
2024 Madge Lake Loon Survey Final Report 

This year the loons began to arrive in the first week of May.  Our first spotting of loon chicks 
was on 17 June, about the same time as last year.    

I was unable to access the lake this summer due to an aggravated back injury, so all the 
counts were done by Bob Wynes, with this exception of one count in August that was done by 
Derek and Mieka Tomilin.  Weather and other issues resulted in fewer counts being carried out, 
which reduced the amount of data available to us this year.  We had enough data to reach 
reasonable conclusions on numbers, etc, but the confidence level in those numbers isn’t as 
high as in previous years.   

Total numbers of Common Loons this year were similar to previous years, with an approximate 
count of 70 adults (figure 1 below). The total number of chicks found on the lake this summer 
was 7, which is below average.  All 7 survived into August.  Boating traffic appeared to be up 
from previous years, but that is based on anecdotal evidence, and we don’t have any hard 
evidence to back this up.  As such, we aren’t sure if chick production is being adversely 
affected by increased boating activity.  Hopefully this is just an off year, although weather may 
have played a role during May and June. 

Figure 1 - Madge Lake Loon Count Summaries 2010 - 2024

Survey Year Total Adults # of Territorial 
Pair

Surviving 
Juveniles

# of Chicks or 
Juveniles Lost

2010/12 average 25 9

2013 75 26 14 2

2014 86 26 9 2

2015 78 26 6 2

2016 82 26 10 0

2017 78 25 16 1

2018 72 26 12 0

2019 75 25 7 1

2020 72 26 10 2

2021 80 23 14 1

2022 82 25 10 3

2023 79 24 10 0

2024 70 24 7 0
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We again observed 24 nesting territories this year (see Figures 3 and 4 below for 
comparison).  Two of last year’s territories appeared to have been abandoned, while two 
territories that were occupied in previous years were re-occupied in 2024, while some other 
territories were modified from 2023.  While birds were initially spotted in additional areas, they 
didn’t establish a presence there over the summer. 

Three nests were directly observed on the lake this year.  The only one to produce a surviving 
chick was the one in the boat lagoon (Figure 2).  This nest also produced two surviving chicks 
last year.  This is also the only photograph we managed to get this year.   

Figure 2 

The number of young unpaired adults spotted this year varied, but that was likely due to a 
lower number of surveys together with poor viewing conditions due to weather.  At one point, a 
group of 14 was spotted in the middle of the lake. 

The average number of chicks produced since 2010 remains at 0.41 chicks per nesting pair, 
while the number of nesting pair has remained constant at an average of 25 over that time.  
Long term Loon population survival requires 0.47 chicks per nesting pair (Birds Canada), 
indicating that while the number of adult birds has remained relatively constant, surviving 
chicks are slightly fewer than the number needed to maintain the loon population over the long 
term.  As discussed in last year’s report, there could be many factors affecting this lower than 
expected reproductive success, however we can’t pin a cause for this down at Madge Lake.  
Pollution and predators aren’t a factor.  Increased boating activity may have an effect, as could 
the weather, but we can’t establish a direct cause and effect at this time. 
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Figure 3 - 2023 Loon Territories 

Figure 4 - 2024 Loon Territories 
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YFBTA Loon Initiatives Committee successfully applied for a grant from the Saskatchewan 
Fish and Wildlife Development Fund this year, and used the grant money to replace aging 
Loon Alert Signs at the marinas (Figure 5), produce a new brochure (Figure 6) and provide 
the Park Interpreters with new teaching boards (Figure 7) and handout materials, together with 
a life-size photo on Aluminum of an adult Loon (Figure 8).  One of the Loon Alert signs was 
also provided to Gloria Stang from Hudson Bay, SK who monitors loons on a small Lake in the 
Hudson Bay region, and asked for our assistance with signage to alert boaters on that lake.  
The lake has two nesting pair, one which produced a surviving chick. 

Figure 5 - Updated Loon Alert Signs for Marinas 
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Figure 6 - New Common Loon Brochure for Duck Mt Provincial Park 

Figure 7 - Updated Teaching Boards for Park Interpreters 
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Figure 8 - Lifesize Photo of Adult Loon on Aluminum Backing for Park Interpreters 

My wife and I  have moved back to Regina permanently, as I require surgery on my back, and 
the travel from Madge Lake for medical appointments, etc., is too much.  As a result, I will no 
longer be able to do future loon surveys, but Bob Wynes has agreed to continue doing the 
counts, while I will remain involved for the time being in the reports.  Bob and I are hoping that 
other residents of the lake will join him in doing regular counts with their own boats so that we 
can produce significant data on the loon population going forward.  If anyone out there is 
interested in taking over the program from me, including the reporting, Bob will continue to help 
out.  The job would involve coordinating the counts, producing reports, and assisting the Park 
Interpreters in presentations on the Loons of Madge Lake to visitors a couple of times over the 
summer.  Contact me if you are interested in enabling this important program to continue in the 
future. 

Thanks to Bob Wynes, Derek and Mieka Tomilin, Shianne Harrison and Ken Cottenie for 
carrying out and assisting with the counts this year.  Thanks also to Shianne for the assistance 
that she and her staff provided with the overall program. 
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Doug Welykholowa 
Chairperson, YFBTA Loon Initiatives Committee 
02 November 2024 
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