
Why Should I spend $30.00 to 

Attend a Bird Symposium in 

Esterhazy?  Rob Wilson - Editor 
 

That is a question I encourage you to 

ask.  The short answer to that question is 

“I should spend this money because it is 

AN OPPORTUNITY for me to 

SUPPORT YFBTA”.  The planning 

committee in its optimism BELIEVES 

that approximately 70 people will be in 

Esterhazy, February 17 to participate in 

its Bird Symposium.  We plan to expend 

nearly $2500.00 facilitating a most 

excellent day tailored for naturalists, 

bird lovers and eco-tour supporters.  We 

hope to  make a modest amount of 

money for the YFBTA on that day. 

 

We encourage you to renew your 

membership. The Silent Auction, an 

integral part of our day, provides you 

with a further OPPORTUNITY to give 

AND receive.  Many of us possess items 

which are too dear to simply discard but 

which we will happily donate to our 

beloved YFBTA.  Money raised will be 

used to support an organization that 

works to promote our collective values. 

 

You will surely delight in “mixing and 

mingling” with celebrity-naturalists 

Candace Savage and Sara Williams.  

You will receive an update on Piping 

Plovers.  You will meet a young man 

who bands Cooper’s hawks in Regina.  

You will become informed about 

feeding birds in the winter.  The day 

should be of interest to the young 

naturalist. We promise that your day will 

be intellectually stimulating and 

educational. 

 

You will likely be pleasantly surprised 

by the camaraderie that you experience.  

You will probably make a new friend or 

two.  You will be sharing anecdotes and 

sightings with interested listeners and 

kindred spirits. 

 

                                Continued ...page 2 

Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association Inc. 

Issue 1 January 2007 

What’s flying 

around…. 

Inside this issue: 

Why attend the AGM? 1 

Jim and Shirley Jowsey 

Kathy Morrell 

2 

Interview with Candace 

Savage—Sheila Lavender 

3 

 

Interview with Sara 

Williams  - by Anna 

Leighton   

4 

Annual General Meeting  

and Birding Symposium 

 

7 

Jim and Shirley Jowsey 

Life-long Naturalists  
Feature article by Kathy Morrell - Page 2 



Page 2 

January 2007   Issue  1 

You will feel that you are where you belong on that day.  You 

will be supporting your organization. YFBTA continually 

works to build awareness of and appreciation for the natural 

world.  YFBTA works to inform tourists of the trails, the 

facilities and the local attractions that make our region worthy 

of a stop and a prolonged visit. 
 

I ask you, “Why wouldn’t you spend $30.00 to attend the Bird 

Symposium at Esterhazy?”  Do not ask, “What’s in it for me?” 

but rather inquire, “How can I help?”  Contact one of your 

board members when you are ready to become more involved. 

 

Consider this: 

 

Thomas Berry in his book “The Dream of the Earth (1988)” 

states, “Not only are we bringing about the extinction of life on 

such a vast scale, we are also making the land and the air and 

the sea so toxic that the very conditions of life are being 

destroyed (p.9)…what is needed…is the deeper meaning  of the 

relationship between the human community and the earth 

process (p.10).” 

 

We engage ourselves in the exploration of the “deeper 

meaning” to which Berry refers when we consider the natural 

world and its wonderful biodiversity.  February 17 will be an 

opportunity to continue this engagement and to support some of 

the “natural” values which are frequently taken for granted.  It 

will also be an opportunity to invite a young mind to share in 

such an engagement.  Join us. 

 

**************** 
 

 

Jim and Shirley Jowsey 

Life-long Naturalists 
Kathy Morrell 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

More than thirty years ago Jim and Shirley Jowsey of Saltcoats 

began the work that would lead to the publication of 

Wildflowers Across the Prairies.  The book is co-authored by F. 

R. Vance, J. R. Jowsey and J. S. McLean. The volume, 

considered the authoritative field guide to prairie flora, contains 

beautiful photographs, clear line drawings and a reader friendly 

text. 

 

More than 100,000 copies have been published since 1977. The 

book is still available at local book stores. 

 

“Lloyd Carmichael, my friend and mentor in the world of 

flowers, always wanted to do a book about wild plants,” Jim 

Jowsey said.  “The original idea came from him.” 

 

“In 1974, we decided to go after a Canada Council grant,” 

added wife Shirley.  “We thought, you never know, we might 

get something.” 

 

The project received funding – not total funding, but enough to 

get started on the field work.  Jim called on Fenton  Vance, a 

photographer who would contribute many of his images of wild 

plants and flowers to the publication.  Through the newsletter of 

the Saskatchewan Natural History Society, Jim and Shirley 

came into contact with other photographers who contributed 

photos to the project. 

 

Jim took two months off work to collect further photographic 

material, specimens for sketches and plants for a reference 

herbarium.  Shirley was his able assistant hunting down and 

identifying plants.  In all, there are 320 photographs in the 

book. 

 

J. S. McLean completed the sketches.  Jim Jowsey wrote the 

description of the plants including their common and botanical 

names.  Frank Switzer completed a section on grasses for later 

editions of the book. 

 

 Shirley acted as typist, editor and proofreader. She even took 

one photograph – the field shot of the Dotted Blazingstar.   The 

book acknowledges her immense contribution to the work. The 

acknowledgement reads: “The role of Shirley Jowsey in the 

development of this book has involved contributions of skill, 

wisdom, and commitment substantially equivalent to that of the 

authors.” 

 

The book went to the publishers, Western Producer Prairie 

Books, in 1977.  The company, mindful that it needed to 

publish and sell 10,000 copies to make a profit, worried about 

storage space.  The worry proved unnecessary – the first 

printing was sold out within the space of a year.  The book is 

now into its third edition and its eleventh printing.  In the 

United States, the book is printed by the University of 

Minnesota Press. 

 

The guide is for everyone from a child in school to a university 

student,  to a farmer interested in the plants of the area  to a  

Avid birders Shirley and Dr. Jim Jowsey spend 

time in marshes looking for birds. 
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visitor wishing to know a little more about his tourist 

destination.  It has been seen in the cottage at the lake, the back 

seat of the car and the backpack of the hiker along the nature 

trail.  It is even a prescribed book in the study of landscape 

architecture at the University of Manitoba. 

 

The Jowseys extend their interest in the natural world beyond 

the realm of plants to birds and animals as well.  Every year 

they participate in the Saltcoats Christmas Bird Count.  The 

Count, now done in more than 1800 localities in Canada, the 

United States and Latin America, advances the understanding 

of birds and their habitats and builds the skill, enthusiasm and 

support of the birding community. 

 

 In 2005, there were 98 bird counts in Saskatchewan involving 

802 observers. More than 133,000 birds of 99 species were 

recorded. 

 

Over the years, Jim and Shirley Jowsey have participated in 

many a bird count in various locations in the province. 

 

“The most unusual bird I’ve seen during the Count was a 

sandhill crane,” said Shirley.  “We saw it near the Yorkton 

landfill.  The creek hadn’t frozen over, so there was open 

water.” 

 

“The birds vary from year to year,” she continued.  “Some 

years, we’ll see red polls.  Other years, there are none.”  

 

“Two years ago, there were ruffed grouse in town,” Jim added.  

“Last year, there were none.” 

 

“Birders tend to be competitive, too,” Jim said.  “They’re 

always looking to spot and record a species a fellow birder 

hasn’t seen.” 

 

The Jowseys are environmentalists of the highest order. They 

have placed a permanent caveat on that portion of their quarter 

section of land that has never been broken.  The caveat held by 

the Nature Conservancy of Canada means that the land cannot 

be cultivated – ever. 

 

Six or seven years ago, Jim and Shirley Jowsey decided to 

bequeath the remaining cultivated portion of their land to the 

Genesis Land Conservatory, a land trust of Earthcare 

Connection.  The land will remain in their care until their 

deaths and then pass to the management of the Conservancy. 

 

Earthcare Connection is a program funded by the Roman 

Catholic Church, the Ukrainian Catholic Church, the Anglican 

and United Churches and the Evangelical Lutheran Church.  

The Trust encourages new families to take up farming using 

sustainable farming practices. 
 

 Photos by Kathy Morrell and Rob Wilson  
Article  also printed in Yorkton  This Week,  January 3, 2007 

Interview with Candace Savage 
 by Sheila Lavender 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alice Walker wrote in The Color Purple, "I think it pisses 
God off if you walk by the color purple in a field 
somewhere and don't notice it."  We often need help 
paying attention to the world around us, but the rewards 
of following that help are well worth it.  The discovery of 
the natural world is full of awe that can delight and enrich 
our living.  Writer Candace Savage is one of those helpful 
guides.  Candace will be the after dinner speaker at the 
YFBTA Bird Symposium slated for 17 February, 2007 in 
Esterhazy.  Her subject: CROWS!  (Did you know that 
crows not only use "tools;" they manufacture them?)  
Building on her first book about crows (Bird Brains: the 
intelligence of ravens, crows, magpies and jays published 
1995), Candace incorporates new observations and 
research into her current book, Crows: encounters with 
the wise guys of the avian world.  After talking with many 
of those around the world who generously share their 
detailed discovery of these birds, Candace through her 
writing provides the channel for us to better relate to 
these fascinating creatures.  Our attention to crows will 
never again be the same! 
 
Theologian Sallie McFague writes, "Nature writing is not 
scientific writing that hides behind pseudo-objectivity; 
rather, it combines acute, careful observation with a kind 
of loving empathy for and delight in its object."  McFague 
adds: "Art frames fragments of our world; [and helps] us 
to look at colors, sounds, bodies, events, characters -- 
whatever -- with full attention."  Candace Savage is just 
such an "artist."  In her writing she displays the loving 
empathy and delight that she has for the subjects of her 
books.  And through her writing we share in that delight 
as she frames with her words, for our attention, the 
hundreds of unique aspects of her natural subjects.   



Page 4 

January 2007    Issue 1 

Many of her twenty-seven book titles are focused on such 
specific natural entities as crows, wolves, northern lights, 
wild cats, peregrine falcons, eagles,  and prairie. 
 
Her books include natural history/natural science as well 
as cultural history and books for children. 
 
Growing up in a variety of small towns in northwestern 
Alberta, the daughter of school teacher parents, Candace 
only slowly recognized within herself an interest in writing 
(although one of her first stories was written as a 
"Brownie" at the age of seven).  She majored in English 
literature at university, but is was her stint as a free-lance 
book editor with The Western Producer (Saskatoon) in 
the early 70's that got her heading into a life as an author 
of books.  And it was "never out-growing her sense of 
awe" that inspired her to write about the natural world.  
She has gone on to be an award-winning writer many 
times over.  As she has taught her daughter, "life gives 
you subtle hints and little moments of surprise and 
delight" to which you should pay attention.  It was in 
"valuing the places that helped her pay attention" to the 
world around her that Candace learned to cease being 
self-conscious and to connect with "the other" about 
whom she would choose to write -- "to really look into the 
eyes of the crow" and meet it subject-to-subject. 
 
When asked about her concerns for the natural world/
environment, Candace reflected that her "over-riding 
concern is that those of us who care [about the natural 
world/environment] maintain our optimism and energy"!  
"There are two important lessons," says Candace: "One, 
that life is tenacious, and given half a chance the wild will 
come back, although sometimes differently; and secondly, 
that whatever we can do that is positive will make the 
future better than if we had done nothing."  She went on 
to say that she believes "the solutions are within us 
[humans], but that we cannot let fear take over" -- 
preventing us from acting justly and with care towards the 
natural world in which we live. 
 
Choosing to live as balanced and wholesome a life as she 
can with her family (extended with an assorted array of 
pets, including a tarantula), Candace Savage takes on 
many tasks and roles as she continues her personal 
journey of discovery and growth.  And in all things with 
her writing, she attempts (and I would add, succeeds) "to 
communicate things that really matter."   
 
Candace looks forward to the February event and to 
meeting people who share her interest in birds and the 
natural world.  And I have no doubt that you will very 
much enjoy listening to and meeting Candace Savage! 
 

Sheila Lavender interviewed Candace Savage 

in December 2006 

INTERVIEW WITH SARA WILLIAMS 

Anna Leighton  

 

 

Anna: How did you end up in horticulture?  
 
Sara: When I went to university, ‘girls’ as women were 
called then, had three career options: becoming a 
secretary, a nurse or a teacher. I had majored in English 
and History, and didn’t like science but took the closest 
thing to horticulture that was offered, Applied Botany. My 
Dad was a gardener in Washington D.C. and Maryland 
where we lived when I was growing up. I got an 
awareness of gardening from him, and on the hikes we 
took every weekend, he pointed out native plants and 
how they grew in the forest. I grew my first garden in the 
early ‘60s when I was teaching grade 5-8 in Tanzania as 
a Peace Corps volunteer. 
 
When I arrived in Saskatoon , I took horticulture courses I 
was in my forties by then) and worked in the horticulture 
plots in the summer and later at Garden Line, the U. of S. 
information service. Once I had my degree I became  a 
horticulture specialist with the Extension Division at the 
University. This job involved teaching, writing and 
administration. I’m now retired but continue to write books 
and give workshops on horticulture topics.  
 
Anna: What do you like most about horticulture? 
 
Sara: Developing my own garden gives me the most 
pleasure, although it is hard work. I live south of 
Saskatoon on five acres of sand that used to be pasture. I 
began without a grand design, but by the time I got to the 
two acres farthest from the house, I knew that they had to 
be planted with drought tolerant, colourful  foliage that 
would make a visual impact from a distance. Drought and   
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deer are my biggest problems. The deer have come to 
regard my place as an all-season salad bar. 
 
 
Anna: Could you garden without using plants 
introduced from other parts of the world?  
 
Sara: Horticulture without plants from distant lands would 
be like doing without coffee and oranges for breakfast. It 
would cut down on variety. 
 
Anna: What do you see as essential skills for a 
gardener to have?  
 
Sara: Knowing  plants and soil, and how to culture plants 
and which ones are hardy. Plant diversity is important for 
the more you have, the easier it is to contend with insects 
and disease, which translates into less pesticide use, 
more birds and insects such as butterflies, and a healthier 
garden. Being willing and able to do hard physical work is 
important. Propagating your own plants is fun, but not 
essential. And it is useful to have a good eye when it 
comes to design. 
 
I enjoy having birds around and have several feeders. I 
am not a birder myself, but a friend who participates in 
the Boxing Day bird count always checks the place out.  
 
 
Sara Williams, retired as the horticultural specialist of the 

University of Saskatchewan, is co-author of Perennials for the 

Plains and Prairies and author of the award-winning Creating 

the Prairie Xeriscape. With Hugh Skinner, she has written Best 

Trees and Shrubs for the Prairies. Her latest book is In A Cold 

Land: Saskatchewan’s Horticultural Pioneers, the stories and 

plant introductions of Cecil Patterson, Les Kerr, Percy Wright 

and Bert Porter. Best Groundcovers and Vines for the Prairies, 

by Sara Williams and Hugh Skinner will be published in early 

spring, 2007. 

 

She holds a B.A from the University of Michigan in English 

and History as well as a B.Sc. and M.Sc. from the University of 

Saskatchewan in Horticulture.  

 

Sara developed her first garden in the 1960s in the school 

courtyard in Tanzania in East Africa where she taught.  She 

now gardens on 5 acres of sand near Saskatoon. Sara was 

interviewed by Anna Leighton in Saskatoon in early January 

2007.  

 

Anna Leighton and her husband Ted are editors of  

“The Blue Jay”  published by Nature Saskatchewan. 

 

 

 

 

The Mourning Dove  
John Simpson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Although the Mourning Dove prefers to spent the winters in 

the milder climes of the central and coastal United States, this 

little dove decided that Saskatchewan is as good a place as any; 

Stanley street in the town of Esterhazy to be precise.  This is 

it’s second winter here, residing in the backyards of Guenther 

and Marlies Gauer and their neighbors Cheryl and Gordon 

McNair. 
 

Guenther, a member of YFBTA says he can recognize him 

or her by the spots on its back. Last winter it spent the nights 

under Guenther’s canoe which was stored upside down about a 

foot off the ground. When the snow drifted up around the 

canoe, Guenther made certain that an entrance/exit remained 

open for the dove to come and go.  It enjoyed the black 

sunflower seeds that Guenther provided for the chickadees and 

redpolls.  This past summer it was joined by three other 

Mourning Doves and stayed in the area; often visiting the pond 

at the McNairs. 
 

I am always amazed at the flimsy and haphazard structure 

that mourning doves build for a nest. Often the eggs are visible 

through the bottom of this loosely built platform.  Sometimes 

when an incubating adult is frightened from the nest, its 

panicked departure will knock an egg to the ground.   
 

“But if the eggs remain in the nest long enough to hatch, the 

young birds get a special treat: doves and pigeons produce a 

unique food, called pigeon milk.  Rich in fat and protein, this 

substance (which is not milk at all) is produced by glands in the 

crop of the adult bird.  Trying to pour this liquid into the mouth 

of a clumsy infant could be tricky—so the dove has a better 

way.  The parent opens its mouth wide, permitting the nestling 

to stick its head deep inside to gorge on the thick, nutritious 

food.”* The Book of North American Birds   Readers Digest 

 

These pictures were taken on 10th December 2006 on the 

front steps to the McNair residence in Esterhazy. 
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Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association 

Christmas Bird Counts in December  2006 

 
Location 

Date of Count  ..Dec. 

Participants 

 

SPECIES 

Gray Partridge 

Ruffed Grouse 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 

Rock Pigeon 

Downy Woodpecker 

Hairy Woodpecker 

Blue Jay 

Black-billed Magpie 

Common Raven 

Bohemian Waxwing 

Pine Grosbeak 

Black-capped   

 Chickadee 

Common Redpoll 

House sparrow 

Snow Bunting 

 
OF SPECIAL NOTE 

Mourning Dove 

Peregrine Falcon 

House Finch 

Purple Finch 

Great Horned  Owl 

White-breasted 

 Nuthatch 

Cooper’s Hawk 

European Starling 

Pine Siskin 

Northern Shrike 

Brown Thrasher 

Snowy Owl 

Pileated Woodpecker 

Hoary Redpoll 

 

Good Spirit Trails 

Oney Pollock  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The ski trails at Good Spirit Provincial Park offer 

approximately 20 kilometers of gentle winding groomed trails 

alongside of and between sand dunes. These trails provide an 

opportunity for outdoor adventure all year round. During the 

summer months, the sandy base offers good drainage and 

availability of great hiking trails even after a                                                 

rainy spell. An abundance of wildlife in the park provides 

various experiences in different seasons. In winter, the bird 

feeders at the shelter host many regular visitors – black-capped 

chickadees, white-breasted nuthatches, downy and hairy wood-

peckers regularly. The chickadees will feed from our hands 

when the feeders are empty. Some winters, the pileated 

woodpecker has been a frequent visitor. Redpolls feed on the 

ground where the seed is spilled. Occasional feeders are blue 

jays and pine grosbeaks. Many a cozy afternoon has been spent 

in the shelter after filling the feeders, watching the frenzy of 

activity while a fire warms the shelter and adds to the 

ambiance. Night time skiing has given us the delight of Great 

Horned owls calling. Another night, a snowy owl flew over us 

on the trail! 

During winter months, moose sightings are common along 

the ski trails. Nothing more majestic than seeing a huge bull 

moose with a full rack sunning himself at the top of a sand dune 

on a bright winter afternoon! Family groups of moose 

consisting of bull, cow and two calves are seen on the trails 

most winters in the low lying areas with an abundance of 

willows.  

Deer forage in the areas where juniper is the ground cover 

often digging down through the snow for this treat. Coyotes are 

abundant throughout the year. 

Longer days and spring weather bring many new varieties 

of birds. One spring, a large group of red-winged black birds 

from the nearby swamp visited the feeder regularly cleaning up 

on the sunflower seeds still available. Mountain bluebirds are 

commonly seen along the fence line at the outer boundaries of 

the park. Others are migratory visitors – such as the magnolia 

warblers seen in abundance on one Mother’s Day hike.  

1. Saltcoats                   3.    Yorkton 

2. Esterhazy                 4.    Good Spirit Lake  

1 

29 

15 

 

 

35 

8 

21 

45 

8 

10 

10 

17 

34 

71 

14 

45 
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69 

0 
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2 

29 
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0 

0 

0 

17 

3 

3 

1 

5 

1 

0 

1 

22 

 

14 

15 

0 

 

 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

 

3 

21 

17 

 

 

2 

0 

0 

248 

2 

4 

6 

12 

41 

43 

16 

41 

 

76 

380 

57 
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10 
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17 
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24 
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20 

21 

24 

 

40 

200 

235 
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1 

1 

2 

1 

 

TOTALS                               518        93           949          655 

Pileated Woodpecker  
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Another spring afternoon, while sitting in the shelter, the 

cooing of mourning doves drew us outside. With careful 

observation, the pair was spotted just east of the shelter. A pair 

of Eastern phoebes made their nest for several years on the 

ledge above the door of the old ski shelter. We visited the area 

frequently to watch the progress – with parent birds darting 

about catching flying insects and feeding them to the young. 

When the old shelter burnt down in July of 2001, we were 

afraid that we might have lost our resident phoebes. To our 

delight, the following spring, we had a phoebe nest in the 

rafters above the door of the new shelter! 

One sunny June day, as we sat at the picnic table near the 

shelter eating our lunch, a doe and a fawn sauntered along the 

trail at a leisurely pace. This changed abruptly when the doe 

caught wind of us and snorted loudly signaling the fawn to bolt. 

 About the same time of year, we were walking down the 

trail one morning and were amazed to see a female ruffed  

grouse advancing on us in full display. She continued this 

aggressive stance, perplexing us until we saw the scurrying of 

chicks in the underbrush beside the trail. One brave mamma! 

 Spring through fall we have had occasional eagle sightings, 

both bald eagles and golden eagles soaring over. 

Hawks have been visitors as well. One summer a sharp 

shinned hawk was keeping a close watch on the bird feeders for 

his meals.  An occasional red tailed hawk screeching overhead 

keeps the squirrels on alert.  

Northern Flickers frequent the ant hills in the sand. Yellow 

bellied sapsuckers visit the feeder. Eastern Kingbirds flit about 

the meadows feeding on insects. A walk over the dunes to the 

shoreline might reward you with a Great Blue Heron sighting. 

While sitting at the picnic table one summer we noticed 

ruby throated humming birds flying over frequently. We 

decided that they must be attracted to Thom’s orange pack 

which was lying on the table. This prompted us to set up 

humming bird feeders near the shelter which we cleaned and 

filled weekly for a few summers. Watching the aggressive 

behavior of the tiny birds provided us with much entertainment. 

One summer a humming bird feeder was knocked to the ground 

and had large claw marks in it. The black bear visitors are 

sighted occasionally most summers. We have encountered one 

on the trails in many years of hiking.  

Fall time brings an abundance of geese flying over. The lake 

seems a favorite gathering place as they prepare for their 

journey. In 2005, we enjoyed our first ski of the season on 

November 8th, as Canada and Snow Geese flew noisily over! 

Good Spirit trails remain the destination for some of our 

favorite outings in all seasons. 

2007 YFBTA Annual General Meeting  
and Birding Symposium 

 

By Lauretta Ritchie-McInnes  

 

The 2007 Annual General Meeting of the YFBTA has 
been scheduled to coincide with a Birding Symposium on 
Saturday February 17, 2007 at the Golden Jets Centre  in 
Esterhazy. This year a superb lineup of speakers has 
been coordinated and are sure to spark the interest of any 
birding and outdoor enthusiast. 
 
The business portion of the Annual General Meeting will 
begin at 10:30 am and everyone is welcome to attend. 
Following the AGM, the Birding Symposium will begin 
with a noon luncheon and speaker Sara Williams, from 
the University of Saskatchewan, will speak about Trees 
and Shrubs for the Prairies - While Going to the Birds. 
 
A total of three afternoon sessions will include John 
Pollock from Whitewood to speak about winter bird 
feeding, and Clem Miller from the Chaplin Shore Bird 
Interpretive Center to present about the Piping Plover. 
The afternoon sessions will conclude with Jared Clarke 
and “Tyke” (a live owl) from Regina talking about 
experiences with the Saw-whet Owl and Cooper’s Hawks 
banding projects. 
 
At 5:00 pm a “meet and greet reception” will be held 
featuring a vocal group from Esterhazy. An evening meal 
will be served at 5:30 pm, with Saskatchewan author and 
naturalist Candace Savage as the guest speaker. 
 
The day will also feature a mini-trade show of exhibitors 
relating to birds or nature in general. As well, a raffle for 
two donated items, an Afghan, crocheted by Ann Tatham 
and a loon appliqué quilt, stitched by Margot Halpenny 
will be drawn for in addition to a silent auction. 
 
The cost for the entire day of presentations and meals is 
$30.00. Any one wanting to attend only part of the day 
can do so; the cost for the luncheon and speaker is 
$15.00 or alternatively the cost for the evening meal and 
speaker is $20.00. The organizing committee wants to 
acknowledge that the costs have been minimized, in part, 
due to event sponsors. With the excellent lineup and the 
minimal cost everyone is reminded that space is limited 
and pre-registration is required by February 5, 2007. 
 
To register please  contact: 
Judy Parker 2007 Birding Symposium Registrar 
C/O Town of Esterhazy 
Box 490 
Esterhazy, SK 
S0A 0X0 
Phone (306) 745-5405 
Email - esterhazy.ed@sasktel.net 

The YFBTA would like to thank Dr. Stuart Houston for 

his generous donation of many copies of “Birds of 

Yorkton-Duck Mountain”  by C. Stuart Houston and 

William Anaka - published by the Saskatchewan 

Natural History Society in 2003.  This contribution is 

greatly appreciated . Dr. Houston M.D. is well known 

for his work as a naturalist and historian.  
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Hang In There! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rob Wilson photographed this  unusual visitor at his 
bird feeder. Weasels are  rare and are welcome too -  
as long as they eat the feed and not the birds. 
 

Let’s Talk Turkey 

Barbara J. Ford   
 

Well, they are not pretty by any stretch of the imagination.  

Some might even call them down right ugly….and they don’t 

smell very good either.  Actually, they really, really stink but as 

far as turkeys go, they are cool – turkey vultures that is.  August 

16, a four member team came to the Saltcoats area to tag, 

measure and take samples from two young vultures.  

Approximately fourteen locals (including me) were able to 

observe and question the team members as they did their job.  

They have been doing their jobs for many years as volunteers 

who do the work on their own time.  I admire their dedication.  

These people are very experienced and knowledgeable.  The 

entire procedure was filmed.  Spectators were able to take 

photos as well.  I found this to be very educational.  I have 

learned many facts about these amazing birds but they aren’t 

pretty and they still stink.   Barbara J Ford -  Saltcoats, SK 

 

Publishers Note: 

We are always delighted  to receive stories  from our 
readers. Unfortunately due to limited space, a number of  
submissions which should have been included in this 
newsletter will have to wait until the March / April issue. 
We welcome your comments, suggestions and anecdotal 
stories.  Please send them to Rob Wilson. 

Memberships and Renewals 

Martha Karau  

Phone   (306) 896 2660   

Box 403 Churchbridge, SK  S0A 0M0 

marwal @sasktel.net 

Photos, Letters, Articles for Publication: 

Rob Wilson :  

Phone :  (306) 744 8140 

rjwilson@sasktel.net 
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It is with  pleasure that Rob and I have been able to publish the 

first newsletter in 2007. Last year was a great year for the 

YFBTA with so many new members joining the organization. 

We hope that you  enjoyed  reading the newsletters and will 

continue  your membership  this coming year.  We will try to 

publish articles of interest and keep you informed. 
 

I  hope  that you will be able to attend  the Annual General 

Meeting to be held in Esterhazy on February 17, 2007. It 

promises to be a very exciting and informative  event.  I look 

forward, as in the past, to meeting   many great friends I have 

made during the past few years. 
   
Again, we wish to thank Ann Tatham and  Margot Halpenny 

for their donations of  an Afghan,  and a quilted art piece, 

respectively, which some lucky individuals will win.  Printing 

this newsletter in color is an expensive project. This and other 

important activities of the YFBTA need your support.  

Preserving wildlife and its habitat is  our gift to future 

generations. Your contributions to this goal are greatly 

appreciated.  
 

Here’s wishing you all the best in 2007.   John Sawkey : 

Publisher and Webmaster. 

http:// yfbta.com  

Margot Halpenny and the  loon  art 

piece  she   donated to the YFBTA.  


