“Millions of Birds Vanishing: Special
Report” (among them a few of my favourites —
Ruffed Grouse and Evening Grosbeak). The federal
government that exerts our collective will has
slashed budgets of the Environmental Monitoring
and Assessment Network (50%), the Migratory Bird
Program (50%) and the National Wildlife Areas
(slashed from $1.9 million to zero).
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Congratulations to Walter Farquharson who was one
of seven to receive the Saskatchewan Order of Merit
this year. Walter is the chairperson of the YFBTA.

It seems that although we are
ready to express concerns we are
not ready to support collective
action or increase spending on
programs aimed at assisting avian
migrants.

It would appear that at this time
our society (collectively) is not
concerned about these trends. I do
know that many ARE concerned
and ARE taking individual actions.
These actions result in life and
death differences for individual
creatures. | can be much more
positive if I focus upon individual,
rather than governmental,
approaches to the conundrum of
disappearing and/or fragmented
habitats, poisoned and/or polluted
spaces and diminishing

populations of many wild plants,
birds and animals.

I am delighted to provide an article
from YFBTA member Tony Allen
who encourages us to think about
the challenges faced by birds
during migration.

With these thoughts in mind I have
taken the liberty of borrowing a
few ideas from the same edition of
“Nature Views” to which I allude
above. The Saskatoon Nature
Society, in turn, compiled these
thoughts from “The Audubon
Society Guide to Attracting Birds
(Cornell University Press).

Attracting Birds:
(continued ..... Page 2)
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e Provide a water source.

e Provide trees and shrubs adapted to your local weather
extremes. Birds need shelter, especially those that over-
winter. Provide variety — variety translates into food
sources. Include thorny plants (ex. hawthorn, raspberry)
for nesting. (Include hardy fruit trees, I might add.)

e Create or do not burn or remove brush piles. These are a
great source of shelter for birds. To the above, I add one
more idea. Consider leaving that dead tree rather than
cutting it. Dead trees are desired and safe perches and add
another food source (think of this as a “shelf” in Tony
Allen’s grocery store analogy).

e Rake or dump leaves under shrubs to create mulch. These
are great feeding areas (another shelf in the store). “In
general, overly tidy gardeners are poor bird gardeners.”

e Reduce your lawn in favour of meadow plants and taller
grasses. Just cut the meadow once during the summer.
Take the “healthy yard pledge” — treating lawns frequently
results in bird fatalities due to poisoning, reduction of bird
food sources and frequently contributes to over-fertilized
ponds,  creeks, rivers and ultimately lakes.
(www.audubonathome.org/pledge)

e Clean nest boxes and feeders. Attracting birds to an area
that ultimately exposes them to disease is obviously
counter-productive.

I take the editorial privilege of adding more suggestions.
Operate a feeder. Consider becoming involved in citizen
scientist programs such as the Backyard Bird Count, Operation
Plant Watch and the Christmas Bird Count. Consider a change
of attitude (if required) by increasing your tolerance for plants
(often considered to be weeds) that are food sources for birds.
This point also applies to insects, especially the larval stages of
moths and butterflies. Take the time to think about “what
we’ve got (before) it is gone” and think about the ramifications
to our food chains of the whole scale removal of large
populations of plants and animals from our eco-region.

It goes without saying that you are requested to re-new your
membership in YFBTA.

There. I feel much better now. If you are active on any of

these, or other, fronts your editor would be delighted to become
informed of your actions and/or interests. - Rob Wilson
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MIGRATING BIRDS FACE TEST OF
ENDURANCE ANNUALLY
Tony Allen - YFBTA Member

Let's suppose that you are planning to do some travelling this
spring. The journey will be lengthy, covering many thousands
of kilometres. No luggage is allowed — only the clothes you're
wearing. You'll have to make do without maps or a compass.
All you'll have is the directional sense you were born with. It's
also quite likely that you'll be making this journey for the first
time in your life, and there is no tour guide. No weather
forecasts either, though you will surely encounter strong winds,
fog, cloud, rain, possibly snow and thunderstorms. What about
food? Yes, there are some grocery stores along your route but
they are often widely spaced and isolated. They are unreliable,
too. Some previous travellers have starved to death when they
arrived at a stopover only to find that the shelves were empty
and then were too weak to search for another place.

You will be travelling by air, but not by plane. You'll have to
flap your arms about 20 times per second for 10 hours without a
break and then be ready to do the same every day, perhaps for
several weeks. Oh yes, there is one more thing. All of this will
be done in the dark!

As you read this article, hundreds of millions of warblers,
thrushes, vireos, sandpipers, sparrows, and waterbirds are
making such a journey. A few years ago a weather radar station
on Cape Cod recorded 12 million birds passing by, all during
just one night.

Most night migrants are "powered flyers" that constantly beat
their wings rather than soar like hawks. Night air is less
turbulent and denser. It's cooler too, and at 20 wingbeats per
second a warbler can generate a lethal amount of heat. Higher
relative humidity means that less water is lost as the birds
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breathe (about 100 breaths per minute).

Balancing these advantages are some significant hazards. The
lights from tens of thousands of communication towers attract
migrating birds which are then mowed down by the guy wires
as they circle and circle in confusion. High-rise windows attract
thousands more to fatal injury when they collide with the glass.
On foggy and rainy nights the diffuse light from windows
causes confusion for birds accustomed to navigating by the
moon and stars.

By far the hardest hazard to study and regulate is the
fragmentation of habitat. A successful spring migration
(arriving alive and in breeding condition) depends on a lengthy
chain of food and water stopovers and on good weather. Timing
is critical, too.

A small change in weather or climate that affects the growth of
plants and insects can set off a cascade of severed relationships.
A full day of feeding and resting is barely long enough and any
interruption from patrolling cats and other hazards can be
serious.

During the month of May, take time to watch and listen for
cheery little songbirds flitting from leaf to leaf in the morning
sunlight. Keep in mind that each one is desperate to consume
enough food to stave off starvation and to fuel another night's
flight. For example Blackpoll warblers power their non-stop
3200-km, 40-hour autumn flight from Nova Scotia to South
America with about eight grams of fat (nearly half their entire
body weight). If they were burning gasoline they'd be getting
about 250,000 km/litre!

By Tony Allen (reprinted from the April 28, 2002 edition of
the Saskatoon Sunday Sun.)

Goldfinch
Photos by Rob Wilson

CHERRYDALE BIRDING TRAIL

To get to Cherrydale Golf and Campground take Cherrydale
Road just out of Yorkton on either No. 16 Hwy or No. 10
Hwy. Cherrydale includes a large slough, dam and bird trail.
Cherrydale is owned and managed by Myrna and Dale

Cherry of Yorkton, Saskatchewan.

Cherrydale Clubhouse - Golf Course - Bird Trail -
Campground - Native Prairie Preserve

#16 Highway 2.5 Miles  Cherrydale Road  #10 Highway 2 Miles

CHERRYDALE BIRDING TRAIL SIGNAGE

The Cherrydale Trail is spread over 40 acres
of Native Prairie that runs along a slough
with an abundance of birds and small
mammals. Some of the wildlife that you may
encounter are deer, moose, bears and blue
herons. The Trail runs along marshland that
is home to many different bird species. There
are over 60 different plant species that have
been identified along the trail.

Enjoy the experience today!
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Confessions of a non-birder

By Kathy Morrell

I have a confession to make. Even though I am a member of
the YFBTA, I am definitely not a birder. Don’t ask me to
differentiate between a Hairy Woodpecker and a Downy
Woodpecker, or a Ruffed Grouse and a Sharp-tailed Grouse.
Don’t even expect that I’ll get the names correct without some
editorial assistance. However, in the last two years,
membership in the YFBTA has reminded me of many things.
Here are some of them:

e Smile. Laugh. Be positive. Even the caw of the crow
contributes to the song of the birds.

®  Appreciate that the true birder is a story teller, too.

e Learn. A little knowledge adds to the appreciation of the
birds - and life in general.

e Keep your eyes open. There is wonder even in the turkey
vulture feasting on a rotting deer carcass.

e Listen. You can miss the beauty of bird song in the
busyness of the day.

e Know that a safe environment is essential to the birds - and
all living creatures.

® Marvel at the diversity. Birds (like people) are more
beautiful for their variety.

® Remember - there is an Order beyond our imagining in the
world of birds.
Kathy Morrell and Rob Wilson had an article regarding
birding trails published in the fall edition of Prairies
North.

YFBTA LOON INITIATIVES COMMITTEE
REPORT - Rob Wilson

1. PUBLIC AWARENESS SIGN FOR MADGE LAKE
YFBTA approved monies to fund a sign to be placed at
Madge Lake. Duck Mountain Provincial Park has given
permission. The committee will meet during the winter
months to discuss wording and exact location. The
committee will work with Duck Mountain Provincial Park
to arrange for installation.

2. FLYERS
A handout was produced in 2007 (see www.yfbta.com
under loon initiatives). This was distributed by park staff
to park visitors during the long week end in July.
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3. VIDEO

Videographer Raymond Lacusta has been engaged to
produce a “loon” video documenting nesting activity and
interaction with lake users. To date, Raymond has
collected some raw footage and has given three
presentations. He will be editing his footage through the
winter and will continue to film in 2008. This project is
jointly funded by YFBTA and Duck Mountain Provincial
Park.

4. CANADIAN LAKES LOON SURVEY (CLLS)

YFBTA funded the cost of participation in this citizen-
scientist project ($35.00). Loons observed on Madge Lake
were counted and recorded throughout the summer of
2007. This year 11 young were counted in August. We
believe that 7 or 8 juveniles survived to attempt migration.
The count in 2005 was 7 juveniles. The count in 2006 was
9 juveniles. Rob Wilson will submit a report to Bird
Studies Canada and forward copies to the Park
Superintendent at Duck Mountain and to our other partner
Nature Saskatchewan.

5. INFORMATION PROVIDED TO MADGE LAKE
CABIN OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Through the assistance of Park Superintendent, Larry
Schiefner, YFBTA has provided information about the
above initiatives to the cabin owners group. YFBTA has
informed the cabin owners that they would be welcome
partners.

5. GRANT FROM FISH AND WILDLIFE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT
SASKATCHEWAN

The Loon Initiatives Committee has agreed that the priority
for the grant money is the production of a brochure for use
within Madge Lake Park in 2008. Rob Wilson is working
on content of the brochure. He will arrange for initial
formatting and will also obtain cost estimates for printing.

"Bus Ridin' Birders"
Submitted by Cordell Young

Written with the participation of the students and
driver on the bus in late May or early June.

The bees are a buzzin', the birds are a chirpin' and on the
bus we are watchin'. From Kindergarten to grade 12,
students are eagle eyed watching for the return of
seasonal birds. 5 Bald Eagles, 3 Blue Herons following
right behind. Goslings were a few days late this year
compared to last year.


http://www.yfbta.com/
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We're keeping our hawk eyes on the Turkey Vultures and
their nest which we pass every day. We saw our first
bluebird on April 5th. Goldfinches are very easy to spot
with their fluorescent colors.

We have a bird book regularly on hand for quick
reference. We are learning the difference between birds
of the same specie. It's time to put out the oranges for the
Orioles with their beautiful colors.

The names of the watchers are Brayden, Cindi, Kaylea,
Chad, Ben, Cordell, Brendan, Chelte, Tayler, Sean,
Karina, Katya, Jennifer, Taylor, Sam, Amanda, Shianne,
Austin, Kaylie, and the Driver/Instructor Barb Ford.

Annual General Meeting and
Birding Symposium
February 23 / 2008

Report by Joan Farquharson

Members of the committee responsible for planning the
AGM and Birding Symposium report that plans for this
event are proceeding well. It is hoped that all recipients
of this Newsletter will mark their calendars and will
encourage others to plan ahead by marking February 23,
2008 as a special day not to be missed. We have
confirmation of the enthusiastic attendance and
participation of Stuart and Mary Houston, and we have
received assurance that Dr. Linda Haverstock , President/
CEO of Tourism Saskatchewan will join us on that
occasion. We look forward to her address to our
members and friends and the opportunity to highlight the
importance of birding and environmentally aware
tourism. As well, we have confirmation that Pat Fennig
from Redberry Lake Biosphere Reserve (Hafford, SK) will
be attending to speak about pelicans. In addition, Doug
Bush, from Estevan, will attend to talk about falconry.

SaskEnergy are on board as a major sponsor and we
are grateful for that. The Symposium will be held
Saturday February 23, 2008 in the Saltcoats and District
Community Hall. Items for the silent auction are already
being donated and this again promises to be a popular
part of the day. Persons interested in having display
space for information purposes or for products for sale
are encouraged to speak soon for such space. The
members of the committee are Lauretta Ritchie-Mclnnes
782-0057; Kathy Morrell 783-1411; Martha Karau 896-
2660 ; Joan Farquharson 744-2214
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The Bluebird Trail Report
by Ron and Gerri Knudsen

Bluebird Trail Report, 2007

We started two trails in May 2007.

The first trail was around a dugout south of Maree Willis’s
farm.

We put up 25 houses.

Tree Swallows occupied 7 houses; with 38 young fledged
House Wren 1 house with 4 fledged.

The second trail was at the cemetery and had 9 houses.
One Eastern Bluebird nest with 4 fledged.

One Tree Swallow nest with 5 fledged.

One English Sparrow with 4 fledged.

One House Wren nest with ? fledged.

We put up 3 houses in our yard.
One Tree Swallow nest with 6 fledged.

Arden Bradford took two birdhouses. His result is not
known to date.

The bird houses done by Alicia Harmon and Dennis Hunt
along with the children were put up in the Regional Park
and the nesting results there are not known to date.

Interesting observations:

Mice occupied 3 birdhouses and raised young in nests
lined with thistledown near an oat crop. These will be
moved this fall to more suitable sites.

Four old bird houses we found east of the highway at the
cemetery corner had been used for repeated nesting but
not cleaned for some time. We cleaned them and will add
them to the second trail for next year. Is there anyone
who knows who put them up?

Several adult Tree Swallows were found dead in the
houses without nests during the year. There was no
obvious cause of death and in most cases there were
successful nest nearby which should rule out
environmental or pesticide poisoning. These may be the
result of West Nile or some other disease.

Note: The nests were put up late this spring and may
have missed the early male Bluebirds as they can arrive
in April. Having these and others up this fall may produce
more Bluebird nests next season.
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YFBTA BIRDING BOOTH DISPLAYED AT
SALTCOATS TRADE FAIR - Rob Wilson

Ron and Gerri Knudsen attended the Saltcoats Trade Fair
November 03. They were there to remind members that it is
time to renew their YFBTA memberships and to sell new
memberships.

Raffle tickets have been produced to raise monies to support the
2008 Bird Symposium which will be held in Saltcoats in
February 2008. Ann Tatham for donation of an afghan for the
raffle. Martha Karau has also produced an afghan which
incorporates some local birds. Lauretta Ritchie-Mclnnes and
Elmer Mclnnes have donated a limited edition print by Robert
Bateman. Thank you to each of you for this extra support of
our association.

Although the day did not yield new members, it did result in
the sale of approximately $180 in raffle tickets. Those dollars
will certainly be helpful to the committee that is planning for
the Bird Symposium. Ron and Gerri report that they answered
lots of questions about the YFBTA and about the five trails.
We are hopeful that the Birding Booth will be displayed in
other communities in our region prior to the Bird Symposium.

YFBTA to the Rescue: Too Little -
Too Late - Rob Wilson

Red-tailed Hawk

Monday, Oct. 29 YFBTA members Jim Jowsey and Rob
Wilson of Saltcoats came into possession of a living Red-tailed
Hawk. The hawk had been discovered on the street in Saltcoats
by Joyce Morgan and then turned over to Jim Jowsey. Jim and
Rob rigged a cage and proceeded to leave a message with the
Saskatchewan Wildlife Rehabilitation Society. As of Tuesday
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morning our telephone message had not been answered. Rob
began phoning YFBTA members who live in Saskatoon. With
help from YFBTA members Candace Savage and Anna
Leighton, Rob was able to locate Don Johnson, a member of a
Saskatoon birding group known as “The Golden Eagles” who
agreed to meet Rob in Dafoe. Dafoe is a halfway point between
Saskatoon and Saltcoats. Don volunteered to transport the bird
to the small animal clinic on the Saskatoon University Campus.

Don kindly telephoned me on Oct. 31 to provide an update.
Unfortunately the hawk although alive when delivered, died
soon after. The veterinarian informed Don that this particular
bird had died of starvation — that it had not a gram of fat on its
body. An autopsy will be performed in the next few weeks
which may lead to an understanding of what may have caused
this condition (West Nile virus? Poisoning? Some sort of
injury? Age?). Don was able to obtain both an identification
number for this bird and the name of the veterinarian who will
conduct the autopsy. I will report any further information that I
receive.

Don and I agreed that we were content that we had done the
best we could for the bird although our efforts and expense
were for naught. We hope that some useful information may
yet be obtained which may contribute something to our
understanding of how and why a Red-tailed Hawk would starve
to death in Saltcoats. It is affirming to note the number of
people who expressed concern about the bird and who
attempted in various ways to be part of a solution.

YFBTA YOUTH INITIATIVES
by Rob Wilson

With financial assistance from the Baillie Memorial Fund the
YFBTA has managed to reach out to young people in the
region. Working on behalf of YFBTA, Joan Wilson traveled to
Esterhazy to share her artistic skills with teacher, Mrs.
Schentag and the grade five students. The students received
some instruction on watercolour painting from Joan and then
proceeded to paint bird outlines provided by Joan. This work
was displayed at the Bird Symposium held in Esterhazy.

Later Joan again shared her talents with grade five students in
Saltcoats. The students received instruction in watercolour
painting and then painted a bird of their choice.

May 17, YFBTA member, Rob Wilson, met with Mrs. Blatter’s
students at the Leflay Trail in Saltcoats. The students spent a
few hours learning the basics of bird watching. The students
then walked the trail where they were delighted by the
presence of a ruffed grouse that cooperatively allowed some
close-up viewing.
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September 18, YFBTA member, Wally Karau, gave a
presentation and facilitated a “bird walk” for grades 4 and 5
students from Churchbridge. The students were transported to
Carlton Trail where they explored the birding trail.

October 3 Rob Wilson led a group of students around the
Leflay Trail. Later Rob spent time with the students in their
classroom discussing adaptations in birds. The students
prepared dioramas that YFBTA intends to display at the
Saltcoats Bird Symposuium planned for February 2008.

The following are examples of student writing describing their
experiences on the Leflay Trail:

The Field Trip by: Grade 4-5, Saltcoats School

On October 3, the grades 4 and Ss went on a field trip with Mr.
Wilson. We went on the Leflay trail by Anderson Lake. There
were lots of bushes and trees. There were eight pictures posted
on trees. There were groups of two. Kellie and I were partners.
The whole class saw a Ruffed Grouse. It started to peck at the
leaves because it was warning us to stay away. Then it started
following us for a little while. We saw other birds on the way
back to school. We ate hot dogs for lunch. I ate two because I
was really hungry. Then we had to go back. I had fun. My
favourite part was when we saw the Ruffed Grouse. - Blanca
Morales

On October 3 the grade 4-5 class went on a field trip across
Anderson Lake. They went on a tour of Leflay trail and its
birds. It was very exciting. We learned a little bit about the
following birds, Blue Jay, Pine Grosbeak, Ruffed Grouse,
White Breasted Nuthatch, and a few others. The most exciting
part for me was when we saw a real life Ruffed Grouse!
Mr.Wilson was a great guide. Afterwards we had hot dogs and
juice and even cookies. I had lots of fun! - By Sara Hunt

The YFBTA’s work with youth in our region has been
supported by the James L. Baillie Memorial Fund of Bird
Studies Canada with funds raised through the annual Baillie
Birdathon. Grant monies were used for educational expertise,
educational materials, transportation and food for students.

YFBTA has varied resources and programs that support the
involvement of youth in becoming aware of the natural
environment and natural spaces. The essential ingredient is the
active involvement of adults from communities within our
region. Contact Rob Wilson if you are a YFBTA member and
willing to organize activity within your part of the YFBTA
region.
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Will You Consider the Christmas

Bird Count? Rob Wilson

Any interested individual or group can
participate in the annual Christmas Bird
Count

Dear reader, would you please think about getting
involved in this excellent citizen-scientist initiative? We
are currently living at a time when our society does not
place great value (at least not economic value) on the
billions of birds that grace our lives. With recent federal
cuts to some of the monitoring programs it has become
more difficult to know what the BIG picture is with regard
to the numbers of birds that survive from year to year.
One antidote for these government cuts is for individuals
to contribute data. Each person or group that collects and
reports data to the Christmas Bird Count contributes to
such an understanding.

For the past couple of years YFBTA has been
encouraging individuals and groups to get involved. This
is an activity that lends itself very well to engaging young
people with our association. All that is required is some
time, a means of transport and the willingness to observe,
record and report. YFBTA has experts in its midst who
can and will help with the process of becoming involved.
If you feel that you are not enough of an “expert” to know
the birds, we very well may be able to assist with that as
well.

All data that is properly reported is compiled. The results
are published each year in “The Blue Jay” a magazine
published by Nature Saskatchewan. Editor, Anna
Leighton, is a YFBTA member.

Please involve yourself. You can become part of a group
that has already been formed, you can form your own
group, you do your own count or you can simply report
observations from your own yard and/or birdfeeder/s. If
you are willing, but feel that you want some guidance or
help contact Rob  Wison (306-7448140 or
riwilson@sasktel.net) who will work to get you
“connected”.

We are making an attempt to report local results on our
website. You can check some of our previous results at

www.yfbta.com.

YFBTA is currently working to see that counts are
conducted in Saltcoats, Esterhazy and Churchbridge. If
individuals from additional communities in our region will
contribute, we will be delighted. Please join us.


mailto:rjwilson@sasktel.net
http://www.yfbta.com/

L November 2007 Issue 4

YFBTA Membership Request for
2008: A plea from the editor.

If you do not receive email communication from YFBTA,
this may be the last opportunity we have to encourage
you to stay with us by renewing your membership. This
may be the last newsletter that you receive if you choose
to let your membership lapse. YFBTA has grown from a
few dozen members to over a hundred members in 2007.
We also have a dozen corporate members.

| strongly encourage you to continue with us.

We have been wildly successful with grant applications in
2007. This is largely due to the organizational history
provided by our website and our newsletters and by the
credibility garnered by our large membership. We have
many members outside our region who nevertheless
support our collective volunteer efforts. These
memberships build our community of birders and are vital
to the synergy of our association. Contributions from
these members is vital to the content of the newsletters.
Do consider renewing. It is very helpful to our
membership chairperson, Martha Karau, to have
memberships renewed NOW rather than in a burst at the
Bird Symposium.

A final plea: If you have a special item that could
contribute to our fundraising efforts on behalf of our up-
coming Bird Symposium, please contact a member of the
board to arrange to have it displayed as part of our
planned silent auction. The silent auction has been a
major source of our monies. The membership fees cover
only a fraction of the cost of the newsletters. The grants
and the monies raised in conjunction with the Bird
Symposium are critical to YFBTA's activities.

| hope to be charged with writing editorials for your future

digestion in 2008. We want you. We need you. YFBTA
has much work to do. - Rob Wilson

Page 8

The Last Word

Rob Wilson and I hope that you have enjoyed the four
newsletters we produced this year. We have enjoyed hearing
from  members of the YFBTA and  hope that this
communication will continue in 2008.

I would like to congratulate Walter Farquharson, our
chairperson, who received the Saskatchewan Order of Merit
this year. This is the province’s highest honour. Walter’s
contributions to society are well documented in The Four
Town Journal - Wednesday, October 17, 2007. We are proud
to have Walter and his wife Joan (who has also contributed so
much to the community and individuals over the years) as
members of our team—the YFBTA.

I would like to extend our sincere thank you to Ann Tatham
for her afghan and educational books, Martha Karau for her
afghan which incorporated local birds, and Lauretta Ritchie-
Mclnnes and Elmer Mclnnes who donated a limited edition
print by Robert Bateman. Raffle tickets on these items have and
will be sold in order to raise funds for the YFBTA. Donations
of this nature are greatly appreciated.

Nature Saskatchewan will be publishing a two volume
definitive record of Saskatchewan’s birds (the first volume to
be published in 2009). They are requesting clear, sharp
photographs, either slides or digital photos, that show each bird
found in this province. If you have any photos which can be
used in this project, please contact Gary Seib who is co-
ordinating the collection of illustrative material. Please contact
him by regular mail at 2924 McCallum Avenue, Regina, SK.
S4S O0R2 or by e-mail gseib@sasktel.net. See our website for
further information.

Finally, after months of hectic chemotherapy at the Allan
Blair Clinic in Regina, and a year of turmoil, it appears that
there may be a happy conclusion. Thanks to everyone who
been so supportive and provided so much encouragement in the
past. You have provided me with strength to endure this ordeal.
John Sawkey / Publisher

Memberships and Renewals
Martha Karau

Phone (306) 896 2660

Box 403 Churchbridge, SK SOA 0MO
marwal @sasktel.net

Photos, Letters, Articles for Publication:
Rob Wilson : rjwilson@sasktel.net
Phone : (306) 744 8140

YFBTA

Box 460
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