
Your beloved YFBTA is a loose but vibrant 

organization.  It is entirely possible to belong 

without ever serving on a committee or attending a 

meeting and we actively encourage that kind of 

membership in addition to encouraging the active 

types.   Having stated this, one is amazed by the 

activity occurring.  People continue to step forward 

with a desire to make things happen. 

 

Chairperson Walter Farquharson embodies this 

spirit of wanting to see things happen.  He is a great 

source of encouragement, enthusiasm and support 

for those willing to share and engage.  Perhaps one 

of your dreams will become a part of YFBTA’s 

summer of activity. 

 

Kim Wondrasek’s work with grant applications has 

resulted in cash inflows.  YFBTA is actively 

engaged in the task of improving signage on our 

trails.  There will be opportunities for some of our 

members to assist with this signage as trails are 

improved during the summer. 
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The YFBTA’s Board of Directors 

engaged in a day of strategic 

planning.  A report encompassing 

a wide array of suggestions is 

being prepared.  There should be 

some summer activity evolving 

from these suggestions.  

 

The loon Initiatives Committee 

with generous help from Bob and 

Margaret Graham, Loreen Friskie 

and Duck Mountain Park 

Superintendent, Larry Scheifner 

will be promoting public 

awareness and requesting loon-

friendly behaviours from park 

visitors.  YFBTA has enrolled in 

the Canadian Lakes Loon Survey 

and will arrange for monitoring of 

loons on Madge Lake in 2007.  

Anyone interested in checking on 

the loons throughout the summer 

should contact YFBTA.  In a 

partnership venture, YFBTA and 

Duck Mountain Provincial Park 

have engaged Raymond Lacusta, a 

nature videographer, to produce a 

video on the loons.  We eagerly 

anticipate opportunities to view 

some of Ray’s work later this 

summer. 

 

Arden Bradford has again offered 

to guide interested people around 

Bradford Farms on June 23.  This 

tour may already have occurred by 

the time “What’s Flying Around” 

reaches you.  We salute your 

initiative Arden and Donna.  May 

you enjoy a strong response to 

your invitation, good weather and 

good “sightings”. 
http: // www.yfbta.com  

Summer Comes to the  

Yellowhead - Rob Wilson  
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YFBTA, under the direction of Joan Wilson and  Paula Maier,  

hopes to work together with the Saltcoats Regional Park Board 

in an effort to preserve some natural areas in the park.  These 

efforts, it is envisioned, will be complemented with a 

recognition and celebration of the work of life-long naturalists 

and residents, Jim and Shirley Jowsey.  I will attempt to keep 

those of you with internet access informed of the most current 

developments as this initiative unfolds. 

 

Rob Wilson and Walter Karau have approached schools in their 

respective communities offering opportunities for students to 

become engaged with the YFBTA.   YFBTA has received some 

grant money which could be used to support initiatives in other 

communities.  Contact us if you are inspired to make something 

happen.  The YFBTA trails are ideal locations for hikes, picnics 

and in some locations, even campouts. 

  

We also salute Ron Knudsen for representing our organization 

in a cooperative effort to engage young people in the 

constructing, painting and placing of bird houses in partnership 

with the Saltcoats Regional Park Board . 

 

In addition, Ron is coordinating YFBTA’s  Youth Mentoring 

Program (bluebird nesting).  He has also obtained blue bird 

boxes from the Anakas and is working to refurbish and replace 

these.  YFBTA supplies the bird houses and the advice.  You 

supply the interest, enthusiasm, and delight. You also engage 

and support the young person.  Let’s attract a healthy 

population of bluebirds to our region. 

 

We salute our intrepid writer-in-residence Kathy Morrell who 

continues to assist me in the production of our newsletter.  

Kathy is also helping John Sawkey with wording of a soon-to-

be-placed sign at Slough View Park. 

 

A planning committee (for a 2008 Bird Symposium envisioned 

for Saltcoats in February)  has already begun contacting 

potential speakers and/or presenters and is engaged in the task 

of securing funding support.  You will be hearing more from 

this group in the months to come. 

 

President Walter  Farquharson has offered the resources of our 

organization to the government.  Our group and other like-

minded groups would be strengthened in our efforts if there 

were a provincial umbrella organization.  Such an organization 

would encourage cooperation and networking. Such an 

organization would be well placed to promote eco-tourism 

within the province.  Through a letter from Walter to 

Environment Minister Nilson, YFBTA has challenged the 

government to provide the necessary resources for a bringing-

together of groups.  In additon YFBTA has offered to assist 

with the planning and hosting of such a gathering if our 

challenge and our offer is accepted and financially supported. 

 

I hope and anticipate that some or all of our trail managers will 

plan and promote activities for their respective locations as the 

Bradford’s have done.  We vote with our feet and our dollars.  

Take these with you as you set out to discover our trails and as 

you attempt to walk lightly upon our earth. 

 

Your task, should you choose to accept it, is to explore our five 

trails, ensuring that you take a friend or two with you.    

 

Currently, there is much talk of carbon-neutral footprinting.  Of 

equal importance is your attitude and your example.  Your 

interest and your membership makes YFBTA stronger and 

more relevant as we strive to accomplish our objectives (see our 

website www.yfbta.com). - Written  May 3,  2007. 

 

 

Bill Anaka, the storyteller, recounts his tales of the birds to 

Marlene Brock and Barb Elsasser (left).  

Bill and Joyce Anaka  

 Storytellers and Naturalists 

By Kathy Morrell. 

“It takes a birder to put up with a birder,” said Joyce Anaka.  

Her gaze met that of husband Bill and the two nodded in 

agreement. Joyce and Bill have spent a lifetime as birders – 

special people who love nature, but love people, too.  As a 

result, the two are both storytellers and naturalists. 

In spring, they say, a young man’s fancy turns to thoughts 

of love. And so too with the male Sharp-tailed Grouse.  And 

Bill began one of his many stories. 

http://www.yfbta.com/


Page 3 

July   2007   Issue 3 

This page is sponsored by Cherrydale Golf and Campground.  

One early spring day when there was just a skiff of snow 

across the field, one preoccupied Sharp-tailed Grouse danced 

his way across the lek, the bird’s dancing ground. His tracks in 

the snow careened in mad abandon from side to side indicating 

the wonderful show he was creating for the nearby females.  

Suddenly, in his path, appeared that terrible danger for all 

dancing males – the badger hole. Preoccupied with thoughts of 

love, the poor grouse fell in. On the other side, the bird prints 

paraded through the snow in plop-plop straight ahead fashion.  

But never one to give up, the prints further on indicated once 

more the wild abandon of the dance as the grouse began once 

more to draw the much anticipated attention of a mate.  The 

moral of the story – at least according to Bill Anaka – it pays to 

be a good dancer. 

Birds can be territorial and aggressive, too.  And the stories 

continued. 

“There were a pair of Eastern Kingbirds close to the yard,” 

Joyce said.  “One day we saw one of them flying just above a 

martin plucking feathers as he went.  He showed that martin 

who was boss.” 

“The male robin will defend his territory, too.”  Bill gave 

another example.  “Two male robins will fight.  I’ve even seen 

a male robin scold a squirrel that had the boldness to trespass 

on his territory.” 

And there are the humming birds. 

“Those males don’t do a damned thing,” Bill proclaimed. 

(And I waited for a comment from Joyce.  She said nothing 

practicing the old adage perhaps that silence can be the best part 

of a good marriage.) 

“The male hummingbird is so aggressive.” Bill continued.  

“He will chase away all comers to the feeders including the 

females.  You have to put up two or three feeders in the yard, so 

the female has a chance to eat.”  You can hear the note of 

disapproval in his voice. 

The stories – and there are many more – indicate that 

tendency among all birders to attribute human characteristics to 

the birds.  The quality has a fancy name – anthropomorphism.  

Scientifically it is not accurate,  though it brings humour and 

awareness of the birds and animals. 

The Anakas take great pleasure in the birds, but they are 

curious and painstaking in their record keeping, too. 

Their records indicate changes to bird populations.  Most 

species are decreasing – some rapidly.  There is less habitat 

space for birds as more land is used for farming and urban 

sprawl.  There are fewer pot holes for ducks and bluffs for song 

birds.  Huge fields of grain leave precious little habitat for 

birds. Bill calls these vast tracts a wheat desert. 

 “The use of pesticides kills the insects, but what kills the 

bugs kills the birds, too,” Bill explained. 

The lumber industry cuts thousands of acres of the boreal 

forest every year. 

“Riparian areas, transition zones between water and 

uplands, are fast disappearing, too,” Bill continued, his concern 

for nature obvious in his voice. 

Where riparian zones are healthy, plants sink their roots 

deep in the soil preventing erosion.  The vegetation filters out 

pesticide residue from neighbouring fields.  This ground cover 

slows runoff, increasing the amount of water that is absorbed 

into the soil and then released slowly into the stream or ground 

water.  And to the birder, the riparian zones are important 

because they provide shelter and nesting grounds for aquatic 

birds. 

“Bird feeders have helped birds adapt to a decreasing area 

of habitat,” Bill commented.  And the increasing numbers of 

feeders bear witness to the fact that more and more people are 

taking the time – not to smell the roses – but to watch the birds. 

The lives of Bill Anaka and Joyce Gunn crossed during the 

annual Christmas Bird Count. 

“My reports show that Bill Anaka and Joyce Gunn began to 

participate in the Good Spirit Christmas bird count in 1953,” 

reported Alan Smith, wildlife biologist with Environment 

Canada. “They submitted separate results because they 

conducted the count on an individual basis.  Interestingly 

enough, after that year, they did a joint bird count and there was 

only one tally.  The counts were submitted in the names of Bill 

Anaka and Joyce Gunn.” 

 “In 1971,” he continued, “there was a significant change in 

name.  This time, the bird count came in under the names of 

Bill and Joyce Anaka.  The couple had married in September.” 

The Anakas share a life long interest in nature and birding.  

Bill donated his land to the Nature Conservancy of Canada.  

The land produces some hay, but for the most part it will stay as 

it is – a safe haven for all species of birds, plants and animals.  

The original Gunn property is now part of Good Spirit 

Provincial Park except for ten acres where the Anakas retire 

every summer to enjoy the birds and nature. 

 

 

Me and My Shadow 

Robert Morgan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Story Page 4      

My ski poles and the Ruffed Grouse  my 

shadow 
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Me and My Shadow 

 

The last 25 years, Joyce and I have lived beside Anderson  

Lake (commonly called Saltcoats Lake)  enjoying each season 

as it brings its own beauty and surprises.  This winter, 

however, the surprise came in the form of an overly-friendly, 

or maybe an overly-aggressive male Ruffed Grouse.    
 

My pastime in the winter is to snowshoe across the lake 

and to wander along the Leflay Trail.  That trail provides not 

only great winter scenery, but an opportunity to enjoy nature 

and the inhabitants of the bush.  In mid-December 2006, I had 

my first encounter with a bush resident.  As I was 

snowshoeing late one afternoon, I heard an unrecognizable 

sound.  Before I could turn around there was a cloud of snow 

shooting into the air and a male grouse sunk up to his beak in 

the snow beside me.  Like a drunken sailor, he tried to regain 

his composure and shuffled and pushed himself up out of his 

hole and onto the snow’s crust.  The grouse surveyed me, a 

stranger in his neighbourhood, and began to circle around me 

with feathers ruffed as he voiced his objection to my presence.  

He was not impressed with my intrusion.  Now this was an 

encounter that one would think would be once in a lifetime, 

however, this male grouse became my shadow.   
 

As the weeks progressed, he would occasionally appear to 

make his presence known.  It became obvious to me that this 

bird was a rookie when it came to landings.  He would either 

bury himself neck deep into the snow or like a new skater 

learning to stop, would use my back like the rink’s boards as a 

safety net.  As our relationship blossomed, we became trusted 

friends.   He would see my ski pole as a worthy adversary.  As 

I dragged the pole in front of him he would joust with his beak 

and wings like a knight from the Middle Ages.  It was not 

uncommon for him to follow as I moved along the trail.  
 

It was a sad day in mid- January when my shadow failed 

to join me.  I thought he might have become the prey of a 

snowy owl I had often seen in the vicinity.  However, in early 

February as I was traveling through a denser part of the trail, 

what should reappear but my shadow anxious to resume our 

friendship.   -  Photos and article by Robert Morgan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YFBTA ENCOURAGES YOUNGSTERS 

TO TAKE AN INTEREST IN BIRDS 

Rob and Joan Wilson of Saltcoats, representing The 

Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trails Association shared their 

interest in birds with the grade 5 students at Saltcoats School.  

May 17, Rob guided the grade five students along a portion of  

the Leflay Trail as they searched the area for signs of spring 

migrants.  As it turned out, the best sighting was a ruffed grouse 

(perhaps the very bird of which Robert Morgan wrote).  This 

grouse, rather than flee from the excited students, chose instead 

to demonstrate some of its aggressive behaviours in an attempt 

to convince the junior birders that this particular part of the 

Leflay Trail was under its control and that uninvited explorers 

and hikers should move on 

  

May 24, Joan Wilson shared her love of water colour with these 

same students.  Joan provided the students with images of local 

birds.  The students had earlier been encouraged to research a 

bird which had been assigned.  Armed with the knowledge 

garnered from that research complemented with some water 

colour painting techniques imparted by Joan, each student 

painted his/her bird. 

  

Please note that YFBTA has resources which could be applied 

to activities with youth in communities other than Saltcoats.  It 

does, however, require someone to take the initiative to 

organize and carry out that initiative.  YFBTA has a number of 

programs and “ideas” which might be suitable for an initiative.  

Contact Rob Wilson (744-8140) if you would like more 

information 

 Photo and article by Rob Wilson  

  
Strutt’n his stuff  

Teacher, Mrs. Blatter, and students are amazed at 

the territorial display of an unusually aggressive  

Ruffed Grouse on the Leflay Trail in Saltcoats 
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Schiefner, on a loon survey at Madge Lake. Although the day 

was drastically windy, we did find what appeared to be a 

nesting loon. Larry conducted our tour.  He expertly manned 

the boat in such a manner that I was able to obtain close-up 

shots of a most- cooperative female loon. I hope to be able to 

arrange to feature highlights of the May 18th filming 

excursion at the next regular meeting of the YFBTA (June 27).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curve-billed Thrasher at Feeder 

in Dalmeny, Sask. 
 

Article by Nick Saunders and Stan Shadick 
 

 
After a “tip off” from Trevor Herriott that a possible Curve-
billed Thrasher from the American southwest was coming 
to a feeder owned by David and Carol Fraser of Dalmeny, 
Saskatchewan, Stan Shadick, Robert Johanson and Ryan 
Dudragne headed out on 4

th
 December 2006 and 

confirmed that, indeed, a Curve-billed Thrasher was 
present, and feeding at their residence.  A second group 
of Saskatoon Nature Society members led by Michael 
Williams went out the following day when Nick Saunders 
was able to obtain some photographs. 
 
The thrasher exhibited a dark gray-brown back and 
strongly decurved tip to the bill on both the upper and 
lower mandible.  It showed white spots at the edge of its 
tail.  Its breast had large spots.  The eye was yellow-
orange.  These features eliminate the somewhat similar 
Bendire’s Thrasher. 
 
Conversations with David Fraser suggest that the bird 
arrived about November 8, 2006.  It was observed daily 
until about December 16, 2006. 
 

Ray Lacusta, (right)  nature videographer, with 

Duck Mountain Park Superintendent, Larry 

Scheifner.  

Raymond Lacusta Produces Video 

Documenting Activities of Loons on 

Madge Lake  

Article by Raymond Lacusta : Photos by Rob 

Wilson  
Now that I am retired from the Mosaic Mine 

(formerly referred to as IMC), I spend much of my time 

searching for and filming wildlife. I find these activities 

both challenging and rewarding. I take great pleasure in 

viewing a quality bit of video which I have produced 

through my own efforts.  This interest keeps me busy and 

physically active.  I know that I can't make movies sitting 

on the couch and I do want to make movies. 

 

I have been engaged by The Yellowhead Flyway Birding 

Trails Association and Duck Mountain Provincial Park to 

produce a video which documents the activities of loons on 

Madge Lake.  Initially I worried that it would be difficult to 

locate and approach loons in a way that would permit 

filming. I believed that loons were secretive in their 

behaviours. I am in the early stages of this work but I am 

well pleased with progress to date.  I have observed several 

pairs of loons on Madge Lake and on some surrounding 

sloughs and have obtained some good footage.  I have also 

filmed Red-necked grebes, some species of ducks and some 

geese.  I am also pleased with some film I shot of a beaver 

feeding. 

 

I feel that the loon initiative project at Madge Lake is 

coming along very well. On Friday, May 18th, I joined 

CBC's Briar Stewart along with Loon Initiatives Committee 

chairperson Rob Wilson, and Park Superintendent, Larry 

Loon on her nest on Madge Lake  
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The Atlas of Saskatchewan Birds lists one previous 
hypothetical sighting of a Curve-billed Thrasher in 
Saskatchewan.  It was seen and heard by Wayne Harris 
near Raymore on 27 July, 1986. 
 
(This  is an abbreviated version of an article that 
appeared in the December 2006 issue of the “Blue Jay” 
published by Nature Saskatchewan.) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YFBTA RECEIVES GRANT 

Kim Wondrasek 

 

The Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association is pleased to 

announce that the organization is the recipient of a Painted 

Hand Community Development Corporation grant totaling 

$4000!  We are very pleased to receive this grant, as it will help 

with the costs of our signage project.   

Currently, there are five YFBTA trails: Carlton Trail, Leftlay 

Trail, Kaposvar, Cherrydale and Sawkey Bird and Nature Trail.  

The PHCDC funding will go towards the signage project, 

which will allow the YFBTA to purchase trail arrows, trail start 

info signs, trail maps and trail billboard signs for the Highway 

entrances.  These signs will play a very important part in 

promoting the trails.   

 

Although the trails serve as a recreational activity, they have 

also been created with the purpose of creating economic 

development throughout the entire region.  Birding is currently 

North America’s #1 outdoor activity and the YFBTA is hoping 

that birders will travel internationally to see our many species 

of birds.  On average birders spend around $3000.00 per visit!   

The YFBTA currently has projects that involve all ages of 

people.  With the sign project we will be looking for many 

volunteers to install the signs on all five trails.  For more 

information contact Walter Farquharson at 306-744-2214. 

 
 

 

Sawkey Bird and Nature Trail 

(Sign Inscription) 
 

The Sawkey Bird and Nature Trail is an easy walk along a 

circular path of 1.8 kilometres through Slough View Park, the 

original quarter section of land owned by the Sawkey family. 

The trail passes near the gardens of the original yard site.  Both 

areas are open to the public. 

In 1994, John Sawkey decided to stop cultivating the land.  

His goal was to return the property to a more natural state in 

order to create and preserve a safe habitat for birds and other 

wildlife. He expanded the size of the yard site to ten acres and 

planted flower gardens and fruit trees to attract the birds. 

In 1995, Sawkey began the plantation of some 20,000 trees 

on the land that had once been cultivated.  The PFRA 

Shelterbelt in Indian Head supplied trees and shrubs.  Ducks 

Unlimited provided seed for grass cover, necessary for ducks 

and other birds.  Slowly, the transformation took place.  The 

land now provides shelter and food for wildlife. 

In 2000, John Sawkey moved to his next project – the 

creation of the nature trail.  The trail affords the opportunity to 

see a variety of birds, animals and plant life.  Hidden close to 

the walking path is the slough from which the Park derives its 

name.  The wetlands create a haven for ducks and geese. At the 

trail head is an honour garden.  Members of the public may 

plant a tree to honour the special people in their lives.   

Over the years, John Sawkey has created Slough View Park 
and the Bird and Nature Trail named in honour of the Sawkey 
family.  This special place has become a habitat for the birds, a 
preserve for wildlife, a refuge of hope for future generations.  

 

A special thanks to Kathy Morrell for writing this. - John  

 

 

 

 

Rob  Wilson receives cheque from France Stricker, 

coordinator for the Painted Hand Community 

Development Corporation 
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Bluebird Project 

Ron Knudsen 

 

This note provides an  update the progress on the Bluebird 

Project in the Saltcoats area. I am happy to report that, thanks to 

Bill Anaka from Good Spirit Lake, we have a large number of 

birdhouses on hand to distribute. I have overhauled most of 

them and they are ready to put up by anyone prepared to 

monitor and care for them. 

 

We have put up about 40 so far and have about 60 on hand. Call 

Ron Knudsen 306 744-2969 if you want to put up a line of 10 

to 20 birdhouses and have likely habitat. I am sure that you will 

find it rewarding and interesting to walk your line from time to 

time and see both the bluebirds (and the inevitable tree 

swallows) you attract. It is not too late to put them up as some 

birds nest more than once a season. Occasionally nesting pairs 

are displaced by other birds during the nesting season.  Juvenile 

birds also build practice nests for next year.  

 

In addition to those I have, there were 18 new houses built by 

the park committee under the leadership of Dennis Hunt and 

Alicia Harmon with the involvement of 24 young people. They 

decorated them with the help of Joan Wilson and Alicia 

Harmon. Materials were donated to the park for these houses 

and members of the community have contributed $5 per house 

to support the project as well. 

 

These projects will continue and expand each year and we 

expect to see an increase in the  Mountain Bluebird population 

in this area for all to enjoy. 

 

Birding program new for 

Tourism Yorkton 

Calvin Daniels 

 

Tourism Yorkton launched a new initiative Thursday 
(June 7) as part of Tourism Week celebrations in the city. 
 

The focus on the new program is the world of bird 
watchers and is appropriately being called “Gone to the 
Birds.” 
 

Randy Goulden, manager of Tourism Yorkton said the 
new initiative tries to organize information on the various 
birding opportunities in the region to make it easy for bird 
watchers to discover the local bird populations. She said 
a major part of the program is the development of a map 
which showcases the birding areas around Yorkton. The 
map covers an area from the Quill Lakes International 
Birding area to the west, through to the system of trails 
being developed by the Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trails 

Association east of the city. 
 
“We’re trying to put this all together to make it easier for 
people”,  said Goulden, adding the idea is to have 
Yorkton seen as a hub for birding activities where people 
would base themselves and use local accommodations to 
make day trips across the region. 
 

Included with the map are brief synopses of the birding 
areas. 
 

While the project looks at the entire east central region, 
Goulden said there are birding opportunities close at hand 
for residents of the city. 
 

“The Ravine Ecological Preserve has an arboretum and 
viewing site of the 30-acre wetland and is also the head of 
the 1.6 km nature trail which circles the wetlands,” 
explained Goulden. 
 

Nearby, York Lake also provides a birding trail. “The trail 
offers three kilometers of scenic wooded path that 
meanders to and from the lakeshore. Great horned owls 
frequent this woodlot and the lake is home to healthy 
numbers of eared grebes and other waterfowl”. 
 

To help promote the new birding initiative there will be a 
display of wood-carved birds by local artist Ray Thies on 
display at the Yorkton Information Center, said Goulden. 
 

Goulden said birding is a good activity to get people 
active and that fits with several initiatives in the city to get 
people out  and become active. 
 

While birding is a well known tourist activity, Goulden 
admitted it is difficult to quantify how significant  birding 
traffic is to the region. 
 

“It’s very difficult to get (numbers). It’s not like you go and 
pay admission to see a bird”, she said. She added in 
many cases birders are traveling for other reasons, but 
still have their binoculars and log books along in case 
they come upon a species they have not viewed before. 
 

Goulden added birding fits with a general tourism trend  
where people want to learn and to experience things 
while vacationing these days. 
 

She said the new initiative is another way to experience 
Yorkton and area.  
 

Reprinted from Yorkton This Week 
June 13, 2007 
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Some good spring sightings 

 

After much berating from your editor, a couple of YFBTA  
members have reported some good spring sightings. Mae 
Ann Chilman observed a Harris Sparrow, a White-
crowned Sparrow, a Veery and three Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks. Gloria Rathgeber reported White-crowned 
Sparrows, Chipping Sparrows and a Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird. Rob and Joan Wilson have been enjoying 
visits by Baltimore Orioles, a Swainson’s Thrush and a 
House Wren. 
 

Bradford “Wings & Roots Tour”  

 

Arden and Donna Bradford hosted a “Wings and Roots  
Tour” of their farm on June 23.  Unfortunately a heavy 
rain and severe thunderstorm brought an end to what 
would have been a very interesting and informative tour.  
If you would like information regarding Bradford farm 
tours for yourself or a group, you may contact the 
Bradfords at (306) 744 8194. 
 

Trees for Tomorrow 

Sign at MacMillan Provincial Park on 

Vancouver Island  

  

British Columbia has some of the finest old-growth 
temperate rain forest in the world. Known for the size 
and longevity of their trees, they can be considered 
one of the richest  expressions of life on this planet. 
 

There are many reasons to preserve forests. They are 
important for scenery, wildlife, heritage,  recreation, 
research, gene pools, education, climate, and 
watersheds. Not the least valuable is their power to 
influence the human spirit — somehow to soothe and 
inspire at the same time. 
 

We hope these trees have meant something special 
to you. Each of us can be involved in preserving 
forests through simple actions like paper-recycling. It 
is our hope that forests like this one will continue to 
be part of our heritage. 
 

Contributed by Marcel Pelletier upon his return from 
British Columbia this past June.   

The Last Word  

Once again it gives me great pleasure to complete this 
newsletter. My life has been hectic — to say the least. 
Caring individuals  at Allan Blair Clinic do  most of the  
planning for me — and when I have time for myself,  I 
have  little energy to do anything. Regina has become my 
second home. I have driven many miles commuting back 
and forth from Saltcoats  and I’m afraid that the 
Department of Highways  will levy a surcharge for road 
wear.  

 

 I regret being unable to attend the YFBTA meetings 
the most; however, there is no greater thrill than meeting 
members of this group  wherever I go. 

 

Since the editor is away golfing, I have decided to add 
a few items which I feel important.  While the YFBTA has 
played a very important role in birding in this area, it is 
great to have our friends at Yorkton Tourism  help expand 
and publicize birding trails within the area. 

 

When I began the development of Slough View Park, I 
realized that in order to have birds and wildlife, they  need 
shrubs and trees as well as plenty of water.  I realized 
that much of  the wildlife which includes many species of  
birds, butterflies and  animals have been lost since I was 
a child. I also realized that if we do nothing to preserve 
the habitat of this wildlife — we still have a lot more to 
lose. Something needed to be done to reverse this trend. 

 

Since I began the restoration of the quarter section of 
land 7 miles east of Saltcoats,  I have received 
overwhelming support from neighbours, Rural 
Municipalities, friends, and people wherever I go.  While I 
am just one of many individuals who is involved in 
preserving nature and wildlife,  I receive great pleasure 
knowing that something is being done. 

 

I hope that you are all having a pleasant and enjoyable 
summer.  - John Sawkey / Publisher  


