
2013 Madge Lake Loon Count Survey

A very late spring, coupled with an unusually heavy snow pack, followed by a long period of cold, wet 
weather, conspired to affect the nesting of all bird species within the park.   The weather and other 
factors in the park also prevented us from getting docks out and boats launched until late June.  

All counts noted here were primarily done from a pontoon boat, which proved to be a very stable 
platform for both visual and binocular observation, and photography.  Each count took approximately 
3.5 hours, an allowed us to reach 
every point on the shoreline.  These 
counts were supplemented by 
reports from other cottage owners.  
They were very useful in confirming 
our own sitings.

The first proper loon counts werenʼt 
carried out until 5 July.  On That day, 
55 adults were present, but only 3 
chicks.  These chicks were very 
small and appeared to be only days 
old, indicating that the nesting was 
at least one month late.  

On 12 July, approximately 49 adults 
and 7 chicks were counted, including 
confirmation of the 3 chicks counted 
previously.  Later, on 26 July, 50 
adults and 14 chicks were present, 
but we noted the loss of two previously counted chicks.  The difference in size of the 9 new chicks 
sited strongly indicated a late hatching.  this 3rd count also confirmed the main nesting pairs and 
territories on the lake, together with two main groups of 4-5 younger, non-nesting adults.

On 22 August, we counted 41 adults and 14 Juveniles, all in previously noted nesting sites, which 
correlated very well with our 
previous data.  The reduction in 
adult numbers was likely mainly due 
to one of a nesting-pair having flown 
to smaller lakes surrounding Madge 
Lake to feed.

The final count of the year was on 
17 September.  A total of 14 Adults 
and 21 Juveniles were present.  6 
single adults were still 
accompanying and feeding 7 
smaller juveniles, while the other 
juveniles were on their own.  All 
adults present were showing signs 
of their winter plumage, particularly 
beaks, throats and backs, but were 
very distinct from the grey and white 



juveniles.  It should also be noted that all of the loons present appeared to have abandoned the 
original nesting sites.  The larger number of juveniles (21), exceeds the earlier chick count (14).  This 
is likely due to in-flying juveniles from surrounding bodies of water.  This, in turn, suggests that in 
2014, the juvenile count should be undertaken closer to the first week in September (before juveniles 
are able to fly).

Thank you to the individuals who accompanied me on the pontoon boat throughout the summer.  This 
included Nancy Welykholowa, Barry Gallop, Louise Gurry, Bob Stone, Rene Polischuk, Bernie 
Barabash, Rob & Joan Wilson and Lana & Burke Sebastian.  Also, a big thanks to cottage owners 
Bob & Margaret Graham, Patti Hack, Donna Bowes, Deb & Scott Sears, Tom Tomochko, Barb & 
Doug Elsasser and any park residents who I may have forgotten, as well as other park visitors for 
passing on their sighting information to the committee.  

Thank you to Park Superintendent Erin Saunders for renewing Duck Mountain Parkʼs membership in 
the Loon Initiatives Committee (Other partners:  Nature Sask; Duck Mt. Cabin Ownersʼ Assoc; 
Yellowhead Flyway Birding Trail Assoc (YFBTA)).  Thank you to acting Park Superintendent Greg 
Podovinnikoff and Cabin Ownersʼ Association President Les Schmidt for their interest and continuing 
support of the loon surveys.

We encourage any interested park residents and visitors to participate in future counts by reporting 
any sightings to Doug Welykholowa (306-542-3808) and/or Rob Wilson (306-744-8140).  If You want 
to participate in future counts, and have your own boat, we can provide the map sheets used to 
record the data, and we can discuss where and what you should be observing, and actions to avoid 
stressing the loons while you observe them.  Additional information on Madge Lakeʼs Common Loons 
can be found at http://www.yfbta.com.
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