Volume 1, Issue 1 February 2004
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What's flying around....

One Year Old

It is just a year ago that some of us began meeting and organizing toward the
creation of the Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Association. In that time we
have formed a non-profit organization and have been recognized so that we
may receive donations and receipt these for income tax purposes as charitable
donations. We organized and hosted a wonderful program in October ‘03.
Several newspaper articles have covered our activities and helped promote in-
terest for trails that will invite the exploration and stewardship of the natural
world and give access to some very fine birding! The organization is in its in-
fancy. Your membership is important and your participation in shaping future
development of our association is welcomed.
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Sightings

Several members (and
some others) participated
in the annual Christmas
Bird Count. Results of the
counts have been submit-
ted so they become part of
the provincial and North
American counts. Local
newspapers carried ac-
counts of many of the
sightings. Reports through

the season indicate a sig-
nificant number of sharp-
tailed grouse and grey par-
tridge. There have been
both cedar and bohemian
waxwings, pine grosbeaks,
some evening grosbeaks,

Jjuncos, downie, hairy

woodpeckers and northern
shrikes. All interested per-

sons are encouraged to

note the species they see—
to share reports with oth-
ers—and to let our asso-
ciation and local newspa-
pers know about birds
identified and of course
particularly any unusual
sightings. A sandhill crane
was one of the birds re-
corded by the Yorkton
Christmas bird counting

Yorkton Natural History Society Re-Grouping

There are signs that the
Yorkton Natural History
Society is about to be reju-
venated. Some thirty peo-
ple gathered at the York-
ton Branch Parkland Li-
brary on February 8th.
The next gathering is
scheduled for March 13th
at 2: pm. On February
8th, Bill and Joyce Anaka
shared some slides to aid
with winter bird identifica-
tion. Bill reviewed several
birding books and Joyce

School Program

Rob Wilson, a retired
teacher and principal is co-
coordinating a program
that will be offered to area
schools. The program is
designed to call forth ac-
tive participation from stu-
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demonstrated some great
ideas for feeding stations
including ones made from
tin cans and others made
from milk cartons. (Bill
and Joyce are members of
the YFBTA. It is clear
that the YFBTA and The
Yorkton Natural History
Society can only enhance
each other’s work.) A dis-
play of feed and feeders
had been provided by
Young’s Plant World. In
talking about feeding

dents in areas of ecological
concern. It will make use
of presenters who will visit
classrooms and work with
students. There will be an
opportunity for students to
use their skills in many

birds, the Anaka’s empha-
sized the importance of
using good feed (avoiding
moldy material for in-
stance) and the importance
of continuing with feeding
once a person had begun.
The birds count on you,
sail Bill, and the disap-
pearance of a trusted food
source could be fatal.
Shelter is crucial—and
usually such shelter itself
provides a great banquet of
seeds and berries.

ways. A display of some
work resulting from such
school programs will be
featured in local communi-
ties and perhaps be part of
our Nature Sask gathering
in September.

The Yellowhead Flyway
Birding Trail Association
Inc. is recognized as part
of the Saskatchewan
Birding Trail.

“The birds count on
you, said Bill, and the
disappearance of a
trusted food source
could be fatal.”
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