2019 Madge Lake Loon Survey Final Report

The 2019 season at Madge Lake began with a late spring, with birds arriving a week to 10
days later than the previous two years. Adult Loons maintained about the same numbers
as in the previous 4 years, with 25 pair maintaining their territories throughout the season,
3 additional pair initially establishing territories, but abandoning them by early August, and
approximately 25 unpaired young adults occupying the lake throughout. A total of 8
chicks/juveniles were spotted, but only 7 survived until September. The last count on 22
September had 7 adults and 8 juveniles, one of which we believe came from a
neighbouring lake.

We strongly suspect that the low number of chicks this year was a direct result of the brief,
but violent wind storm that hit the lake on 30 May 2019. It was during this storm that one
person drowned about 300 meters from where my boat is docked. The strong wind gusts
resulted in a short period of very high waves, which likely drowned any windward-exposed
nests. Another factor may have been increased boating activity in early to mid June,
compared to previous years.

Loon and Chick 5 July 2019
Of the three territories that were initially established, but later abandoned, one was a
nesting site in the Midway boat lagoon. The loons established a nest on the north side of
the lagoon shore, where in previous years a pair a grebes had a nest. The other two

abandoned sites were in locations that loons had previously attempted to establish a
territory over a number of years.
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We had an unusual bit of excitement on 09 June 2019, when Sharon Korb and Kevin
Streat were walking their dog along the Pelly Point Trail. Just after the trail starts, it
crosses between two large sloughs via two wooden boardwalks. The sloughs are
connected via a small creek, and the Eastern slough lies next to the Park Maintenance
Yard. There is a beaver Dam that runs along the Eastern shore of the Western slough, next
to the boardwalks, where the stream connects the two sloughs. Kevin and Sharon noticed
that an adult loon had gotten caught up in the branches on the side of the dam, and
couldn’t move. It appeared to be exhausted and possibly dehydrated as it wasn’t
struggling. It appears that the loon might have been trying to crawl down to the creek, as
there was a nest on a beaver lodge with another loon on it in the slough by the
Maintenance Yard. They called me, and | took hip-waders, heavy rubber gloves and a
large towel to the site to see if we could rescue the bird. Once there, | carefully covered
the loon with the towel, got down beside it, and carefully grabbed it. It didn’t struggle at
all, so | gently lifted it and examined it for any wounds or injuries. Other than being
exhausted, the loon seemed healthy, so Kevin and | gently placed it in the water and
pushed it far enough that it was able to swim. It dunked its head a few times, then
gingerly started to swim. After about five minutes it seemed to regain its strength and
swam away, seemingly no worse for the wear. Our first loon rescue ended on a happy
note.



Thanks to everyone who accompanied me on my surveys (Tim & Mimi Roberts, Calgary,
Steve & Maggie Kleisath, Wisconsin, and Sharon Korb and Kevin Streat) as well as the
many individuals who called me regarding loons that they spotted over the summer. Also,
a big thanks to the Park and its staff for the support they provide me every year.

Doug Welykholowa, Chairperson, YFBTA Loon Initiatives Committee
22 February 2020



