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What's flying

around....

“Without mentioning names (you will be able to slide yourself into
the appropriate category anyway) | want to say: thank you tenfold.”

Tenfold
By Rob Wilson - Editor

This may well be the last newsletter for
2006. At a time when plants and
animals in every niche of our planet are
under assault (directly and/or indirectly)
due to unintended consequences of
human activity, it is very easy to become
gloomy, cynical and pessimistic. I have
found, through my tenure as your editor,
much to celebrate, enjoy and admire.
These positive responses are elicited
because of the actions, efforts, interests
and anecdotes gleaned from you the
members. Without mentioning names
(you will be able to slide yourself into
the appropriate category anyway) I want
to say thank you.....ten fold.

Thank you to those of you who rescued
a plant, animal or bird. You may have

Inside this issue:

Thank you Ten Fold 1

If the question is why, 2
Kathy Morrell

Birding Tours 3
Rob Wilson

A Day at Grasslands 4
Erv Henderson

Great Canadian Shore- 6
line Cleanup

Issue 4

Distinguished members of the YFBTA - Robert and Sheila

Lavender are now residing in Saskatoon
Read their story on Page 2 - By Kathy Morrell

transplanted a wild plant before the road
was widened; you may have protected a
stunned bird which struck your window
until it could recover; you may have
moved a snake off the highway before it
could become a road kill statistic or
maybe you, like me, take extra time in
the late summer to mow your lawn
because you have to stop to herd those
little wood frogs out of the path of the
oncoming mower blades.

Thank you to those of you who take the
time and expense to feed wildlife. You
may be the landowner who generously

permits wild creatures to share some of
your grain or you may be the ardent
operator of a bird feeder.

Thank you to those of you who take
actions to protect. You may be the
farmer who resolutely resists the
temptation to drain that pothole or the
one who leaves the dried slough and
scrub for winter cover for birds rather
than burn it. You may be the pet owner
who neuters their animal, puts the bell
on the cat or the person who refuses to
use, or drastically reduces, the amount of
harmful chemical on your property.
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Thank you to those of you who take the time to educate others.
We seem to continue to either ignore the workings of nature or
to assume that we will continue to enjoy the largess of nature
without any involvement on our part. 1 agree with Joni
Mitchell that “you don’t know what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone”.

Thank you to those of you who responded to Sheila Lavender’s
idea and to my challenge (in the last newsletter)....to enroll a
young person in our organization as a “friend” member. The
five dollars that you spent was a very good investment. That
action may lead to wonderful returns in the future. You have
nurtured the next generation of naturalists.

Thank you for allowing us the use of your name. For most of
you, your name will be used literally as we publish a list of our
members in our upcoming efforts to increase our membership
further. More importantly we use your name indirectly in our
dealings with the newspapers, the towns and villages, the rural
municipalities, with Nature Saskatchewan, with Duck Mountain
Provincial Park, with Saskatchewan Environment and with
other organizations with interests similar to our own. A large
membership enhances our credibility and makes our collective
voice stronger.

Thank you for your financial support. The most obvious
example is, of course, your membership fee. Many of you
spend additional dollars (and every one that you spend is a
political decision) traveling to and from some of our meetings,
attending events at our trails or utilizing our trails individually.
I know that many of you will support the organization by
attending our 4™ Annual General Meeting in Esterhazy in
February of 2007. Some of you will either donate Silent
Auction items and/or purchase them.

Thank you to those who have assisted John Sawkey and me by
submitting anecdotes, writing reports or sharing digital
photographs for use in our newsletters and on our website.

Thank you to those of you who have or are serving on YFBTA
committees or who have volunteered to help in various ways.
A special note of appreciation to those who sit on the Board of
Directors and also to Kim Wondrasek who so ably represents
our staunch supporter, the Langenburg Regional Economic
Development Authority.

Thank you to those of you who readily and willingly show your
interest in the wild and in the marvels of the biodiversity of life.
This interest has a powerful effect on everyone, especially
young people. Thank you for simply deciding to be involved
with YFBTA. Our organization enjoys a wonderful and diverse
mix of beautiful people. I always feel uplifted after a meeting
because I find myself working with people who are every bit as
interested in the environment as I am. The sharing and
discussing that occurs is stimulating and exciting. When we
come together at times such as the Annual General Meetings, I
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feel a powerful synergy that encourages me to believe that
within this organization we are going to achieve some laudable
goals

Thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you, thank
you, thank you, thank you, thank you.....thank you.

LR

If the question is why,
the answer is fun.

By Kathy Morrell

“Now, why did you do this — join yet another
organization?” I berated myself. “Yah, so you think you’re an
environmentalist or some such, but a birder — give me break”

And then my mind did a flip-flop. “Well, yes, but I
can learn something about the birds. I can meet all those folks
from the Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association — those
I count as friends already, and those who are friends in the
making. It adds another dimension to my life.”

“Hmm,” I thought. “Anyway I’m in and committed
to writing. Maybe this venture won’t last too long...”

And then I met the Lavenders — Sheila and Rob,
founding and enthusiastic members of the YFBTA.

“Walter — Walter Farquharson that is — invited a
speaker from Chaplin Lake to come and talk to us in,” Rob
commented. “That was really the start.”

Farquharson reported that Ken Kessler had come to
Saltcoats in January or February of 2003. Kessler , a
coordinator with the Saskatchewan Birding Trail Association,
was involved in the organization of a birding trail association in
the Chaplin/Quill Lakes area. He came at Farquharson’s
invitation to look at the formation of a similar organization
along the Yellowhead.

“Birding,” said Yorkton’s mayor Phil de Vos at the
Third Annual General Meeting of the Association held recently,
“is one of the most popular outdoor activities in the world.” As
a result of this appreciation, SaskTourism has supported the
new birding association hoping to “cash in” on tourism dollars,
expecting that stores, restaurants, hotels and bed and breakfasts
would benefit from the increased traffic flow.

“Twelve or fifteen people came to that first meeting,”
Sheila reported, “including Kim Wondrasek of the Yellowhead
REDA located in Esterhazy. Clearly, there seemed to be
enough interest to continue.”

“Wondrasek was a big help,” Rob continued. “She
directed us as to how do things, how to form a non-profit
corporation.

“The highlight was our first annual meeting held in
Langenburg,” Sheila said. “We realized we worked together
well. There was and is an unwritten respect. Everyone does
what he can. There is laughter and teasing and fun.”
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“It’s been a community thing,” Rob commented. The
Association includes the communities of Yorkton, Saltcoats,
Langenburg, Esterhazy, Spy Hill, and Good Spirit Lake.

The YFBTA extends from the Manitoba border west
to #9 Highway. It is bordered on the south by the Qu-Appelle
Valley and on the north somewhere along #10 Highway. The
area tends to be somewhat elastic.

“In the fall of 2004, we hosted Nature Saskatchewan,”
Rob added. “We took a big breath and we did it.”

And yes, they did it. A new retiree from the teaching
profession, I attended parts of the weekend event. It was fun
and for a complete non-birder a real eye opener.

It was wonderful to see the enthusiasm, the
commitment.

I remember waiting beside a fifteen passenger van as
seventeen or eighteen people waited to climb aboard. 1
remember when Walter Farquharson came along and said three
or four people would have to travel in a car because there were
simply too many for the vehicle. What a wonderful problem to
have! I remember sitting in the back seat as two birders in the
front entered into a very considered discussion as to whether
the bird on the telephone pole was a Swainson’s Hawk or a
juvenile red-tailed hawk. Me — well, I saw a bird. Next time,
though, I would definitely see a hawk.

“The highlight this year,” Sheila said, “was the
increase in membership. We now have eighty individual
memberships and seven corporate sponsors.” A very modest
statement from the chair of the membership committee.

“To start with we gathered together representatives of
the seven trails that already existed in the area,” Rob explained.
“Then we had to see that each trail had a pamphlet showing its
location and a map of the trail itself.”

“Then, we needed to improve the trails and provide
signage,” Sheila continued. Discussion at the last meeting
proved this is an on-going venture.

“We built one viewing stand along the Leflay Trail in
Saltcoats,” Rob said. “Money came from Nature
Saskatchewan.”

“At the last few meetings, the Association has
branched into other initiatives,” explained Sheila. “Rob Wilson
has started a loon/grebe study at Madge Lake.”

“He and Lauretta Mclnnes have started a youth group
at the Yorkton Regional High School,” Sheila added. “We
want to reach out to children and young adults.”

Rob Lavender, an avid birder, grew up in Nova Scotia
where he learned to love the outdoors and nature. Rob is a
wood carver widely known for detailed depictions of birds.
Sheila claims her enthusiasm comes from Rob. Rob and Sheila
Lavender share their commitment to nature and the YFBTA.

I’ve learned to appreciate the commitment I feel from
the members of the Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail
Association. I smile at the enthusiasm of Rob and Sheila
Lavender. The YFBTA is about the birds, but it’s about the
fun, too. Information about membership in the YFBRA is
available on our website http://www.yfbta.com/ Come join in
the commitment, the enthusiasm and fun.”
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BIRDING TOURS JUNE 24
Bradford Farms and Slough View Park

Arden Bradford (center) explains the purpose of
growing grass in fields to members of the group.

At 6:30 a.m. Saturday, June 24, 2006 eleven keen birders
gathered at the Arden Bradford Farm in response to an
invitation to tour Bradford Farms. Although the weather was
threatening we were rewarded with sightings of the following
birds: (? Indicated that we weren’t able to identify positively)

The following birders participated in the Bradford Farm
Tour: Rob Wilson, Joan Wilson, John Sawkey, Joyce
McNeil, Jim Jowsey, Shirley Jowsey, Gloria Rathgeber,
Mae Ann Chilman, Gerri Knudsen, Ron Knudsen, Sid
Swedenski and Arden Bradford tour guide.

The group identified the following birds on the morning tour:
Ruddy Duck, Brewer’s Blackbird, Rock Dove, Coot, Barn
Swallow, Tree Swallow, Yellow Warbler, Widgeon, Black
Tern, Godwit, Wilson’s Snipe, Goldfinch, Clay Colored
Sparrow (heard ), Baltimore Oriole, Eastern Kingbird, Canada
Goose, Mallard Duck, Flicker, Robin, Lark Bunting ? , Pie-
billed Grebe, Grasshopper Sparrow?, House Wren, Crow,
Common Yellowthroat, Vesper Sparrow, Rail (head call) ,
Goldeneye, Lesser Scaup, Blue-winged Teal, Killdeer, Sharp-
tailed Grouse, Meadow Lark, and a Bobolink? .

Along with the birds the group identified numerous plants.
These included: Fairy Candelabra, Pygmy Flower, Western Red
Lily, Canada Anemone, Gaillardia, Yarrow, Fleabane, Wild
Rose, Hedysarum, Alexanders, Blue Flax, Snowberry (in
flower), Evening Primrose, Gumweed, Licorice, Pale
Commandara, Hare Bell, Yellow Flax, Gentien (species?),
Seneca Root, Dwarf Milkweed, Purple Fairy Clover, Long
Fruited Anemone, Silver Leafed Psoralea, Brown-eyed Susan
and Bluet. Continued ... .... page 4
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At 9:00 a.m. we took a break at Bradford’s Farm while we
waited out a storm squall. We then continued touring the area.
The group stopped at Helena’s Schnitzel Haus in Saltcoats for
lunch.

v The
Birels

Slough View Park is located 7 miles East of
Saltcoats on Grid Road 725

Following lunch we drove to John Sawkey’s Slough View Park.
We observed many of the same birds and plants that we had
seen in the morning but we did find some additions: We
identified the following birds: Sora Rail (heard), Martins, Red-
tailed Hawk, Hummingbird, Waxwing, Purple Finch, Catbird,
and Song sparrow.

We identified the following plants: Green Orchid, Blue-eyed
Grass, Carraway, Pussy Toes, Narrow-leafed Hawksbeard,
Shrubby Cinquefoil, False Dandelion, White Camus, Meadow
Rue, Potentilla, Wild Mint, Western Water Plantain and Marsh
Hemp Nettle.

On behalf of the YFBTA I thank Arden and Donna Bradford
for being excellent tour guides and hosts for our morning at
Bradford Farms. I also thank John Sawkey for touring us in
and around Slough View Park.

YFBTA had ambitiously scheduled a regular meeting to follow
the two tours but by 4:00 p.m. we did not have enough
members of the Board of Directors to make a quorum. The
regular meeting was therefore postponed after an excellent day
of touring.

Rob Wilson
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Swainson’s Hawk - Photo by Rob Wilson

A Day at Grasslands National
Park

by Erv Henderson

Grasslands National Park is located in the southwest corner of
Saskatchewan. The information center is located in Val Marie,
which is where I and a friend, Rob Wilson, stayed with my
daughter. She works as a biologist in the park, monitoring
endangered species.

Having realized at an early age that I was unable to remember
the names of flora and fauna for the purpose of identification, I
became content with watching and appreciating the beauty of
nature at work. My experience in the park was a feast for the
eye in a setting many would think void of life. A grid road
passed through the West Block of the park, which provided
easy access and the ability to observe many animals from our
vehicle. Prairie dog towns abounded where the chubby
inhabitants scurried about with twitching tails, and high pitched
chirps. Early morning and late evening sightings of sharp tailed
grouse, rabbits, coyotes, pronghorn antelope, mule and white
tail deer, which all seemed to have materialized from nowhere,
provided me with a respect for the amount of wildlife in the
park, and their ability to survive in such a harsh environment. A
wide variety of hawks dominated the afternoon. Whether sitting
on fence posts or flying overhead they were magnificent.
Trying to photograph the elusive meadow lark was our most
frustrating goal. Even though we observed thousands of them
we were unable to capture a good photograph of these elusive
birds.

We left our vehicle only once for a two hour hike to view
rattlesnakes. The walk was spectacular. At times it felt like we
were on the surface of the moon. Memories of western movies
flashed through my mind. I imagined being stranded, pursued
by hostiles, without water. I became more aware that we were
alone. After climbing a hill I looked below to see a five
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foot long bull snake retreat into a hole under a sage bush. I
realized we were in the right place. Soon we found a snake den
containing eight rattlesnakes. The one at the entrance used its
tongue to regularly smell the air. It was not until they started to
rattle that we moved away. While risky at best to observe, the
experience left me with a satisfaction of being able to face my
fear. The hike back to the vehicle I was more confident yet
more cautious around sage bushes.

We stayed overnight in the park. Watching the sunset, the
moonrise, the stars, and listening to the coyotes howl was a
fitting conclusion to a great day. My experience forever
changed my impression of southwest Saskatchewan.
Grasslands National Park is truly a unique experience. |
encourage all of you to visit the area and expand your
understanding of the province we share.

LR R R S R T o

Burrowing Owl Visits Saltcoats
School

March 9 Brent Mason and Tara Mulhern Davidson brought a
special guest to Saltcoats School. The guest, a burrowing owl,
is fondly referred to as Trooper. Brent and Tara were working
on behalf of the Saskatchewan Burrowing Owl Interpretive
Centre and the Saskatchewan Watershed Authority.

FACT: Burrowing owls eat grasshoppers (will eat their own
body weight of grasshoppers each day that grasshoppers are
available), other insects, mice, other rodents ( estimated that a
family of burrowing owls will eat 1800 rodents and over 7000
insects in a summer), salamanders, lizards, small mammals.
An older owl chick will even eat a smaller sibling.

Trooper, as one can readily see, was a delight. Unfortunately
some of the information presented was not so delightful to hear.
Trooper and his peers are in serious trouble. This is largely due
to whole scale fragmentation of the native prairie ecosystem
(Studies indicate that only about 17% of the original prairie
landscape remains.) Once large areas of prairie ecosystem are
broken into smaller islands or fragments the owls become much
more vulnerable to predators (eagles, hawks, falcons, foxes,
coyotes, weasels, snakes (rattle snake, bull snake), badgers,
pets (cats, dogs) ). A number of burrowing owls are also killed
each year as a result of being struck by vehicles. Occasionally
burrowing owls are shot as well.

FACT: Burrowing owls do not like trees or shrubs. They

thrive in short grass areas where there are burrows (they live
underground and don’t dig their own holes). They need cattle
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underground and don’t dig their own holes). They need cattle
and gophers and/or badgers.

Poisons used to kill insects also can kill owls. Although some
of the worst chemicals have been regulated and cannot be
legally used in Canada, they continue to be used in the United
States and Mexico, countries where the owls reside in the
winter months.

FACT: The government, researchers and landowners are
working cooperatively in Saskatchewan in an attempt to
preserve suitable habitat for burrowing owls.

As a result of these factors 98% of the young that hatch do not
return the following year and the population continues to fall.
These owls have been extirpated from Manitoba and it is feared
that they will soon disappear from Saskatchewan as well. The
population is estimated to have dropped to approximately 1000
pairs.

FACT: Burrowing owls have telescopic vision. They can see
five to six times farther than a human can.

It is encouraging to know that various provincial agencies
support efforts to preserve and protect habitat in Saskatchewan.
Research is ongoing as well. It would appear that the best hope
for the owls lies in education of people. Governments (which
represent the wishes of their citizens) have the power to create
and enforce regulations and conditions that will result in more
rather than fewer owls surviving. Trooper effectively captured
the hearts and minds of the Saltcoats students on that day in
March

Article and photograph by Rob Wilson
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The Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup

On Thursday, Sept. 21, 2006 the grade 7 and 8 classes took part in the
Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup at Anderson Lake in Saltcoats.

The cleanup program in which the students participated began because of
littering and ocean dumping. Years ago most waste came form organic
material which soon broke down but now much of our trash is made of
synthetic materials like plastics. These can take centuries to break down.
Here are some examples:

How Long ‘Til it’s Gone?

Glass bottle 1 million years
Monofilament fishing line 600 years
Plastic beverage bottles 450 years
Disposable diapers 450 years
Aluminum cans 80-200 years
Foamed plastic buoy 80 years
Rubber boot sole 50-80 years
Foamed plastic cup 50 years
Tin can 50 years
Nylon fabric 30-40 years
Plastic film canister 20-30 years
Plastic bag 10-20 years
Cigarette filter 1-5 years
Wool sock 1-5 years
Plywood 1-3 years
Waxed milk carton 3 months
Apple core 2 months
Newspaper 6 weeks
Orange or banana peel 1-5 weeks
Paper Towel 2-4 weeks
Source:

U.S. National Park Services
Marine Lab. Sarasota
Garbage in Garbage out” Audubon magazine (Sept./Oct. 1998)
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Since 1986 over 5 million volunteers have been
involved in the International Coastal Cleanup and
123 countries have participated. Together they
have cleaned 130,000 miles of shoreline. Divers
have also helped to clean up under water.

What we have learned:

That all trash that reaches water has been
mishandled.

We recorded what we found and removed the
reported trash from areas near Anderson Lake.

We have tried to identify what caused the debris.

Results of this Project:
Public education
Anti-litter programs in communities
Mono filament recycling projects
Changes to composition of packaging and
products in order to facilitate
breakdown and decay.

What they collected:
38 bags (paper and/or plastic)
9 balloons
13 beverage bottles (plastic) 2 litres or
less

37 beverage bottles (glass)

10 beverage caps

92 caps/lids

2 clothing/shoes

64 cigarettes/filters

tobacco wrappers

condoms

diapers

cups, plates, forks, knives, spoons
(plastic)

food wrappers/containers

pull tabs

straw

toys

pieces of rope

building material

car parts

tires

plastic containers not mentioned
above

— N A W — W N A W=
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Some Facts:

Water covers two-thirds of the earth’s surface so no
matter where we live we depend on water for
recreation, transportation and oxygen.

We think that the shoreline cleanup is a good idea
because there is only one earth.
Continued .....page 7
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We think its important to stop littering because we can’t change
the past, but we can change our future.

Please stop littering....NOW!

Reprinted from Saltcoats 5, 6 Gazette September 28, 2006

% %k k % k % k% k % k
Additional Notes:

Rob Wilson representing the Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail
Association loaded the collected garbage and transported it to
the landfill. There were 13 bags and/or pieces. He estimated
the weight to be approximately 130 pounds. Thank you to the
Town of Saltcoats for kindly opening the landfill on short
notice and at special request.

The Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association supported
the students with a financial contribution to Saltcoats School.

The YFBTA salutes Saltcoats School, the teacher, Crystal
Farquharson and the combined grade 7 and 8 class for setting a

wonderful example and creating a positive story.

Photo by Rob Wilson

BIRD SIGHTINGS AND THEIR STORIES

Cedar Waxwing - Lana Sumner

Lee and Mario Sumner with Cedar Waxwing

A Success Story
In mid-August, we heard a loud bang, and rushed outside to
find a cedar waxwing had hit our window. He seemed to be
injured quite seriously. Not thinking he would survive, we
eventually brought him into the house, and just wanted to make
him comfortable in his last moments.
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Warm and safe in a shoe box, he began eating blueberries from
Lee's hand...like they were going out of style I might add!! He
showed signs of improvement and we named him "Cedar
Walton" after the great jazz pianist! Each day, Lee would take
him outside to see if he was ready to take flight, but he seemed
to need more time to recover. He is probably the only cedar
waxwing out there who ate cashew butter and toast for
breakfast! Finally, after 4 days or so, "Cedar" was strong and
healthy again, and took flight! We were happy he survived,
because we've heard the chances of wild birds surviving under a
human's care are slim. We found a sick or injured Flicker out at
Burgis Beach this summer, and tried to help him, with little
success. However, "Cedar" isoursuccess story! We've
wondered since if he may stop by for brunch some day, when
we are have berries and toast, but not yet . We wish him well!
Lana Sumner

Tagged Turkey Vulture South of Togo
Sept. 17,2006

By Doug Elsasser

In early July 2006, about 10 km south of Togo, Saskatchewan, 1
was opening a pasture gate on my way to set leech traps in a
nearby wetland.

Noticing a foul odour, I looked around and saw a dead turkey
vulture on the ground. The dead bird was equipped with a
green wing tag #76.

Having read that Dr. C. Stuart Houston had undertaken a turkey
vulture research project, I called him with news of the find.

Dr. Houston was very pleased to receive the information, and
remarked, “This is astounding! The sibling of this bird was
also tagged last year — a nestling near Sturgis, Saskatchewan,
and it was found dead a week ago...”.

On subsequent trips through this pasture gate, I noticed that the
decomposed carcass of the turkey was not disturbed by coyotes
or other large scavengers. Insects eventually consumed all but
the wing tag, bones and feathers.
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Whooping Crane Sightings in YFBTA
Region

By Paula Maier

October 3, 2006 at 5:15 p.m. a Whooping Crane was seen in a
harvested field east of the Morley Maier farm. It was witnessed
by Paula Maier, Rob Wilson and Joan Wilson. Black wing tips
and red patch on the face as well as its large size (in comparison
to the Sandhill Cranes with which it was feeding) were
identifying features. It was feeding with a large flock of
Sandhill Cranes.

“We have had the pleasure of sharing
our yard with Killdeer...”

Story and photo by Paula Maier

We have had the pleasure of sharing our yard with Killdeer
since we have lived here and have occasionally observed them
from nesting to hatching. They have their nest in sparsely
grassed areas, often in plain sight, but hard to find. It helps to
look in the opposite direction of the female’s “broken wing”
display! The nest is sometimes just a slight depression ringed
by tiny pebbles. This year the nest was lined with these
pebbles. The female becomes used to our peeking and allows
us to admire her speckled eggs arranged pointy side in. One
year we observed the male call each chick as they hatched to
follow him to the long grass. This year they stayed in the nest
until they were all hatched. They are tiny bits of fluff with a
white ring around their necks and stick pin legs. We have
observed them hidden under a blade of grass or a bit of weed.
This year we had several pairs around our slough. The killdeer
announcing their arrival in the spring is such a joyful sound and
we look forward to having this attractive bird choose our yard
once again.

The Last Word

It is incredible, we have completed the fourth newsletter of
the year. Rob Wilson and the contributors have done the hard
work. I had the pleasure of putting all the interesting stories
together.  hope you enjoyed the newsletters.

As webmaster, I spent many hours this summer revising
and updating the http://www.yfbta.com website. I visited all
the bird trails and added new photos and material to each trail
described on the website. There is still much work to do in this
regard. If you are able to contribute articles and photos in areas
where information is needed, this  would be greatly
appreciated.

This website is intended to keep members up to date with
regards to meetings, and recent events in our area. It is the
YFBTA bulletin board. Please visit it often - and provide as
much input as possible.

Our next newsletter will feature the YFBTA
Annual General Meeting which will be held on Saturday,
February 17, 2007 in Esterhazy. The committee is planning a
very interesting and informative conference.

Our membership during this past year has grown
tremendously. We hope that you have enjoyed being a member
and the newsletter and that you will renew your membership
this coming year.

Finally: Many members have joined in order to support the
YFBTA group and to keep informed via the newsletter. A
number of individuals are unable to attend meetings but have
expressed a desire to be part of this group. We appreciate
having you as a member even if you are unable to attend.

Rob Wilson has compiled an email list to which he sends
notifications of meetings and events. If you have an email
address which is not on his list and wish to receive regular
notifications , please send Rob your email address. Notification
of events are also posted on the website. If you do not have
internet and would like to attend any monthly meeting, please
call Rob at (306) 744 8140 for meeting time and location. Your
input and presence are always welcome.

In the next issue we will be feature an article on “How The
Money is Spent” by the YFBTA.

Finally - congratulations to the Saltcoats students and
teachers involved in the Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup. It
is important to clean and preserve our environment. To Rob
and Sheila Lavender, we wish you well in Saskatoon. It was
great having you as members of our group and we hope that
you continue to be part of our organization.

My best regards to all. John Sawkey Publisher

Memberships and Renewals
Martha Karau

Phone (306) 896 2660

Box 403 Churchbridge, SK SOA 0MO
marwal @sasktel.net

Photos, Letters, Articles for Publication:
Rob Wilson :

Phone : (306) 744 8140
rjwilson@sasktel.net




